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SECTION 1 
BASIC DRIVE UNIT SPECIFI~ATION 

This document describes the Kennedy Company Series 6170 fixed Disk 
Drive and its available configurations. 

2 RELATED DOCUl"lEtHAT I..Q~. 

6170 Maintenance M~nual Part Number 193-6170-001 

3. 1 EQUIPMENT DEFINITION 

The Series 6170 is a fixed media moving head disk drive utilizing 
advelnced "Winchester" head and media technology. The drive 
inccrperates up to three disks, each of which is 210 millimeters 
(8.268 inches) in diameter. The Series currently offers two 
different models; The 6172, offering an unformatted capacity of 24 
t1egabytes, and the 6173, offering an unformatted capacity of 40 
Megabytes. The two models differ only in the number of disks 
installed. Tha disks are rotated by a brushless DC motor at a 
nominal speed of 3600 rpm. A linear voice-coil actuator po&itions a 
low mass head-carriage assembly over 614 useable cylinder~ using a 
closed-loop servo system. The disks, head-carriage assembly, and 
heads are enclosed within an ultra-clean sealed environment 
maintained by a closed-loop air filtration system. The Disk Drive 
Unit contains four printed circuit board assemblies (peDAls); one 
PCB performs read-write functions; the second supports servo 
positioning; the third is a PCB in the drive motorJ and, the 
fourth is one of three different interfacing boards. 

In addition to the defacto industry standard Storage Module interface. 
the Series 6170, offers an ANSI X3T9.3/1226 or the KENNEDY DISKBUS 
interface. Refer to the appropriate section in this document. 
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5 UNIT DEFINITION 
\ 

The Kenriedy 6170 Disk. Drive Unit is a 210 mm (8.269 inch) fixad disk 
storage unit which permits random access to concentric tracks, called 
"cylind$rs" on up to three storage disks. Data can then .be recorded on 
or read~back from a track using read-write heads to electromagneticaly 
commute the data to or from the disks, which rotate at 3600 rpm. 

The 6170 may be mounted within a host system, an operator's console, in 
a 19-inch RETMA rack, within a desk, or on top of a desk, table or 
shelf; an air-conditioned environment is not ncecssary. 

Seek, read and write operations in the 6170 are carried out in response 
to programmed instructions from a host central processing unit (CPU). 
The host CPU sends instructions to the 6170 via a Controller-Formatter 
which is supplied by the customer. Nomenclature used throughout· this 
specification and the Interlace Specification is as defined in the next 
paragraph and as shown in Figure 1-1. 

The interface nomenclature for systems which use the 6170 dirve is 
explained further below. R~ference should again be made to Figure 1-2. 

HEAD/DISK ASSEMBLY (HDA) - The HDA contains the disks, drive motor, the 
heads and head-positioner needed for all models of the 6170. These 
components are all mounted on a common base assembly and are enclosed 
in a pressurized clean air chamber. There is an "analog" interface 
between the HDA and the Servo/Read-Write PCB'S. 

ANALOG TO DIGITAL CIRCUITRY (A TO D) - The servo pca controls head 
positioning circuitry.... The Read/Write PCB controls the transducer 
action of the read/write heads. There is a digital interface between 
the Servo and Read/Write PCB's and the interface Board: 

CONTROL LOGIC - Control Logic is located on the Interface Board, the 
customer's Contrcller-Formatter. and the hardware/software of the host 
central processing unit (CPU). 

HOST INTERFACE ADAPTER - The Hos~ Interface Adapter is also supplied by 
the customer. It adapts the customer's Controller- Formatter to the 
110 'ront-end of the host CPU. The Controller- Formatter and the Host 
IfF Adapter may be combined on one PCB. 
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6 t10DELS. OPTIONS. SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 

6. 1 MODELS 

Two di~~erent models o~ the 6170 Series are currently available; 
diTferentiation is made on the basis oT storage capacity. Table 1-1 
shows the speci~ications oT the 6170 Series which vary by model 
number. 

TABLE 1-1 SPECIFICATIONS BY MODEL NUMBER 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Data Capacity 
Unformatted 
Formatted* 

MODELS OF THE 6170 SERIES 

I 
6172 

24.5MB 
22.6MB 

6173 

40.9 MB 
37.7MB 

*Formatting at 512 bytes per sector. See "Recording." 
in Paragraph 4. 1. 

Data Organization: 

No. oT Disks 3 

No. of Heads/Surface 1 1 

Data Surface 3 5 

Total Available Data Tracks 1.842 3,070 

Total Available Cylinders 614 614 

Guard-Band Tracks* 270 450 
(35 inside. 55 outside> 

*NOTE: These are not available to the user. 
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6. 2 ACCESSORIES 

6.2.1 SIGNAL CABLES 

Signal cable tvpes vary with the types of interface boards that 
are used. These cables must be fabricated by the user. 

A. SMD Interface PCB. Two Types of Signal Cables are used: 

Type A - 60-conductor flat ribbon cable, 30 m (100 ft.) 
maximum cable length. The connector is AMP 
Part No. 88376-9, or equivalent. 

Type B - 26-connector flat ribbon cable, 15 m (50 ft. ) 
maximum cable length. The connector is AMP 
Part No. 88376-5, or equivalent. 

B. Di s I< Bus PCB. 

40-conductor flat ribbon cable 9.14 m (30 ft. ) maximum 
cable length. The connector is AMP Part No. 88610-7, or 
equ ivaI ent. 

C. ,ANSI 

50-conductor 
length. The 
equivalent. 

6.2.2 POWER CABLE 

flat ribbion cable 3.0 m (10 ft.) maximum 
connector is AMP Part No 1-102160-0 or 

For all interface boards the power cable shall be lO-conductor, 
18-gauge wire, 1. 2m (4 ft.) total cable length. The connector 
i~ AMP PaT't NO. 1-640426-0, Dr equivalent. The power supply is 
supplied by the customer. 

6. 2. 3 TERMINATORS 

Terminators vary primarily with the way in which the drives are 
connected (eg. daisy-chained or radial). Each drive of a 
radially-connected subsystem must be individually terminated. 
Only the last drive of a daisy~chained string needs to be 
terminated. A description of what is required, by type of 
interface, is in the interface specifications. Radial connection 
is always assumed. Customers must remove un-needed terminators 
from daisychained drives. 
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6.2.4 SHOCK MOUNTS 

Shock mounts must be used in situations where a drive will be 
subjected to greater shock than specified in paragraph 4.5.4 and 
4.5.5. Com;nercially available shock-mounts (to be specified) are 
ad equate. 

7 SPECIFICATIONS 

7. 1 RECORDING 

7. 1. 1 RECORDING METHODS 

The Kennedy 6170 uses the modified frequency modultion (MFM) 
method of recording. Write data is presented serially to the 
drive from the interface board. Bit cell time is 156 +/- 5 
nanoseconds. A logical 1 is represented by a transition at the 
middle of a bit cell time; a logical zero is represented by a 
transition at the beginning of a bit cell time. with the 
exception oT a 1 followed by a 0, the transition of which is 
omitted. 

7.1.2 RECORDING CHARACTERISTICS 

Minimum Bit Density (Cylinder 000) 

Maximum Bit Density (Cylinder 613) 

Track Density 

Nominal Data Transfer Rate 

Disk Rotation Speed 

4,444 bits/inch 

6,542 bits/inch 

500 tracks per inch 

800,640 Bytes/second 
(6.41 M Bits/second) 

3,600 RPM+/-l% 
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7.1.3 STORAGE MEDIA 

A. Storage Media are ferrous oxide coated aluminum alloy 
disks with inner and outer diameters as listed below: 

- Outer Diameter: 210 +/-.1 mm (8.268 +/-.004in.) 

PAGE 

Inner Diameter: 100 +/-.1,-0 mm (3.937 + .004,- 0.00 in. 

B. The thickness of the disk is 1.905 +/-.025 mm (0.075 
+/- .001 inch). 

C. The edge 'chamfer does not exceed 1.3 mm <.05 inch). 

, 
7.1.4 READ-WRITE HEADS 

8 

The linear voice-coil actuator positions a head assembly which 
contains one head per disk surface. The disk surface closest to 
the drive motor contains a servo head; the remaining heads (up 
to 5) are data heads. 

7. 1. 5 DATA CAPACITY 

A. Unforn'atted Data Capac i ty 

Track Capacity (614 Tracks) 

Surface Capacity 

13,344 Bytes 

8,193,216 Bytes 

B. Formatted Data Capacity - 28 Byte sector overhead 
(allowance for head-switching and PLO lock-up). 

BYTES PER SECTOR 

128 
256 
512 

1,024 
2,048 
4,,096 

13, 188 

SECTORS PER TRACK 

84 
46 
24 
12 

6 
3 
1 



KENNE:OY COMPANY 'SERIES 6170 PRODUCT SPECIFICATION PAGE 9 

C. Formatted Data Capacity - 36-byte sector overhead <allowance 
for head-switching and PLO lock-up in controllers which are not 
fast enough to utilize the 28-byte overhead, but do not want to 
use the 44-byte alternative}. NOTE: AVAILABLE ON DISK BUS 
INTERFACE PCB ONLY. 

Bytes per Sector Sectors per Track 

128 80 
256 45 
512 24 

13, 180 1 

D. Formatted Data Capacity - 44 byte per sector overhead 
allowance for head - switching and PLO lock - up in controllers 
not fast enough to utilize thF 28 - byte overhead) 

Bytes per Sector Sectors per Track 

128 76 
256 44 
512 23 

1,024 12 
2,048 6 
4,096 3 

13, 172 1 

7. 2 ACCESS 

7. 2. 1 POSITIONING TIME 

Positioning time is defined as the time between the initiation of 
a seek co~mand and the time when the head carriage is settled at 
the desired cylinder, as indicated by the activation oP the "seek 
end" signal. in the environment specified herein. 

Minimum positioning time is the time that it 
from one track to the next adjacent track, 
This time is 8 milliseconds. 

takes to position 
in either direction. 

Average "total" positioning time can be computed by dividing the 
time required to perform all possible seeks by the total number 
of possible seeks. Average positioning time is 40 milliseconds. 

Maximum positioning time is defined as the time that it takes to 
position from track number 0 to track number 613. Thi5 time is 
80 m i 11 i sec on d s. 
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7.2.2 ROTATIONAL LATENCY TIME 

AVerage rotational latericy time is defined as one-half of the 
nominal time that it takes to complete one di~k revolution. It 
is the average time that is taken to reach a defined place in a 
cylinder after positioQing has been completed. 

" ' 

Average rotational latency time 

Average time for one revolution 

7.2.3 OTHER TIMING CONSIDERATIONS 

A. Power On Time (time until ready) 
B. Power Off to Head Land 
C. PLO Lock-up time (read gate to 

first data character> 
D. Read/Write transition time 

7.3 RELIABILITY 

7.3.1 SERVICE DATA 

A. Service Life 

8.33 ms 

16 67 ms 

20 seconds 
20 seconds 

7. 5 us +/-10;' 
1. 2 us max. 

T~e Kennedy 6170 has an expected life of 5 years or 20,000 hours, 
whichever comes first. After the service life has been reached, 
the drive should be returned to the factory for overhaul, upgrade 
and recertification (i. e., re-establishment of warranty). 

) I I 

B. MTBF (Mean Time Between Failures) 

No. of Operating Hours (POwer On) 
MTBF = ---------------------------------

No. of Equipment Failures 

An equipment failure, for purposes of the above calculation, is 
any deviation from specified performance as described in these 
specifications. It does not include failures caused by the 
following: 
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* Operator error. 

* User's controller/formatter, host adaptor, CPU or 
retry procedures not functioning properly. 

* Opening of the sealed HDA. 

* Multiple failures resulting from the initial cause 

* Failures produced by a repairman while attempting to 
fix a reported problem. 

* Unauthorized modifications. 

MTBF calculations sould be made only after 90 days of operating 
or after 1,500 operating' hours following installation (to 
eliminate the variable of "infant mortality"). In addition, the 
test sampling should include at least 10 drives whic.h have a 
combined operating time of at least 10,000 hours. 

The MTBF of the Disk Drive Unit (HDA plus three PCB's) is 10,000 
hours. The MTBF of the HDA is 25,000 hours. 

C. MTTR <t1ean Time to Repair) 

MTTR is, defined as the average tmie required by an adequately 
trained and competent service person to diagnose and repair a 
failure at the subassembly level. This does not include the time 
need ed to ac qui re rep lac ement parts, if app Ii cab 1 e. 

The specified MTTR is 0.5 hours. 

D. Preventi ve Mai ntenanc e 

The 6170 requires no preventive maintenance. 

7. 3. 2 DATA ERROR RATES 

Data errors are classified into two categories: 

10 
* Recoverable: (1 error 10 bits read 

12 
* Non-recoverable: (1 error 10 bits read 
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These error rates assume the following: 

1. Initialiy, ho media flaws exists all detectable flawed areas 
w.re marked as unusable by the customer using an initialization 
rjutine which is executed on the Host CPU. 

2~ The data is properly writtens the user can assure that data 
is properly written by using the CRC or by comparing what was 
read against what was written. 

3, When properly written data is read-bac k, the user must 
p~ogram-in up to 27 retries, with track off-set and with data 
strobe timin~ variations, before it is assumed t9 be a hard 
error. 

In actuality, there are 9 combinations of 3 retries re~uired for 
a total :of 27 retries. The retries must include: 

a) center-track 
b) off-track toward t'e inner diameter, and 
c) off-track toward the outer diameter. 

They must also include: 

a) normal read, 
b) data strobe early~ and 
c) data strobe late . 

. If all these attempts fail, the error is a hard error. 

7.3.3 SEEK ERRORS 

A seek error is defined as the inability of the drive to assert 
"Seek End" ~it.hin the specified time-frame. Seek errors are 
assumed to be recoverable. The allowable error rate is as 
follows: 

6 
(1 recoverable error in 1 X 10 s~eks (recoverability is 

as defined below) 

This specification assumes that the user programs-in a 
v,rification to assure that the cylinder which was found is the 
cylinder which was sought. If there is a mis-seek, there must be 
a reset to cylinder zero followed by a re-seek. There are up to 
n~ne of these retries programmed-in by the user. with three 
levels of track orientation and three levels of data strobing. 
If after 27 tries, the correct cylinder cannot be verified, the 
failure is assumed to be unrecoverable read error (i. e., 
inability to read the correct track ID due to a positionE'r, ,head, 
media or circuitry failure). 
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7.3.4 ERROR RECOVERY 

Disk drives which leave the factory are allowed a maximum of 8 
media defects per data surface. Also. it is possible that a 
media error may develop on the disk over time. The user should 
be prepared to relocate the sector containing the error to 
another location on the disk drive and mark the defective sector 
to make it unusable in the future; this would be done using an 
initializaton routine. The 1 error in one trillion 
data-bits-read statistic in paragraph 7.3.2 includes errors which 
occur over time. The media errors are flagged and ignored 
because oT customer action. 

7. 4 PHYSICAL 

7.4.1 DIMENSONS 

METRIC ADP 

Length 45. 72 centimeters 18.00 inches 

Width 22.83 centimeters 8.99 inches 

Height: 

(6172) 11.66 centimeters 4. 59 inches 

(6173) 12. 57 centimeters 4.95 inches 

7.4.2 WEIGHf 

Model 6172 - 9.1 Kilograms (20 pounds) 

Model 6173 - 9.5 Kilograms (21 pounds) 
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7.4.3 SOUND EMISSION 

Meets NC 55 re~uirements. 

7.4.4 PHYSICAL INTERFACE 

Mounting orientation, connector locations and mounting holes are 
all shown in Figure 2-3. 

7.4.5 POWER REOUIREMENTS 

The 6170 Series of a-inch Fixed Disk Drives uses only DC power. 
The power re~uirements vary as a function of which interface 
boar~s are used with the disk drive unit. 

A. SMD Drive DC Power Req.uirements: 

MAX MAX 
DC VOLTAGE CURRENT RIPPLE ( p-to-tl 

+24V +/-2V 2A (6A surge) 250 mv 
+12V +/-5~ O. 5A 100 mv 

+5V +/-5X 5A 50 mv 
-f2V +/-5X O. 5A 100 mv 

-5V +/-5X 3A 50 mv 

B. Disk Bus DC Power Req,ui rements: 

MAX MAX 
DC VOLTAGE ~URRENT RIPPLE (p-to-tl 

+24V +/-2V 5A (6A surge) 250 mv 
+12V +/-5X O. 5A 100 my 

+5V +/-5X 2A 50 my 
-12V +/-5X O. 5A 100 mv 

-5V +/-5X 2A 50 my 
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C. ANSI Interfac e DC Power Requ i rement s: 

MAX MAX 
DC VOLTAGE CURRENT RIPPL~ ( p-to-R..l 

+24'.1 +/-2V 5A (6A surge) 250 my 
+12V +/-5% O. 5A 100 my 

+5'.1 +/-5% 2A 50 my 
-12'.1 +/-5% O. 5A 100 my 

-5V +/-5% 2A 50 my 

7.4.6 POWER 'CONSUMPTION 

I 
A. SMD Drive DC Power Consumption 

Operating: 75 Watts (random seeks) 
Id Ie: 50 watts (heads stationary) 

B. Disk Bus Driye DC Power Consumption 

Operating: 65 watts (random seeks) 
Id Ie: 40 watts (heads stationary) 

C. ANSI Drive DC Power Consumption 

Operating: 92 watts (random seeks) 
I dIe: 68 watts (heads stationary) 

7. 4. 7 SAFETY 

All models of the 6170 drive series shall meet the requirements 
of the following national certifying groups: 

Underwriter's Laboratories (USA) 

Canadian Standards Association (CSA) 

VOE (Germany) 

,British Standards Instituion (BS1) 

European Common Market Electrical Standards 
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7. 5 ENVIRONMENT 

The kennedy 6170 shall perform as specified in this specification 
and the interface specification when the following environmental 
conditions are known to exist. 

7. 5. 1 TEMPERATURE 

000 0 
Operating: +10 C to +45 C (+50 F to +113 F) 

000 0 
Non-o~erating: -40 C to +60 C (-40 F to +140 F) 

o 
NOTE: Temperature changes shall not exceed 20 F per hour 
(operat~ng and non-operating) and shall not produce 
c bndensat ion. 

7.5.2 RELATIVE HUMIDITY 

Operating and non-operating: 15 to 80 i. with a 
o 0 

maximum wet bulb temperature of 27 C C80 F). 

NOTE: Humidity changes shall not exceed 20 i. per hour, no 
condensation. 

7. 5. 3 ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE 

Operating: To be specified. 

Non-op erating: Pressures that wou 1 d l' esu I t from --300 meters 
(-984 ft.) to 1L 000 meters (36,080 ft.) in 
Telationship to mean sea level. 

7.5.4 VIBRATION 

A. Operating: The drive shall withstand a peak displacement of 
+/- .003-inch (.075 mm) withing the frequency range of 5 to 58 
HZi the drive shall withstand a peak displacement 0' +/-1 G of 
acceleration within the frequency range of 58 to 500 Hz. 

I 
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of acceleration must provide Application with over .5 G 
additional shock absorption 
be supplied by the user. 

at the mounting points. These must 

B. Non-Operating: To be specified. 

C. Shipping: When packed for sipment, the drive shall withstand 
+/-1.5 GiS of acceleration from 5 to 58 Hz for one hour along 
each of three mutually perpendicular axes. 

7. 5. 5 SHOCII. 

A. Operating: The drive, while positioned on track, reading or 
writing, shall withstand 18 impact shocks of 3 GiS maximum 
acceleration, consisting ofl 3 shocks along each direction of 3 
mutually perpendicular axes. Each shock impulse shall be a 
half-sine wave 11 milliseconds (+/-1 millisecond) duration 
separated by a minimum of 10 seconds. 

B. Non-Operating: To be specified. 

C. Shipping: To be specified. 

7. 5.6 ,ELECTROMAGNETIC RADIATION 

Must meet requirements of VDE (Germany) and FCC (USA). 

8 DATA STORAGE CHARACTERISTICS 

The data storage elements of the Kennedy 6170 Series of disk drives are 
two or three pre-mapped disks. Figure 1-3 shows the data storage 
characteristics of a two-disk 6172. The two disks, collectively, are 
called a "disk stack". Each disk consists of an aluminum &ubstrate 
which is coated with a very thin, even, coating of ferrous oxide and an 
overcoating of protective lubricant. Data is written on the magnetic 
coating as described in Recording, Subsection 7.1. Sector sizes aT'e 
selected using a switch (or Jumper) on the interface PCB. The 
switch/Jumper setting must be the same for Read operations as it was 
Tor Wr i teo 

Each disk stack contains a servo surface which is prerecorded at the 
factory and which provides signals via the servo head to the interface 
board to be used: 

a) to decrement a cylinder difference-counter during 
a seek, and; 

b) for track-following during Read and Write. 



CYLINOER 

DATA CYLINDER 
TRACl( 000 HD 0 

SERVO SUR~ACE 

1 PER DISK STA~K) 

DATA SURFACES 
'(3 PER DISK STACK, 2 TOP 
AND 1 BOTTOM SURFACE) 

lECTORS 

I ~":CTOR 

OUTER GUA~DBA~O CONSISTS OF ~!I oeD 
AND EVEN SERVO TRACKS TO AID lit 
LOCATING CYLlNOE~ 0 DURING INNE~ 
GUARD REZERO OPERATIONS. 

SERVO TUCK AREA CONSIST!! OF 
ALTERNATELY PLACED EVEN 
AND ODD SERVO TRACKS. 

INNER GUAROBANO CONSISTS 
0,. JS 000 AND EVEN SERVO 
TRACKS. 

SERVO 
--~~~~~------TRACKS 

SERVO 
H-~--~--------TRACKS 

OATA 
TRACK 613 

DATA 
TRACK 000 

Figure 1-3 Disk Storage Characteristics 



KENNEOY COMPANY . SERIES 6170 PRODUCT SPECIFICATION PAGE 19 

The servo surface is the bottom surface of the bottom disk. 

The ferrous oxide coating can occupy one of three states: The first 
state is a non-magnetized state; the other two states are saturation 
in one direction or saturation in the other direction. Reversals of 
saturation are detectable and can be coded to represent the presence or 
absence of a bit of data. Bits of data are serially written in a track 
under the guidance of logic in the host's Controller-Formatter. Eight 
bits are assumed to represent a byte. The number of bytes per sector 
and per track vary as a function of a sector size selection on the 
Interface Board. Users often include error-detection and correction 
codes to improve the data error rates which are intrinsic to the 
storage method. 

8. 1 POWER-UP SE~UENCE 

After power is initially applied to the drive, the servo is disabled 
to allow sufficient time for the spindle motor to come-up to speed 
and cause the heads to fly stably. After the spindle motor is up to 
speed and all power supply voltages have stablized, the drive will 
automatically recalibrate itself using a Rezero command. 

8. 2 DRIVE UNIT SELECTION 

Each interface requires a different unit selection method. 
the appropriate section for details. 

8.3 CYLINDER AND HEAD SELECTION; HEAD TRACKING 

Refer to 

While the disk drive is being used by the host computer system, 
there is a continuing need to position the head carriage assembly at 
a different one of the 614 possible cylinders. Further, the host 
will have a need for operating with only specific sectors on 
specific tracks. The drive responds to the host's desire to access 
a specific cylinder and a specific head by positioning the head 
carriage assembly to the desiredclinder and activating the desired 
head. The action of positioning is called a "Seek". 
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Logic in the Interface PCB always knows the current cylinder address 
because it is stored in a rRgister which is called the Present 
Add~'ss Register (PAR). The Controller-Formatter sends over the 
address of the cylinder it wants to Seek and the head tha~ it wishes 
to activate for the Seek action. The difference between where the 
head carriage is and where the Controller- Formatter wants it to go 
is u4ed to generate a linear motor actuator drive signal and a 
direction of drive. A closed-loop servo system causes the head 
carriage to be moved in the direction of the desired cylinder. Once 
ther" the head is "held" on track by servo action i. e.. if the 
~eads drift off track, an error voltage will be generated and 
fed-back in a way that produces drive in a direction that reduces 
the frror. This is calle~ "Servo-tracking" or "head tracking". 
Tac hometer typ e' feed-bac k control s the ve I oc i ty of trac k cross i ng s, 
and CIS the desired track is approached, it minimizes any tendancy 
toward oscillating around the desired track. 

8.4 FORMAT SELECtION 

Format control varies acco~ding to the interface in use. 
the jppropriate section of thi. ~anual for details. 

8.5 DATA PROTECTION AND FAULT SENSING 

Refer to 

Logic exists to provide the following data protection options: 

1. The entire surface is write-protected by the Write 
Protect Switch (SMO) or ~umper (Disk Bus). 

2. The entire drive is write-protected by the Write Protect 
~umper (ANS~ >. 

3. The fault Signal is given to the Controller-Formatter if 
anyone of the following conditions exist: 

a) Write enabled while the heads are off track or "offset" 
b) Write enabled but no write clock. 
c) Write and Read enabled at the same time. 
d) More than one head selected at a time. 
e) Write enabled on a Write protected head. 
f) PLO unlocks while writing. 
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8.6 SEEK 

Seeking is the process of positioning the carriage assembly at the 
desired cylinder. A linear voice-coil actuator positions the head 
carriage assembly at varying speeds toward the desired cylinder. 
"8peed ll is related to the size of the displacement between current 
location and desired location. As successive cylinders are crossed, 
the register that keeps track of the current location is decremented 
to reduce the size of the displacement. 

8. 7 lrJR ITE 

After it has been ascertained (using a Read operation) that the 
active head is on the desired track and at the desired sector, 
witing can take place. Write clock pulses (derived from disk servo 
pulses) are sent back to the Controller-Formatter where they are 
used as write clock pulses to synchronize writing on the disk. NRZ 
(non-return- to-zero) write data is sent to the drive from the 
Controller- Fcrmatter. It is encoded to MFM (modified frequency 
modulaton> and synchronized by write clock plulses. NOTE: MFM 
coding permits the storage of more bits to the inch than straight 
NRZ. 

8.8 READ, 

The active head senses the flux changes in the disk coating and 
sends the resultant analog signal to shaping and amplification 
circuits. A read clock pulse is generated from the data that is 
read; the hsquared" signals and decoded from MFM to NRZ thus 
returning the signals to the Controller-Formatter in the same form 
that they were presented during Write. 
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SECTION 2 

INTERFACE SPECIFICATIONS 

This section contains the Product Specifications for the "interface" 
between the three different configurations of 6170 Disk Drives and 
the host system to which they can be connected. 

There is a separate 
configurations of 
interface board, is 
board, it is called 

TITLE 

"specification" for 
6170 Disk Drives. 
called a Disk Drive 
a Basic Drive Unit. 

SMD Disk Drive Unit Interface 
Disk Bus Disk Drive Unit Interface 
ANSI Disk Drive Unit Interface 

each of the three different 
The drive, including an 

Unit; without an interface 

PAGE 

23 
68 

127 

Comments, questions and suggestions on these specifications should 
be sent to: 

KENNEDY COMPANY, CIO MARKETING 
1600 SHAMROCK AVENUE 

MONROVIA, CALIFORNIA 91016 
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9 SMD DIS~ DRIVE INTERFACE 

This specification describes the interface between 1) the SMD Interface 
PCB on the Disk DI'ive Unit which is described in Section 1 of this 
manual and 2) a Controller-Formatter which has an SMD Interface. 

9. 1 PHYSICAL AND ELECTRICAL INTERFACE DEFINITION 

The "interface:' is defined as the signal lines and power lines that 
must be connected to Jacks JA, JB and JP on the SMD Interface PCB in 
order for the Series 6170 to function as described in this Product 
Specification. JA is a receptacle for a 60-conductor ribbon cable; 
JB is a recepta~le for a 26 conductor ribbon cable; JP is the 
r e c e pta c I e for a 1 O-w ire power cab 1 e. The 'in t e r .p ace" has a va r i e t y 
of charactaristics such as: physical properties, electrical 
properties. timing, logical interrelationships, and formatting 
considerations. All of these are included in the term "interface" 
and are described in this specification in terms of what can be seen 
at individual pins of JA. JB and JP, which are collectively called, 
th e SMD INTERFACE. Th e SMD Interfac e iss h own in Fig ure 2-1. 

A cable diagram showing how the interface bus relates to cables A, B 
and the power cable is given in Figure 2-2, Interface Cables. 

Figure 2-3 is a functional block diagram of the disk drive sub
system which uses the interface lines shown in Figure 2-2. 

Subsection 9.1 begins with a summary of what is shown in the Block 
Diagram; it follows with a description or the Electrical 
Characteristics of the interface lines, including line transmitters, 
line receivers and line terminators. Descriptions of functions, 
logic. timing. and format of the intelligence carried by the signal 
lines is in subsections 9.2 and 9.3. 

9. 1. 1 BLOCK DIAGRAM 

The functional block diagram in Figure 2-3. functionally 
separates the Kennedy 6170 Disk Drive Unit into the following 
parts (reading from left to right on the block diagram): 

- Controller-Formatter PCB 
- SMD Interface PCB 
- Read-Write PCB 
- Linear Motor Actuator 
- Head Carriage Assembly 
-- Disks 
- DC Disk Drive Motor 
- Servo PCB 
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The Controller-Formatter is supplied by the user. It is shown in 
Figure 2-3 only to give increased meaning to the remaInIng 
functional elements, all of which are located in the 6170 Disk 
Drive Unit. 

The SMD Interface Board contains the control logic and timing for 
executing the principal operations of the disk drive subsystem, 
which are: 

1. Select a Disk Drive Unit - This is done by comparing Unit 
Select Lines from the Controller-Formatter with the setting of 
the Unit Address Switch on the SMD IfF PCB and activating the 
Unit Selected line when they compare. The Unit Selected line is 
Handed" with the logic on most of the lines between the SMD IfF 
PCB and the Controller-Formatter PCB. This is symbolically shown 
using a ganged set of "switches" on Figure 2-3. 

2. Seek - The Head Carriage Assembly is positioned at the 
cylinder where writing or reading is to take place using drive 
circuitry that is located on the Servo PCB. A head is selected 
to establish the specific track which is to be written or read, 
via the Read-Write PCB. Then, the specific sector location where 
writing or reading is to begin is established by the SMD 
Interface PCB using Servo pulses which are used to generate read 
and write clock pulses. 

3. Write - Serial binary data from the Controller-Formatter is 
written into the sectors of a track under control of Index and 
Sector Pulses from the disk, which are sent to the 
Controller-Formatter so that they can be synchronized to form 
"write clock pulses". NRZ bits from the Controller-Formatter are 
converted to MFM for recording purposes. I 

4. Read - Data that was 1.111' i tten as d escr i b ed ab ove, is read ba c k 
from the disk and sent to the Controller-Formatter so that it can 
be acted upon by the host CPU. 

Phyical connection betwt!en the SMD Interface in figure 2--1 and a) 
other 6170 Disk Drive Units, as well as b) the 
Controller-Formatter in the host system, is made using two signal 
cab 1 es and one p ower cab I e, as des cr i bed in Paragrap h 9. 1. 2, 
Cab 1 es. 

9. 1. 2 CABLES 

The three cables which interface the Kennedy 6170 with an SMD 
Interface to other Kennedy drives and host system are listed in 
Tab le 2-1. 
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CABLE NAME 

Signal Cable "A" 

Signal Cable "B" 

Power Cable 

TABLE 2-1 INTERFACE CABLES 

DESCRIPTION 

60-conductor flat ribbon 
cable -- maximum of 30 m 
(100 ft. ) 

26-conductor flat ribbon 
cable -- maximum of 15 m 
(50 ft. ) 

10-conductor, 18-gauge 
wire -- maximum of 1.2m 
(4 ft. ) 

PAGE 28 

PART NUMBER 

Spectra-Strip 
455-248-60 

Spectra-Strip 
455-276-26 or 
3M 3476-6 

(N/A) 

A. Location - The location of each of the above three cables is 
as shown in Figure 2-4. Marker b~nds on the ribbon cablerare 
keyed to pin no. 1 of the receptacle on the PCB . .. 
B. Characteristics - The characteristics of the signal cables 
with part numbers of! representative °sourcesis given below. The 
user supplies his own ribbon cables and ribbon cable· connectors. 

A-Cable 

Type: 30 twisted pair, flat cable 

Impedal'lce: 105 ohms. nominal 

Wire size: 28 AWG, 7 strands, no. 36 

Propagation Delay: 1.7 ns per ft., nominal 

Maximum Cable Length: 100 ft. (cumulative) 

Voltage Rating: 300 V rms 

Spectra-Strip PaTt No. : 455-248-60 

~ble Connector 

Positions: 60 

Berg Part No. : 65043-007 

AMP Part No. : 88376-9 
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B-Cable (with ground plane) 

Type: 26-conductor, f!lat cable with 
ground plane and drain wire. 

Impedance: 65 ohms 

Wire Size: 28 AWG, 7 strands, no. 36 

Propagation Delay: 1. 7 ns per flt. 

Maximum Cable Length: 50 ft. 

Voltage Rating: 300 V rms 

3M Part No. : 3476-26 or 

Spectra-Strip Part No. : 455-276-26 

B-Cable Connector 

Position: 

3M Part No. 

AMP Part No. 

AMP Part No. 

26 

3399-7000 <closed end, 
no strain-relief!) 

3399-7026 (closed end, 
with strain-relier) 

88376-5 

Po~~Cable Connec.tor 

1-6400426·'·0 

29 

C. Connections: Signal Cables can be connected in either a 1) 
daisy-chained <serial connection), 2) radial arrangement of up to 
16 drives, as determined by the design of! the 
Controller-Formatter. The radial connection allows for multiple 
and overlapped drive applications; the serial connection helps 
to minimize cost. Teminators must be installed in each drive Or 
a radially-connected SUbsystem; only the last driv~ of a 
daisy·-chaned stl'ing needs to be "terminated". The SMD Interface 
PCB routinely has the terminators already installed.· These 
terminators must be removed from daisy-chained drives which do 
not requir,e them. Figure 2-5 shows a radial (or "star") 
connection; Figure 2-6 shows a daisy-chained connection. 
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9. 1.3 RECEIVERS/DRIVERS 

All input and output 9ignal9 are tran9mitted and received over 
balanced differential high speed transmission lines using 
industry standard receivers and drivers, types 75107 and 75110. 
The transmission system operates in the balanced mode; that is. 
noise induced on one line is also induced on the other line. The 
noise appears common-mode at the receiver input terminals. where 
it is reJected. The ground connection between the line driver 
and receiver is not part of the signal circuit insuring that 
system performance is isolated from circulating ground currents. 

The typical data delay is approximately (30 + 1.3L) nanoseconds, 
where L is the distance in feet separating the driver and 
receiver. This delay includes one gate delay in both the driver 
and the receiver. 

Figures 2-7 and 2-8 show the receiver/driver types that are used 
with cable A and cable B, respectively. Notes on the two figures 
describe the exact location of the line terminators; the also 
~ummarize wire characteristics and characteristic impedances. 

9.1.4 TERMINATORS 

A. A-Cable - Line terminators (Rl and 
located in the Controller-Formatter; 
watt resistors. 

R2 
they 

in 
are 

Figure 2-7) are 
56 ohms +/-5X 1/10 

Line termi~ators R3 and R4 in Figure 2-7 are dual-in-line 
resistor packs which are located in sockets lA, 3A. 5A and 6A in 
the SMD interface board. These packs must be unplugged unless 
the 6170, which contains them. is the last drive on a 
daisy-chained string of drives. 

B. B-Cable - Line terminators (Rl and R2 in Figure 2-8) are 
located in the Controller-Formatter; Line terminators (R3 or R4) 
are located in the 6170 dr i ve. Th ese are 82 ohms +/-5X, 1/10 
watt resistors. 

9. 1.5 SIGNAL LEVELS 

Typical signal levels are as given below: 

Log ~ call: + ( H i g h) S i g n a I OV 
-(Low) Signal - 0.45V 

Logical 0: +(High) Signal'- +0.45V 
-(Low) Signal OV 
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NOTE: Rl,R2,R3 and R4 are 82 ohms, R5 and R6 are 470 ohms. For 
line receivers on the BUS cable, located in the disk drive R3 and 
R4 must be removed in all but the last phyical unit on the cable. 

9.1.6 SWITCH-SELECTABLE OPTIONS 

The SMD Interface Board contains three DIP-switches which are 
used to select certain interfacing options, as listed below: 

Option 1 - Establishes the address of the drive as one of the 
nUfTlbers between 0 and 15 (16 possible lIunit address ll ). 

Option 2 - Establishes which heads are to be "write pl'otected". 
The choices are 0-4, depending upon the number of disks/ heads 
per drive. Note: the servo head is always write protected 
regardless of the position of the DIP switch. 

Option 3 - Establishes sector size with two different amounts of 
overhead - six different sector sizes per overhead amount aT'e 
available. 

Each of the above three options is described further, below: 

A. UNIT ADDRESS SELECTION Table 2-2 shows the 
settings of the DIP switch in location 3E. 
Package has four switches which are used to 
dr i ves. 

effects of the 
This Dual In-Line 

select up to 16 
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1.I.INE TEIIWINATOIIS Rl,II4 fOR THE 1112 .1.. CABLE 
ARE DUAL ,If-LINE N-ESUTOR "ACiCS' t.OCAT(1) IN"~-OCiC['T-S 
'A,lA ,SA "ND '" 011 TIfE INTtRFACE LOOIC IIOARD. UNPLUO 

"A" CABLE 3 

THESE UNI.EH .. 171/10172 IS LA'lT DRIVE ON THE DAilY - CHAINED BUS. 

l. THE /.IAXIMUM CAIII.E LENGTH IS 30m. 

CAIILE 
COI/NECTOR r--' 
I I 
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CABLE 
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I 
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.. ENABLE I 
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Figure 2-7 Signal Cable "A" Driver/Receiver 
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"B" CABl.E CHARACTERISTICS: 

Fl.AT RIBBON CABl.E WITH GROUND Pl.ANE AND DRAIN WIRE 
CHARACTERISTIC IMPEDANCE.130:l: 18 oh •• 
28 AWG,7 STRANDS, EACH CONDUCTOR 
R ECO"''''E NOEO IS P ECTRA -II T R' P, III - 41111- 2'1'1- t I 

lUI, ''''1-11 

Maximum Cable Length is 15,1 M (50 ft,) 

l.INE R[CEIVER 
TI TlI07 OR EQUIVAL!!:NT 

* LINE T!RMINATOR RESISTOI\! l.OCATED 
ON THE DISK DRIVE AND CONTROL UNIT 
AR! at II,'" 8%,1/10 WATT. 

Figure 2-8 Signal Cable liB" Receiver/Driver 
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TABLE 2-2 UNIT SELECTION 

UNIT 
SELECT 

NO. 

o 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

PHYSICAL 
UNIT 
NO. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

SWl 

OFF 

ON 

OFF 

ON 

OFF 

ON 

OFF 

ON 

OFF 

ON 

OFF 

ON 

OFF 

ON 

OFF 

, ON 

SW2 SW3 

OFF OFF 

OFF OFF , 

ON OFF 

ON OFF 

OFF ON 

OFF ON 

ON ON 

ON ON 

OFF OFF 

OFF OFF 

ON OFF 

ON OFF 

OFF ON 

OFF ON 

ON ON 

ON ON 

SW4 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

OFF 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

NOTE: 'ON' = depress switch on + side; nOFF' = depress switch 
on blank side. 

The address selection may be 
and appropriately depressing 
small bla(e screw-driver. 
the surface of the PCB. 

modified by removing the plastic cap 
the desired Tocker-switches using a 
The switch positions are labeled on 
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B. HEAD WRITE PROTECTION Table 2-3 shows the switch settings of 
the 4-switch DIP switch in location 6E. This switch is used to 
establish which head(s) (i. e., surface(s) is (are) protected from 
writing. The Servo Head is always protected from writing 
regardless of DIP switch settings. 

TABLE 2-3 HEAD WRITE PROTECTION 

HDO HDl HD2 
HEAD PROTECTED FROM WRITE SWl SW2 SW3 
-------------------------
NONE OFF OFF OFF 

HEAD 0 ON OFF OFF 

HEAD 1 OFF ON OFF 

HEAD 2 ON ON OFF 

HEAD 3 OFF OFF ON 

HEAD 4 ON OFF ON 

HEADS 0, L AND 2 OFF ON ON 

HEADS 0, 1, 2. 3. AND 4 ON ON ON 

NOTE: "ON u = Depress + side of switch. 

C. SECTOR SIZE SELECTION Table 2-4 shows the switch settings of 
the 4-switch DIP sUlitch in location lOP. This switch is used to 
establish: 

1. Total number of sectors per tt'ac k. 
2. . Resul tant data bytes per sector . 
3. Overhead bytes per sec tor. 



KENNEOY COMPANY SERIES 6170 PRODUCT SPECIFICATION PAGE 

TABLE 2-4 SECTOR SIZE SELECTION 

DATA DATA 
TOTAL BYTES BYTES 

SECTORSI PER PER 
TRACK SECTOR TRACK' SWl SW2 SW3 SW4 

-------- ------ -----
28 Byte Overheat 

84 128 10,752 ON ON ON OFF 

46 256 11,676 ON OM OFF ON 

24 512 12.288 ON ON OFF OFF 

12 1024 12,288 ON OFF ON ON 

6 2048 12,~ ON OFF ON OFF 
h 

3 4096 12,288 ON OFF OFF ON 

44 Byte Overheat 

76 128 9,608 OFF ON ON OFF 
~ 

44 256 11,264 OFF ON OFF ON 

23 512 11,776 OFF ON OFF OFF 

6 2048 12,288 OFF OFF ON OFF 

3 4096 12,288 OFF OFF OFF ON 

NOTE: "ONtI = DEPRESS + SIDE OF SWITCH. 

9. 1.7 SMD EXCEPTIONS 

Though the 6170 SMD interface conforms to the functional 
requirements of the SMD defacto industry standard. differences 
between a-inch and 14-inch technology result in the following 
"exceptions" to specific CDC 9760 SMD specifications: 

A. 13.344 ,bytes per track (unformatted) compared to 20,160 bytes 
per track on drives with larger diameter disks. 
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B. The industry SMD inter'ace 'or 14-inch drives permits 
trans,er rates up to 9.677 MHz; the Kennedy 6170 system clock is 
6.4 MHz. 

C. The industry SMD interface allows an "Address Mark"; the 
Kennedy 6170 SMD inter'ace does not. 

D. The 6170 has 614 customer-accessible cylinders. 

E. The industry-standard 14-inch SMD drives allow fixed heads; 
the 6170 with an SMD interface does not. 

F. The Kennedy 6170 SMD inter'ace does not include provision for 
dual ports; . hence, there are no busy, release or priority select 
"decodes" or bus responses. 

G. The 6170 SMD uses pluggable resistor-packs for termination of 
the "A" cable. 

H. Th e Kennedy 6170 SMD does not prov ide for p ower'-sequenc i ng 
over the interface bus. 

I. The PLO clock on the 6170 SMD is set at 3.2 MHz. PLO 
sync-time is 10 microseconds. 

J. Th e Kennedy 6170 uses thT'ee or five data head s, 
upon the model. 

depending 

K. Kennedy 6170 SMD I/F Index and Sector pulses have a pulse 
width 0' 2. 5 microseconds. 

L. The time between the leadng edge of "Tag 1" and the trailing 
e d g e so, " See kEn d .i 0 r "On C y lin d e r II i s 8 t 0 10m i c: r 0 sec 0 n d s 
(maximum oT 15 microseconds). 

t1. Following Tag 3, the time between activating "Rezero" and 
deactivating "Seek End" is 15 to 20 microseconds. 

N. Q"-time for "Seek End" i!:' 2.8 milliseconds if trac:k off-set 
is used. 

O. The drive cannot be selected until the power-up sequence has 
completed. 
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9.2 SIGNAL LINE FUNCTIONS AND LOGIC 

Figure 2-2. earlier in this section. showed the nomenclature for the 
signals on the lines of the A and B interface cables. This 
subsection briefly describe~ the fUnctions th~t the signals perform 
and the logic which activates them. The signal lines are described 
as they are shown in Figure 2-2. from top to bottom. reference is 
made to timing diagram in subsection 9.3. 

NOTE: PARAGRAPHS 9.2.1 THROUGH 9.2.5 COVER INPUT LINES ON THE 
A-CABLE. PARACRAPHS 9.2.6 THROUGH 9.2.12 COVER OUTPUT LINES. 

9. 2. 1 UNIT SELECT TAG 

The Unit Select Tag is activated to gate on the "unit select 
line" in the drive if the unit address comparator finds that the 
four unit select lines on the interface (2/0, 211.2/2 and 2/3) 
agree with the unit interface PCB. The Unit Select Switch is 
further described in Section 9.1.5; unit select timing is shown 
in Paragrap h 9. 3. 1. 

9.2.2 UNIT SELECT BUS LINES 

The Unit Select Bus Lines contain the binary vaule of the desired 
unit member; this value is set into the unit address comparator 
on the rising edge or the Unit Select Tag. Table 2-2. earlier in 
this section. showed the decoding logic for the Unit Select 
Swi teh. 

NOTE: ONCE THE COMBINATION OF THE UNIT SELECT TAG. UNIT SELECT 
BUS LINES AND UNIT SELECT ADDRESS SWITCH CAUSE THE "UNIT SELECT 
LINE" TO BE ACTIVATED. THE "UNIT SELECT LINE" WILL GATE THE TAG 
LINES. BUS-aIT LINES AND CONTROL SIGNAL LINES ACTIVE. SEE THE 
ASTERISKS O~ FIGURE 2-2. 
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9.2.3 TAG LINES (TAG 1, 2 AND 3) 

The Tag Lines are used in conJunction with Bus Bits 0-9 to 
establish the command that the selected drive must execute, at 
what cylinder, and with which head. Tag 1 gates the contents of 
Bus bits 0-9 into the Cylinder Address Register (CAR); this is 
the binary vaue of the desired cylinder (0-613). Tag 2 gates the 
contents of Bus Bits 0, 1, and 2 into the Head Address Register 
(HAR); this is the binary value of the desired head (0--4>' Tag 
3 is a "cantrol select" which indicates the command that should 
be executed when the cylinder and head of the selected drive are 
active. The choice of commands are: Write Gate, Read Gate, 
Servo Offset Forward, Servo Offset Reverse, Fault Clear, Return
to-Zero, Data Strobe Early, and Data Strobe Late. Table 2-5 
summarizes the logical relationships between the three Tag Lines. 
Timing relationships are in Subsection 9.3. 

9.2.4 BUS LINES (0-9) 

The Bus lines perform different functions depending upon the 
state of the tag lines. As mentioned in Section 9.2.3, they 
contain the cylinder address at Tag 1 time,... the head address 
at Tag 2 time.... and the command to be executed at Tag 3 time. 
Since the events at Tag 1 and Tag 2 were already described in 
Paragraph 9.2.3, only the command functions at Tag 3 time are 
described here. 

Bit 0 - Bit 0, in conJunction with Tag 3 enables writing, 
providing that none of the following conditions exist: 

1. W .. · i t e Pro t e c t act i ve . 
2. Forward or Reverse Offset in effect. 
3. Early or Late Strobe active. 
4. Power on Heset (POR). 

The write operation is enabled as follows: the index pulse 
triggers the read gate .... the header is read and validated .... 
if the header is the header for the cylinder, head, and sector 
being sought, the write gate is enabled and writing begins. 
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BIT 1 

TAG 
BUS 

Bit 0 

1 

. 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

:rABLE 2-5 TAG 

TAG-l 
CYLINDER 

ADDRESS 

CAR 0 

CAR 1 

CAR 2 

CAR 3 

CAR 4 

CAR 5 

CAR 6 

CAR 7 

CAR 8 

CAR 9 

AND BUS BITS 

TAG-2 
HEAD 

SELECT 

HAR 0 

HAR· 1 

HAR 2 

TAG-3 
CONTROL 

SELECT 

Write 
Enable 

Read 
Enable 

Servo 
Offset 
Fwd 

Servo 
Offset 
Rev 

Fault 
Clear 

Return 
to Zero 

Data 
Strobe 
Early 

Data 
Strobe 
Late 

Bit 1 in conJunction with Tag 3 enables reading. Read must be 
enabled in a field that is known to contain zeros and is at least 
ten microseconds long. The ten microseconds allows time for PLO 
(Phase-Locked Oscillator) synchronization before the sync 
characte~ can be read. The data field immediately follows the 
sync character. 
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NOTE: Head selection can be changed without deactivating the 
Read Enable when reading a data field that has not been 
overwritten since the time the disk was first written. If the 
data field has been over-written, Read Enable must be deactivated 
for one microsecond between the header information and reasserted 
in a field of zeros for at least ten microseconds before valid 
data can be read. 

BIT 2 

Bit 2 in conJunction with Tag 3 enables offset forward. Offset 
forward is a 200 u-inch offset of the heads toward the spindle 
(inward from the nominal "on-cylinder" position). This command 
is availabl'e to the user to enhance the recoverability of "soft" 
read errors. "Offset" is only permitted during Read operations. 
See Paragraph 9. 3. 8. 

BIT 3 

Bit 3 in conJunction with Tag 3 enables offset reverse. Offset 
reverse is a 200 u-inch offset of the heads away from the spindle 
<outward from the nominal "on-cylinder" position). This command 
is also used in the llser's retry proceduT'es. "Offset" is only 
p eT'mi tted d uri n9 read op erat ions. See Paragrap h 9. 3. 8. 

BIT 4 

Bit 4 in cOPJunction with Tag 3 is used to clear a fault. If the 
condition that caused the fault is still present, the fault 
signal will again be set when the "fault clear" signal is 
removed. 

BIT 6 

Bit 6 in conJunction with Tag 3 is used to initiate a Return
to-track 0 regardless of the current cylinder location. If a 
seek error was being signaled, it would be reset. Cylinder. Head 
and Present Address Registers would also be reset. 

BIT 7 

Bit 7 in conJunction with Tag 3 is used to data strobe early. 
Read clock transitions in the read-write circuit are caused to be 
earlier than nominal by 6 nanoseconds relative to the data 
window. This can only be done during a read operation. It is 
used to Jacilitate read recovery in the user's read- retry 
procedures. 
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BlT 8 

Bit 8 in conJunction with Tage 3 is u.ed to data strobe late. 
When this signal is active, the read clock transitions in the 
read-write circuit are later than nominal by 6 nanoseconds 
relative to the data window. This can only be done during a read 
operation. It is used in conJunction with read-strobe early, in 
the user's read-retry procedures. to facilitate recovery of soft 
errors. 

9. 2. 5 OPEN CABLE DETECTOR 

This is an' input signal which becomes active if the A-cable 
becomes disconnected between the Controller-Formatter in the host 
and the drive. When the signal is active, the drive is placed in 
a "power- on-reset" state. This disables all of the line drivers 
and receivers that are activated by the "unit select signal". 

NOTE: Paragraph 9.2.6 through 9.2.12 cover outputs from the 
interface board to the A-Cable. 

9.2.6 INDEX 

Index is a pulse that is generated from a patt~rn on the 
prerecorded servo disk. It is generated once each revolution. 
Each cylinder is capable of producing an index pulse. The pulse 
is 2.5 microseconds in duration and occurs every 16.67 
milliseconds . 

. 9.2.7 SECTOR 

Sector pulses are produced to identify individual sectors in a 
track. Each track contains between 3 and 84 sectors, depending 
upon the setting of the Sector Size Selection switch on the 
Interface PCB. The switch setting controls a programmable 
caunter which in turn establishes how frequently a sector pulse 
will be produced following an index pulse. The Sector Size 
Selection S~itch is al.o used to select either a 28-byte or a 
44-byte sector overhead format, as described in 9.4. 

9.2.8 FAUL..,T 

This line is active (true) to indicate a fault condition which 
could be any of the following: 



l:i~Nt.,jEDY COMPANY 'SERIES 6170 PRODUCT SPECIFICATION ,,:...,P.;..:A,,,,,G.::E,--_45 

1. One of the DC supply voltages is below 10% 0' nominal. 
2. ~"riting o'f cylinder 
3. Attempting to write on a "write-protected ll disk 
4. PLO not "locked" during Write 
5. Write-gate and read-gate both on at the same time 
6. ~Jrite current with no Write gate 
7. More than one head selected simultaneously 
8. hI.' it ega t e wit h no wr i t e c I 0 c k t l' a n sit ion s 

This line may be cleared by Fault Clear (Tag 3 and Bus Bit 4) 

9.2.9 SEEK ERROR 

This line is active (true) when a seek error has occurred. A 
seek error will occur as d result of anyone of the 'oIIDwing: 

1. Unable to complete a seek within 800 milliseconds. 

2. Heads have been postioned outside 09 the recordable track 
area (1. e., into the guard-band area). Note: This forces 
a power-on reset. 

3. An illegal cylinder address has been sent to the drive. 

A seek error is assumed to be a so,t errori whenever it occurs, 
retry procedures in the Controller-Fdormatter must cause the 
heads to return to track 00 using a Rezero command. This resets 
the seek error and permits another seek to be initiated. from 
trac: k 00. 

9. 2. 10 ON CYLINDER 

This signal is sent to the Controller-Formatter when the heads 
are positioned at the desired cylinder. The condition is cleared 
at the beginning 0' any new seek and reset at the completion of 
another successful seek. Any valid "offset" command will result 
in the loss of "on-cylinder" for 3 msec. 

9.2.11 UNIT READY 

The unit ready line is true when the drive is selected, disk 
drive spe~d is being maintained within tolerances. a successful 
rezero has been completed, the heads are over valid cylinders, 
and no fault conditions exist in the drive. 
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9.2.12 WRITE PROTECTED 

This line. when 
protected. If a 
protec ted head. a 
line. 

true. indicates that the selected head is write 
write operation is initia~ed on a write 
fault condition is established via the fault 

NOTE: Paragraphs 9.2.13 and 9.2.14 cover inputs to the interfelce 
board from the B-Cable. 

9.2.13 WRITE DATA 

The Write Data line contains serial differential NRZ data from 
the Controller-Formatter. It is used in conJunction with the 
write clock line to establish the pattern of information that is 
written on the dist. Write Data is carried on pins 8 and 20; 
the line is grounded at pin 7. 

9.2.14 WRITE CLOCK 

The write clock signal which is received at t~e disk drive from 
the Controller-Formatter is a retransmitted Servo Clock pulse 
which was in turn derived from the servo disk. The write clock 
is synchroniz~d with write data to produce the data patterns 
which ar~ written on disk. Writ~ clock is carried on pins 6 and 
19; ground is obtained at pin 18. 

NOTE: Paragraphs 9.2.15 through 9.2.22 cover outputs 'rom the 
SMD interface board to the Controller- Formatter located in the 
host system. 

9.2.15 SERVO CLOCK 

The Servo Clock is a 6.4 MHz signal derived from a pr~recorded 
pattern on the servo surface of one of the disks. The Signal is 
16 times the sync rrequency and is used to define bit-cell 
boundaries during write operations. The signal is sent to the 
Controller-Formatter which returns it as a "~.Jrite Clock". The 
write clock thus derived will have built-in prOV1Slons for 
variations in disk rotation. The leading edge of the Servo Clock 
occurs at th~ center Or the data recording window. The servo 
clock is carried on pins 2 and 14; ground is obtained at pin 1. 
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9. 2. 16 READ DATA 

This signal line contains data that has been read from disk by 
the selected head. The data is synchronized such that the 
leading edge of the read clock is coincident with the center of 
the data bit. Read Data is carried on pins 3 and 16; ground is 
obtained at pin 15. 

9.2.17 READ CLOCK 

The Read Clock is generated from the data that is read from the 
disk. The raw data, in conJunction with the Phase-locked 
oscillator (PLO), is used to establish the bit-cell window. The 
clock pulse is established at the center of the window. Read 
clock is carried on pin 5 and 17; ground is obtained at pin 4. 

9. 2. 18 SEEK END 

The Seek End signal is sent back to the Controller-FormatteT' to 
indicate the end of a Seek, Rezero, or Offset Operation. The 
signal goes false (inactive) at the beginning of a seek, rezero 
or offset command. Seek End is carried, on pins 10 and 23. 

9.2.19 UNIT SELECTED 

The Unit Selected line is active (true) when the Unit Select 
lines at the A-Cable portion of the interface bus compare with 
the unit address that has been set into the unit address DIP 
switch on the SMD interface board, and the Unit Select Tag is 
present. The Unit Selected line activates all status outputs to 
the A-Cable; it also enables inputs 'rom the 
Controller-Formatter. Unit Selected is carried on pins 22 and 9; 
ground is obtained at pin 21. 

9.2.20 INDEX 

An alternate Index pulse is sent out on the B-Cable since in 
dais~-chained operations, Index may not always be available via 
A-Cable (it is gated with Unit Select when it comes via the 
A-Cable). The B-Cable is always radially-connected. The Index 
pulse on the B-Cable, like the Index pulse on the A-Cable, is 
generated,once each revolution from a pattern on the prerecorded 
servo disk. The pulse is carried on pins 12 and 24; ground is 
obtained at pins 13 and 26. 



200 ns (Min) --II--
I I 

unit Select Lines 0 thru--------I 
3 (equal to unit Select 
Swi tch Setting) 

unit Select Tag 
I 

Unit Selected Line 

I 
I 

Status Lines plus ~-----~--! 
Cylinder and Head : 
Select Lines 400 ns ~ 

(Max) 

Figure 2-9 Unit Select Timing 

I 
I I 
I I 

~ ~ 200 ns 
(Max) 
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9.2.21 SECTOR 

An alternate Sector pulse is sent out on the B-Cable since in 
daisy-chained operation. the Sector pulse may not always be 
available via the A-Cable (it is gated with Unit Select when it 
comes via the A-Cable). The B-Cable is always radially 
connected. Sector pulses are produced by a combination of a 
programmable counter and the sector-size selection switch. 

9.2.22 GROUND 

Ground is DC-ground from the user-supplied power supply. 

9. 3 SIGNAL LINe TIMING 

This subsection contains timing relationships between the signals 
and logic described in Subsection 9.2. Cross-reference i& made to 
specific paragraphs of Subsection 9.2. 

9.3.1 UNIT SELECT 

Figure 2-9 shows the timing relationships between the Unit Select 
Tag. the Unit Select Address Switch. the Unit Selected Line and 
the various Status Lines. Reference can be made to Paragraphs 
9.2.1, 9.2.2 and 9.2.19. In summary. when the Unit Select Tag is 
active and the state OT the Unit Select Lines equal the state of 
the Unit Address Switch, the Unit Selected Line is activated on 
the risng edge of the TAG. With the Unit Selected line active 
the various Status Lines. plus the Cylinder and Head-Select Lines 
also become active. A 200 nanD-second stabilization time must be 
allowed for changes in the state of signals, resulting in the 
switching times that are shown in Figure 2-9. 

9,3.2 SEEV, 

Figure 2-10 shows the timing relationships during a "Seek" 
command. The first thing to happen is the Bus Bits being set to 
the address of the desired cylinder by the Controller- Formatter. 
Then, when Tag 1 comes true. provided 200 ns has been allowed for 
the Bus bit lines to settle. the Cylinder Address Register (CAR) 
is set to the state of the Bus Bits. The "On Cylinder" and "Seek 
End" line~ go false; this begins a Seek operation. When Tag 2 
is received (a minimum of 400 ns later) the low-order contents of 
the Bus Bits are set into HAR. This causes the desired head to 
be selected during the next 200 ns. The positioning action of 
the Seek command now begins. 
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NOTE: The Tag 1 and Tag 2 signal lines were used to set in a 
cylinder address and select a head. If the cylinder or head that 
was set in turned out to be different from the one that was 
currently active, a seek to the new cylinder and head began at 
that time. 

Tag 3 is the "control tagH. It controls which operation the 
drive is caused to perform after a seek has been completed. When 
Tag 3 COtTles true <controlled by the Controller-Formatter), the 
drive unit executes a command as determined by the state of the 
Bus Bits. Reference may be made back to Table 2-5 and the line 
descriptions which follow it. The descriptions which follow are 
oriented to the operations which result from specific Bus bit 
settings at Tag 3 time. 

9.3.3 WRITE 

A write operation is begun if Bus Bit 0 is true at Tag 3 time and 
the following additional conlhti~s exist: 

1. No Write Protect 
2. No Forward or Reverse Offset 
3. No Ear I y or Late Data Strob e 
4. No Power-On Reset 

Before write is enabled, a search is made to find the desired 
sector in the track where writing is to begin. The Index pulse 
and successive Sector Pulses each trigger the Read Enable line as 
shown in Figure 2-11. Write Ehable Timing. Successive Headers 
are read until the correct header is found, at that time, the 
Write Enable gate comes true and data is allowed to be written. 

The header must be preceded by at least 8-bytes of zeroes to 
allow time for VFO lock-up before reading the "sync" character 
which is located at the end of the field of zeroes .. The zeroes, 
sync character and header are supplied by the Controller
Formatt;er. 

Read Enable is activated within one byte time 0' the leading edge 0' the Index Pulse. The Hread data" which is the header is sent 
to the Controller-Formatter for comparison. If the header is for 
the desired sector, Write-Enable is activated in less than one 

. byte-time. 
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Figure 2-12 shows the conversion of NRZ data from the 
Controller-Formatter to MFM. Straight FM is shown for comparison 
purposes. The top line in Figure 2-12 shows bit-cell times and 
the value of the bit within each cell. The second line shows 
w~ite clock pulses which are sent from the Controller-Formatter 
to the drive (these are generated from the servo clock pulses 
which the disk drive unit sends to the Controller>. The NRZ 
write data on the third line is in one state for binary 1 and the 
opposite state for a binary O. An FM signal would have more flux 
followed by the presence (1) or absence (0) of a data pulse. 
When FM is modified to produce MFM. the need for a clock pulse at 
the beginning Or each data cell. is eliminated. 

A convention is adopted wherein binary l's always have a rlux 
transition in the center or a cell. There is no flux transition 
iTl the data cell or a binary zero which was either preceded by or 
followed by. a binary one. There is a flux transition (at the 
beginning of the data cell) in the data cell of adJoining binary 
zeroes. 

The write signal will magnetize the surface of the disk in one 
direction or the other. The points of transition from one 
direction of magnetization to the other will have bit 
significance. 

The headey' must 
allow time ror 
which is located 
sync character 
Formatter. 

be preceded by at least 8-bytes Or zeroes to 
VFO lock-up before reading the "sync" character 
at· the end or the field of zeroes. The zeroes, 
and header are supplied by the Controller-

Read Enable is activated within one byte time of the leading edge 
of the Index Pulse. The "read data" which is the header is sent 
to the Controller-Formatter ror comparison. If the header is for 
desired sector, Write Enable is activated in less than one byte
time. 

9.3.4 READ 

A read operation is begun if bus Bit 1 is true at Tag 3 time. 
This was shown in Figure 2-11. Write Enable Timing. Read Enable 
is gated by no power-on reset in process. In a read operation, 
however. Read Enable stays true and Write Enable stays false. 
"Data" is then read from the sector which follows. The data that 
is read is as shown on the top line of Figure 2-13 

The analog data thus read and amplified is "squared" to 
signal which is shown on the second line of Figure 2-13. 
then converted to the NRZ signal which is famili~r 
Controller-Formatter. 

the MFM 
This is 

to the 
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AT THE OUTPUT CONNECTOR OF THE COlliTROL UNIT. 

2. THE PERIolISSABLE VALUE OF TF IS 11I6:t IIns (APPROX. ~ 3%1. 
WHICH INCLUDES THE ROTATIONAL SPEED TOLERANCE. 
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Write Clock Generation 
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Figure 2-16 Index-to-Sector-Pulse Timing 
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9. 3. 5 WRITE CLOCK GENERATION 

The timing relationships between the Servo Clock (from the disk 
to the controller) and the Write Clock (from the Controller to 
the Disk) are as shown in Figure 2-14. As stated in no. 2 of 
notes, these timings are at the output connector of the control 
unit. 

9.3.6 READ CLOCK GENERATION 

The timing relationship between the read clock and the NRZ data 
signal which is derived from data that was read, is as shown in 
Figure 2-15. 

9. 3. 7 INDEX-TO-SECTOR-PULSE TIMING 

Index-to-sector pulse tming is as shown in Figure 2-16. The 
Index and Sector pulses have a 2. 5 usec +/-3% duration. 

Each sector is of length liT ".; however the time between the 
leading edge of the last sector ~ulse and the leading edge of 
I Tl de xis II T +K II • 

itT" is equal to the number of bytes peT' sector multiplied by 
1.249 microseconds. 

9.3.8 OFFSET TIMING 

An Offset Operation is begun if Bus Bits 2 or 3 are true at Tag 3 
time. The heads are offset from the selected cylinder by 200 u 
inch as 10l"\g as Tag 3 and Bus Bits 2 or 3 remain active. "On 
Cylinder" and "Seek End" are de-activated for 3 milliseconds. 
When Tag 3 and Bus Bits 2 or 3 are de-activated, the servo 
returns to its normal lion-track" position. The Controller must 
wait until this occurs (approximately 10 ms) prior to issuing any 
further com~ands. See Figure 2-17. Note: Bus Bit 2 causes 
offset toward the inner diameter of the disk (Forward Offset); 
Bus Bit 3 causes offset toward the outer diameter of the disk 
<Reverse Offset). 



Offset Fwd.or Rev. _____ .JJ 

Tag 3 -----~ 

Bus 2 or 3 _____ ..J 

On Cylinder/Seek -----------~I 
End I . 

14".25 J1s(max) ~ I .. ~---Jl ... -r-I 2. 8 ms (nomina 1 ) 

Figure 2-17 Offset Timing 
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9.3.9 FAULT RESET 

A "Fault Reset" operation begins if Bus Bit 4 is true at Tag 3 
time. The result of a "Fault Reset" is the resetting of the· 
Fault Line which the drive sends to the Controller-Formatter. If 
the condition which caused the "fault" is no longer present, the 
"fault" output remains reset; if the condition still exists, the 
"fault" ,line will become active again as soon as the fault reset 
conditions are .... emoved. Tag 3 is active for minimum of 400 ns. 
It takes up to as microseconds to reset the Fault Line~ See 
Figure 2-18. 

9.3.10 RETURN-TO-ZERO 
, 

R~turn-to-Zero is an operation in which the head-carriage 
assembly is repositioned to Cylinder 0, independent of its 
ptesentposition. It occurs when Bus Bit 6 is true at Tag 3 
time. If a seek error was being signaled, the Seek Error would 
be reset. Cylinder, Head, and Present Address Registers would 
also be reset. Figure 2-19 shows Return-to- zero timing 
following a seek error. 

9.3.11 ZERO TRACK SEEK 

Figure 2-10 showed over-all seek timing; Figure 2-19 showed 
"re tur·n-to-zero" timing/ Figure 2-20, below, shows a seek to the 
same cylinder as where the heads are currently located. 

9.4 SECTOR: FORt1ATS 

Two different types of format are available on the SMD Interface 
PCB. One type includes a 28-byte overhead; the other type includes 
a 44-byte overhead. The user can select either one of the two 
formats using the Sector Size Sel ec ti.on Switch i nthe SMD InteT'fa c e 
Board. Table 2-4, earlier in this section, describes the effect of 
the two different oveT'head amounts on a) the number of sectors per 
tT'ack, b} the number of bytes per sector, and c) the numbeT' of bytes 
per track. The overhead size that the user selects will depend on 
the speed of the switching circuitry in the ControlleT'-Formatter and 
in the other elements of the host system. Systems which include 
~igh speed circuitry can use the 28-byte overhead format; slower 
systems can opt for the 44-byte overhead format. 
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Figure 2-19, Return-To-Zero Timing Following a Seek Error 
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9.4.1 28-BVT'E OVERHEAD FORMAT 

The sector 'ormat with 28-bytes o' overhea~ is shown in 
2-21. Guick review o' Figure 2-21 wi1l show that a 
consists of two basic 'ields: a "header" field and a 
field. Both the haader and the data 'ields are preceded 
"sync" 'ield and 'ollowed by a "read-write splice". 

Figure 
sector 
"data ll 

by a 

The "sync" field consists o' eight bytes o' zeroes which are 
n~eded to synchronize the phase-locked oscillator (PLO) in the 
read-write circuitry. The PLO must be IIlocked-up" prior to 
encountering the Sync Character. The Sync Character is "Hex 19 11 • 

It serves as a ".lag" that signals th. beginning o' the header 
that is about to be encountered. 

The "header ll consists o' a two-byte cylinder a'ddress. a one-byte 
head ad~ress. a one byte sector address, and two bytes to be used 
for a check character. The check character could be a parity 
check .... a cyc:lic redundancy check (CRe), ... or an error detect/ 
correct cede o' the Hamming or Fire-Code type. The user has the 
option o' choosing and implementing the error detection and 
correction system. The "apparent" data rate w,ll signi'icantly 
improve if an error-correction system is implemented as opposed 
to a simple error-detection system. The data error rates gi~en 
in Section 2 assume that a minimum. a CRC checking system is 
used. 

The header field is followed by a read-write "splice ll • The 
splice is a one-byte area which allows 'or the electronics to 
"switch" when making the transition from read to write during a 
Write operation. Next (referring to Figure 2-21) the sync field 
which precedes the ,data field is encountered. It is the same as 
the sync field which preceded the header field and it serves the 
same purpose. The data field may contain from 128 to 4096 bytes 
of data; the number of bytes o' data in a sector is determined 
by the setting o' the Sector-Size-Selection switch on the SMD 
Interface PCB. as shown earlier in Table 2-4 
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SYNC FIELD HEADER FIELD SPLICE 
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, etc. - -, 
S3 S4 SP2 -8 I 2 I 
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Figure 2-21 Sector Format with 28-Byte Overhead 
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9.4.2 44-BVTE OVERHEAD FORMAT 

The number of sec.tors per track, the number of data bytes per 
sector. and the number of data bytes per track for the 44-byte 
overhead was shown earlier in this section in Table 2-4. Figure 
2-22, below, shows the relationship of overhead to data in the 
44-b y te format. 

This is suggested format only. the choice of elements is with 
the user. An explanation of the various elements of the overhead 
and data follows the figure. 

Each iector contains a Beginning of Record (BOR) and an End of 
Record (EOR) field to add to the time between sectors when 
reading. It. is suggested that m (the number of bytes in BOR) and 
n (the nu~ber of bytes in EOR) total to equal 9. The contents of 
the BOR apd EOR are the user's choice. The PLO sync field must 
be zeroes. 

Actually, only 8 bytes of zeroes are needed by the PLO; 
are suggested in this format . . ,' eleven 

The header field is the same as in the 28-byte overhead format, 
above. with one exception. A byte is added to the header to be 
used as desired by the user. It could contain a flag bit to 
indicate unit status to the host; or, it could be used to 
indicate the unit's 1. D. no. to the host operating system. The 
remaining elements of the overhead are as described in the 28-
byte format, above. There is a 2-byte cylinder address, a 1-
byte head address. a 1-byte sector address and room for a 2- byte 
check/correct character. An error correcting system. including a 
Hamming/Fire-code-character, is recommended. 

A one-byte read-write "splice" separates the header field 'rom 
the sync ~ield for the data field. The number of bytes in the 
data field is established by the Sector Size Selection switch as 
shown in Table 2-4. It is between 128 and 4096 bytes. depending 
upon the setting of the four-switch assembly. 

In summary, there must be at least 8 bytes 0' zeroes preceding 
the header to insure synchronization of the PLO. in addition, 
there must be a 1-byte gap or splice between sectors. 
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9. 5 POWER LINES 

DC power for operating the drive is furnished by the user. One DC 
power cable must be fabricated for each drive. Figure 2-23 shows 
the voltages or grounds expected at the pin numbers of ~ack ~P on 
the SMD Interface PCB. Note the "caution" on Figure 2-23 regarding 
the user's c~oice of frame ground versus DC ground. 

POWER CONNECTOR ~P 

+24V DC GND +12V -5V +5V 

+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+ 
PIN NO. I 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 a 9 10 

+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-----+ 

"* 24V RETURN -12V DC GND DC GND +5V 

Figure 2-23 Power Lines 

*CAUrrONFrame Ground is Jumpered to DC Ground at the factory. If 
separate Frame Ground is required, remove the Jumper between the 
pads marked ~Frame Ground" and "DC Ground" on the component side of 
the logic PCB next to the power connector. 
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10 "DIS!!, BUS" DISK DRIVE INTERFACE 

This specification describes the interface between 1> the Disk Bus 
Inter'ce PCB on the Disk Drive Unit which is described in Section 1 of 
this specification and 2) a Controller-Formatter which is part of the 
host system and designed to control a drive whi~h has a "Disk Bus" 
Interface. 

10. 1 PHYSICAL AND ELECTRICAL INTERFACE DEFINITION 

The IIInterface!' is defined as the signal ines and power lines that 
must be connect~d to Jacks JB and JP on the Disk Bus PCB in order 
for the Kennedy 6170 to function as described in Section 1. JB is 
the receptacle for a 40- conductor ribbon cable; JP is the 
receptacle for a 10-wire power cable. The "interface" has a variety 
of characteristics such as: physical properties, electrical 
properties, timing, logical interrelationships, and formatting 
considerations. All of these are included in the term "interrace" 
and are described in this spe~!fication in the term "interface" and 
are described in this specifi"tion in terms of what can be seen at 
individual pins of JB which are collectively called the Disk Bus 
Interface. The Disk Bus Interface is shown in Figure 3-,1. 

A cable diagram showing how the interface bus relates to the 40-pin 
signal cable and the 10-pin power cable is given in Figure 3-2, 
Interface Cables. 

Figure 3-3 is a functional block diagram or the disk drive SUbsystem 
which uses the interface lines shown in Figure 3-2. 

Subsection 10.1 begins with a summary of what is shown in the block 
diagram; it follows with a description of the electrical 
characteristics of the interface lines, including line transmitters, 
line receivers and line terminators. Descriptions of functions, 
logic, timing, and format 0' the intelligence carried by the signal 
lines are in Subsections 6.2 and 6.3. 

10. 1. 1 BLOCK DIAGRAM 

The block diagram in Figure 3-3 functionally separates the 
Kennedy 6170 Disk Drive Unit into the following parts (reading 
from left to right on the block diagram): 
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Figure 3-3 Functional Block Diagram - Disk Bus 
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- Controller-Formatter PCB 
Disk Bus Interface PCB 

- Servo PCB 
- Read/Write PCB 

Linear Motor Actuator 
- Head Carriage Assembly 

Disks 
DC Disk Drive Motor 

The Controller-Formatter is supplied by the user. It is shown in 
Figure 3-3 only to give increased meaning to the remaining 
functional elements, all of which are located in the Kennedy 6170 
Disk Drive Unit. The Disk Bus Interface Board contains the 
control logic and timing for executing the principal operations 
of the disk drive subsystem. which are: 

1. Select a Disk Drive Unit - This is done by comparing Unit 
Address information which comes over the Control Bus from the 
Controller-Formatter with the configuration of Unit Address 
Jumpers on the Disk Bus Interface PCB. When a given drive's 
Jumper configuration agrees with 'the Unit Address that is being 
received, that drive responds to the Controller-Formatter (i. e., 
the drive is "selected"). A Unit Acknowledge "number" (4 lines> 
is sent to the Controller-Formatter. 

2; Seek - The Head Carriage Assembly is postioned at the 
cylinder where writing or reading is to take place using drive 
circuitry that is located on the Servo PCB. A head is selected 
to establish the specific surface where data is to be written or 
read. via the Read-Write PCB. Then, the specific track and 
sector where writing or reading is to begin is established by the 
Interface PCB. The servo system positions the head at the 
correct sylinder and holds the head on-cylinder. 

3. Writ~ - Serial binary data from the Controller-Formatter is 
written into the data areas of sectors of a track; timing is 
synchronized to the disk by using system clock pulses to generate 
write clock pulses. 

4. Read - Data that was wr i tten as de scr i bed ab ove, is read
back from the disk and sent to the Controller-Formatter so that 
it can be acted upon by the host CPU. 

PhYSical connection between the Disk Bus Interface in Figure 3-1 
ahe:! a) ot~er 6170 Disk Drive Units. as well as b) the Controller 
Formatter in the host system. is made using two signal cables and 
one power cable. as described in Paragraph 10.1.2. Cables. 
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10. 1. 2 CABLES 

The two cables which interface the 6170 with a Disk Bus Interface 
to other 6170 drives and to the host system are listed in Table 
3-1. 

CABLE NAI1E 

Signal Cable 
to Jack JB 

Power Cable 

TABLE 3-1 INTERFACE CABLES 

DESCRIPTION 

40-conductor flat ribbon 
cable -- maximum of 

Connector (Open strain 
relief) 

10-conduc tor, 18-gaug e 
wire -- maximum of 
4 ft. (1. 2 m) 

Connector 

MFTR. & PART NO. 

Spectro-Strip 
No. 455-248-40 

3M 3417-6040 

Fabricated by 
User 

AMP 1-640426-0 

A. Location - The location of the above two cables is 
in Figure 3-4. Marker bands on the cable are keyed on 
of the receptacle on the PCB. 

as shown 
pin No. 1 

B. Connections - The signal cable can be connected to up to. 15 
daisy-chained disk drives. Terminators must be installed in the 
controller as well as each drive of the daisy-chained string. 
Figure 3-5 shows as daisy-chained connection. 

10. 1. 3 RECEIVERS/DRIVERS 

The cable connected to JB of the Controller-Formatter contains 
the following type of information: control signals, status 
lines, timing pulses, clock pulses and data signals. Command and 
status tra~sfers are asynchronous, thereby allowing a simple 
direct interface to the host mainframe. This is especially 
useful to LSI-type microprocessor-based host CPU's. Signals on 
the bus use an attention/acknowledge handshake which can be 
controlled by user hardware or software via microproce~sor-port 
I/O bits. 



~ 

Disk Bus PCB 

RECEPTACLE 
PIN NO.1 

Figure 3-4 Cable Locations 

DC Power 
(10 Pos) 

liB" Cable 
(40 Pos) 



User's 
Controller 
Formatter 

User's 
Power 

Supply(s) 

Drive Drive 

. *n= maximum of 15 

Figure 3-5 Daisy-Chained Connection 
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All "signals" on the bus are standard TTL levels, with the 
exception of Read-Write Data and Clocks, Read Enable, and Write 
Enable, which use industry-standard differential driver/receivers 
to assure data and timing integrity. The differential driver! 
receivers operate in a balanced mode; that is, noise induced on 
one line is common-mode at the receivers input terminals. where 
it is ~eJected. The ground connection between the line driver 
and receiver is not part of the signal circuit, insuring that 
system performance is isolated from circulating ground circuits. 
The typical delay is approximately (30 + 1. 3 L) nanoseconds. 
where L is the distance in feet separating the driver and 
receiver. This delay includes one gate delay in both the driver 
and the recaiver. 

Figure 3-6 shows the Receiver/Drivers circuits and terminators 
for the eight control bus signals. 

Figure 3-7 shows the Receiver//Driver circuits and terminators 
for the various "control" signals. 

Figure 3-8 shows the Receiver/Driver circuits for ,the five 
differential-pair signal lines. 

10.1.4 TERMINATORS 

The differential-pair lines on ~B are terminated in 56-ohms to 
ground. as shown in Figure 3-8. The "Bi-Data" lines have 
additional 10K ohm resistors to +5V and -5V. as shown in Figure 
3.207, note 6. 

10. 1. 5 SIGNAL LEVELS 

Typical signal levels for differential lines are as given below: 

Logical 1: 

Logical 0: 

(low) Signal 
+ (High) signal 

+ (Low) signal 
(High) signal 

-0. 45V 
OV 

OV 
+0. 45V 

Signal levels for standard TTL lines are as follows: 

Logical 1 = <0.4 volts = low = Activated 
'Logical 0 = >2.4 volts = High = De-activated 



Figure 3-6 

Controller 
r - -- --
I H 

- -, 

1.5 K 

I 
I 
I 

1 To.15 Drives 
r~ ----....., 

·1 
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NOTES: I. BUS CABLE IS 40 COt;[JUCTCR-26 OR 28 GAUGE FLAT CABLE. 

2. COtiTROLLER AND EACH DRIVE IS TERMINATED WITH 

1.5 K/3.3K NETWORK. 

3. I.IAXIIJUt.I CABLE LENGTH IS 30 FEET. (914 em) 
4. 745241 MID 74LS244 loIAY fE SUBSTITUTED FOR AM2917A. 

Control Bus Drivers, Receivers and Terminators 
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10.1.6 JUMPER-SELECTABLE OPTIONS 

The Disk Eus Interface Board contains two Jumper Blocks which are 
used to enable certain optionsl as listed below: 

Option 1 - Establishes the address of the drive as one of the 
numbers between 1 and 15 (15 possible unit address). 

Option 2 - Establishes the model no. of the drive as follows: 

6172 
6173 

24 MB 
40 MB 

Option 3 Establishes sector data sizes with three different 
amounts of overhead -- two of the overhead amounts (28 and 44) 
oTfer six different sector data sizes; the third overhead amount 
(36) offers three different sector data sizes. 

Option 4 - Establishes which heads are to be "write-protected". 
The choices are 0-5, depending upon the number of disks/heads per 
drive. 

Each of the above four options are described further below. 

A. UNIT ADDRESS SELECTION 

Figure 3-9 shows the effects oT Jumpers on 
selection. 

there are four Jumper locations; they are labeled 

unit 

UNO 
UN3 and are located on the Jumper block in PCB location 
Disk Bus Interface board. Some examples fo 11 ow: 

1. In order to establish the drive as unit no. 1, 
Jumper must be installed. 

2. In order to establish the drive as unit no. 8, 
Jumper must be installed. 

address 

through 
lC oT the 

the UNO 

the UN3 

3. In order to establish the drive as unit no. 14. the UN1, 2 
and 3 Jumpers must be installed. 

B. NODEL 1. D. 

Model I. D. is established by the presence or absence of a 
Jumper across locations labelled IDO-ID2 of the Jumper block in 
PCB location Ie. Figure 3-10 graphically shows this. 



Controller 

+!!lV 
LS244 

f 

Controller 

. l~ 15 Drives. Last Drive 

( 

rnterface Driver Circuits 
(From Drive to Controller) 

+!!lV 

1 - 15 Drives. Last Drive 

+SV LS2.44 

Interface Driver Circuits 
(From Drive to Controller) 

LS244 +I5V 

3.3 K 

Figure 3-7 Control Signal Drivers, Receivers and Termination 
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C. SECTOR SIZE SELECTION 

Figure 3-11 shows the Jumper locations that result in specific 
sector-size selections. The sector-size selections in turn 
affect the number of bytes per sector and hence, the number of 
bytes per track. Note that the Disk Bus Interface offers a 
choice of three overhead sizes. The specific contents of the 
"overhead" are given in specification Section 10.5, Sector 
Formats; 

D. HEAD WRITE PROTECTION 

There are twp methods of effecting write protection using the 
Di s k Bus Interface PCB. One method uses Jumper pi UgSi th e oth er 
method uses programmatic selection. If the Jumper plugs are 
used, they cannot be over-ridden by the programmatic method. 

1. ~UMPERED WRITE PROTECTION 

Figure 3-12 shows the three Jumpers that are available for write 
protection. ~umper locations on the Jumper block in PCB location 
1B are used. The table in Figure 3-12 shows that if a Jumper is 
installed at WPO, head 0 is write protectedi if a Jumper is 
installed WP1, both heads 0 and 1 are write pr~tected, etc. 

2. PROGRAt1MABLE WRITE PROTECTION 

IIProgrammable ti write protection can be effected if there are no 
Jumpers installed in the Jumper locations described in 1, above. 
A special command called "EXT PROT 0, 1 and 2~ executed at 
command~word 3 time. This command must be formed in the host 
computer and sent to the drive via the Controller-Formatter. The 
three least significant bits of the command are used for head 
write protection. These bits remain in the position that they 
were set until a subsequent command-word-3 command is executed. 
Figure 3-13 shows the formatting of the command word and the 
resultant logical functions on write protection. 

It can be seen from review of Figure 3-13 that heads 0 and 1 are 
wtite-protected as· a function of the state of the. least 
significant two bits of the command word. 



Controller 1-15 Drives Last Drive 

z . , z 

~ 75110A 

+5" ~ y 
~--.... 

lOX 
z 

o 

b 
75107 75107 lO!{ 75107 

-5V 

NOTES: I. RT-1I2 FLAT CABLE LINE IMPEDANCE (ISlA TYPICAL). 
2. READ ENABLE, WRITE ENABLE, SYSTEM CLOCK 

AND WRITE CLOCK ARE SINBLE DIRECTION 
LINE PAIRS. 

~. BI-DATA IS A BIDIRECTIONAL DATA BUS LINE PAIR. 

4. IoUXIItIUW CABLE LENGTH-!lO FEET. 
S. ALL PAI~S ARE TERMINATED BOTH AT CONTROLLER 

AND LAST RECIEVER IN DAISY CHAIN. 

I. ONLY DRIVE OR LAST DRIVE, BI-DATA 

LINES ONLY. 

QJRT 

Fiqure 3-8 Differential Pair Signal Line Drivers/Receivers 



Unit Address 
Jumper Configuration 

Unit UN 3 UN 2 'UN 1 Address 

Unit 1 

Unit 2 • 
Unit 3 • 
Unit 4 • 
unit 5 • 
Unit 6 • • 
Unit 7 • • 
Unit 8 • 
Unit 9 • 
Unit 10 • • 
Unit 11 • • 
Unit 12 • • 
Unit 13 • • 
Unit 14 • • • 
Unit 15 • • • 

UN ~ 

UN~ 

• UN1 

• UN2 

UN 3 

• 
• 
• 

lC 

• IB 

• lA 

PCB Location 
1C 

0 

1 t Jumper t 20 

2 t Jumper t 19 

3 t Jumper! 18 

4 t Jumper t 17 

~ 
Disk Bus 
PCB G 

G 
01 JB J0 

• Indicates Jumper Installed 

Figure 3-9 Unit Address Selection 
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10.2 SIGNAL LINE FUNCTIONS AND LOGIC 

Figure 3-2, earlier in this section, showed the nomenclature for the 
signals on the lines of the interface cable. This subsection 
briefly describes the functions that the signals perform and the 
logic which activates them. The signal lines are described as they 
are shown in Figure 3-2, from top to bottom. Reference is made to 
timing diagrams in Subsection 10.3. A summary of the line 
specifications can be found in Figure 3-15. 

10.2.1 CONfROL BUS 

The Contr~l Bus is an a-bit bi-directional bus (numbered 0 
through 7) that carries "control" information to the drive From 
th e Contro 11 er-Formatter, or" status II i nformat i on from th e dr i ve 
to the Controller-Formatter. The direction in which the bus is 
operting is controlled by the Controller-Formatter using a line 
called "Direction" Cor Bus Direction). This is described in 
Paragrah 10.2.2. The meaning of each bit on the control bus is 
determined by the state of Direction, plus two other lines: 
Control Word 0, and Control Word 1. Up to 32 bits of control 
information and up to 32 bits of status informtion can be 
transFerred between the drive and the controller using these 
lines. There are four words of eight bits each in both 
directions. The disk drive will only recognize the Control Bus 
bits when the Attention (ATTN) line is active. This line is also 
known as a "Bus Request" line. Wh en ATTN b ec omes ac ti ve, the 
bits on the bus are either read by the Controller-Formatter 
(Status Information> or executed by the Disk Drive Unit (Control 
Information>. After the bus bits have been activated to signal 
that the drive has responded to the attention request. 

10.2.2 DIRECTON 

The direction line determines which direction the Control Bus 
will operate in terms of the Controller-Formatter. A logic "0" 
(greater than or equal to 2.4 V) on the Direction line indicates 
that the Controller~Formatter is reading one of the four status 
bytes from the selected drive. Similarly, a 10gic"1: (less 
than or equal to. 4 V) on the Direction line indicates that the 
Controller-Formatter is sending command bytes to the selected 
drive. Direction must become active 200 ns before Attention 
becomes active and must remain active until Attention goes 
inactive. \ See Figure 3-16 and 3-17. 



Model ID 
Jumper Conf.iguration 

Drive Type Model ID 

IDO IDl ID2 
6l72/24MB • • 
6173/40MB • • 
• Indicates Jumper Installed 

Model IDO 

IDl 

ID2 

Figure 3-10 Model ID Selection 

Jumper Block in 
PCB Location IC 

5 f Jumper! 16 

6b ~ 15 

7~ ~ 14 



'SECTORING 

SCTII 4 6 !JU .... P£II! 15 

0 
7 !JUhlP£R! 14 8 DISK BUS 

!JUIoCPER! 13 
PCB 

• 

~ r-- B ' !JUJoIPER! 12 ~t8 
10 lJUJ,/PEII! II IA O[ JB ) ( JP I 

sctA II 

. SCTR 1 

SCTII 2 

SCT" 3 

!.! &201 

SECTOR FORl-!.AT 'JUMPER LOCATIONS 

OVERHEAD DATA 
BY 'T''F. S BYTl=:S 

28 128 

28 256 

28 512 

28 1024 

28 2048 

28 4096 

36 128 

36 256 

36 512 

4.:1 128 

44 256 

44 512 

44 1,024 

44 2.048 

44 4096 

28 128 

'Hi 128 

44 128 

---- -TThlnC:C:T( , 

# SECTORS/TRACK 
OECIMAL HEX SCfR 4 SCTR. 3 SCfR 2 SCfR , SCTR ~ 

84 54 I 
46 '2E • 
24 18 I I • 
12 ~C • • . 

6 06 • I 
3 03 I • I • 

8,0 ,5,0 I 1 • • 
45 2D • I • • . • I 24 .. 18 

76 4C • • 
44 2C • • 
23 I 17 • • • 
12 I 

~C I • I • 
6 .06 • I • I • 
3 ,03 • • I • 

85 55 • 
. 81 51 • • • 

77 4D • , • I • 
:Nl::D---- - ALL bTHER qOMBINATIONS 

• INDICATES JUMPER IS INSTALLED 

FIgure 3-11Sector Size Jumpers 



KENNEOY COMPANY SERIES 6170 PRODUCT SPECIFICATION . PAGE 86 

10.2.3 CONTROL WORD 0 (CWO 0) AND CONTROL WORD (CWD 1) 
I 

The CWD 0 and CWD1 lines are used to identi~y the ~our bytes 
that can be present on the Control Bus, as shown in Figure 3-14. 

C~D 0 and CWD 1 are used to address one o~ ~our bytes; Direction 
determines whether the bytes are "command ll bytes or "status ll • 

Figure 3-15 in Paragraph 10.2.18 summarizes the various bits o~ 
the command and status bytes (excepting ATTACK). CWD 0 and CWD 1 
must be activated be~ore Attention is activated. It must remain 
activated until CYACK (Cycle Acknowledge or Bus Acknowledge) is 
d e-ac t i vated. 

10.2.4 ATTENTION (ATTN) OR BUS REGUEST 

The Attention line initiates the Control Bus ~and shake; it is 
generated by th~ Controller-Formatter and is sent to all disk 
drives connected to th.~COht'oller-Formatter. 

When a control byte is sent to the drive, 
IIlatching" o~ the control word until 
cross- talk and ringing subsides. The 
Attention line are then polled again. 

drive logic delays the 
all transition-induced 
control byte and the 

10.2.5 CYCLE ACKNOWLEDGE (CYACK) OR BUS ACKNOWLEDGE 

The CYACK signal is generated by all drives in response tci an 
Attention (Bus Request) signal ~rom the Controller-Formatter. It 
signals that the drive "has seen" the Attention request. Only 
the selected (see 10.1. 1-A) drive acts upon the Attention 
request. The type of action that is taken is determined by the 
Direction line, as follows: 

Direction Line Active (Logical 1): Command Byte 

Direction Line Inactive (Logical 0): Status Byte 

CYACK stays active until each drive has seen the Attention line 
go inactive. See subsection 10.3.2, Unit Select Timing. 



WP~ 

WP 1 

WP 2 

1 !JUmp er!20 

~ g Disk Bus 

2 lJUmp er!19 
PCB 

B 3 f Jumper t18 
IB 

lA 01 JB I~ 
IB 

Write Protect 
Jumper Locations 

Protected WP 2 wpI 
Head 

None 

Head $5 
Head 1 • 
Head 2 • 
Head 3 • 
Head 4 • 
Head 0.1~2 • • 

Head 0.1.2 3.4 • • 

WP $5 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• Indicates Jumper Installed 

Note: The Servo Head is always 
Write Protected. 

Figure ~~Head Write Protect Jumpers 



DIR cwo 1 CWO ~ 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

External Protect Function 
2 1 0 

0 0 0 No Head Protected 

0 0 0 Head 0 Protected 

0 1 0 Head 1 Protected 

0 1 1 Head 2 Protected 

1 0 0 Head 3 Protected 

1 0 1 Head 4 Protected 

1 1 0 Head 0,1 and 2 Protected 

1 1 1 Head 0,1,2,3 and 4 Protected 

Figure 3-13 Programmed Head Write Protection " 
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10.2.6 ATTENTION ACKNOWLEDGE (ATTACK) 

ATTACK is a signal which is only activated after each drive 
responds to the Attention line. When ATTACK is activated, it 
causes CYACK to be activated. See Subsection 10.3.2, Unit Select 
Timing. "Attack" is an open collector positive true TTL signal 
terminated by the controller with a 220/330 network but is used 
only by multiple drives to allow synchronization in response to 
ATTN. It has no meaning to the Controller and should therefore 
be ignored by the Controller. 

NOTE: ATTACK is active "high" and is an exception to the general 
rule that in,terface logic is active when "low". 

10. 2. 7 SEEK END 

The Seek End signal is generated by the currently selected drive 
whenever a Seek operation has been completed or aborted. 
Sub-sectien 10.3.3 describes Seek Timing. 

10.2.8 DRIVE FAULT 

The Drive Fault signal is activated by the selected drive 
whenev~r a 'ault occurs or whenever there is a Power-on-reset 
(PaR) or Master Reset. The following conditions can cause a 
'ault: 

Servo Error 
Read-Write Error 
Drive Error from Status Bits 

a. PLO Error 
b. Unsafe 
c. Speed Errol' 
d. Power Loss 

The Drive Fault line is de-activated whenever 
command to the drive by the Controller-Formatter, 
condition which caused the 'ault no longer exists. 

10.2.9 UNIT ACK 0 THROUGH UNIT ACK 3 

a Fault Clear 
provided the 

The Unit Acknowledge lines are activated by the selected drive 
and contain the binary coding of the selected drives address. 
See 10.1. 6-A. The combination 0' a) the unit address desired by 
the Controller-Formatter, and b) the Jumpers on the Unit Address 
Jumper block, determine the state 0' the Unit Ack lines. 



Direction CWO 1 ! CWD 0 Control Control 
(state) (state) (state) ·Word No. Word Type 

1 0 0 0 

1 0 1 1 Command 

1 1 0 2 
Word 

1 1 1 3 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 1 1 
Status 

0 1 0 2 Word 

0 1 1 3 

Figure 3-14 Control Bus Addressing 

Note :"1" True Active 
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- Master Reset 

I 
40 Position Daisy - Chained Flat Cable 

Figure 3-15 Control Bus Bit Definition Chart 
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10.2. 10 • INDEX 

Index is a pulse that is generated from a pattern on the 
pre-reccirded servo disk. It is generated once each revolution. 
Each cylinder is capable of producing an index pulse. The pulse 
is 2.5 microseconds in duration and occurs ever V 16.67 
milliseconds. Sector 00 immediately folloUls the index pulse. 
The Controller-Formatter uses the index pulse for synchronizing 
p~rpose •. See Subsection 10.3.7. 

10.2.11 ·SECTOR 

. The Sector signal is generated by the currently selected drive. 
It is active for 2.5 microseconds. Logic in the Disk Bus 
Interface PCB counts the number of byte positions from the last 

, Index or Sector pulse and generates Sector pulses depending upon 
the sector-size selection Jumpers. See Paragraph 10. 1.6-C for a 
description of hoUl sector size is selected. 

10.2.12 MASTER RESET 

Master Reset is act-ivated by a transition from "high" to "loUl". 
It resets all internal latches and output ports. It has the same 
effect as Power On Reset Ulhich is described in Paragraph 10.3. 1. 

NOTE: The Signal lines Ulhich folloUl are "differential" lines 
UI~ich as previously specified, use industry standard differential 
line drivers (75110A or equivalent) and line receivers (75107 or 
eltu ivaI ent). All different ial lines are terminated Uli th 56 ohm 
resistors to ground on each line, both in the 
Controller-Formatter, and in the last drive on the cable. Each 
"line" is in an active state (logical 1) Ulhen the non-inverted 
line (Output y, input a) is more positive than the inverted line 
(Output, Z, Input b>' See Figure 3-8. 

10.2.13 READ ENABLE 

This line is activated by the Controller-Formatter to enable the 
'read function in the selected drive, at the cylinder over Ulhich 
the heads are currently positioned. Before activating Read 
Enable, the Controller-Formatter must send a Control Word No. 2 
and Ulait for CYACK to be returned. The procedure for doing this 
-FolloUls: 
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a) Set the Bus Control Bits as follows: 

-CWD 0 = 110 11 
-CWD 1 = "1" 
- Direction = "1 11 

b) Set the Control Bus Bits as follows: 

-HAR to desired head 
-Servo offset, if desired 
-Strobe early or late, iT desired 

The above lines must not'be changed while Read Enable is active. 
They may be changed while Read Enable is inactive (for example, 
to change the head selection) without having to perform a new bus 
cycle. Read Timing is covered in Paragraph 10.3.5. 

10.2.14 WRITE ENABLE 

This line is activated by the Controller-Formatter to enable to 
write Tunction in the selected drive, at the cylinder over which 
the heads are currently positioned, provided the heads are not 
"write protected". If Write Enable is activated while the heads 
are write protected, the Fault line will be activated and 
Read-Write Fault status bit will be set. Before activating Write 
Enable, the Controller-Formatter must send a Control Word No. 2 
and wait for CYACK to be returned. The procedure for doing this 
TO 11 ows,: 

a) Set the Bus Control Bits as fo llows: 

-CWD = 110" 
-CWD 1 = 11111 
-Direction = "1" 

b) Set the Control Bus Bits to the desired head. 

The above lines must not be changed while Write Enable is active. 
They may be changed while Write Enable is inactive (for example, 
to change the head selection> without having to perform a new bus 
cycle. Write Timing is covered in Paragraph 10.3.4. 
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10.2.15 BI-DATA 

Bi-Data is a bi-directional differential pair of lines that 
transmit serial NRZ read data from the currently selected drive 
to the Controller-Formatter whenever Read Enable is active; 
similarly, NRZ write data from the Controller-Formatter is sent 
to the drive when Write Enable is active. 

These bi-directional data lines include a pair of 10K pull-up/ 
down resistors to hold the lines in a known state when the drive 
is neither writing nor reading. These resistors should only be 
in the last drive of the daisy-chained string. vumpers at 
locations 3P, 1 to 14, and 2 to 13 are used to connect/disconnect 
the resistors from the differential lines. 

10.2.16 SYSTEM CLOCK 

The System Clock is a 6.40 MHz signal derived from a pre-recorded 
pattern on the servo surface of one of the disks. The signal of 
16 times the sync frequency and is used to de~ine bit-cell 
boundaries during write operations. The signal is sent to the 
Controller-Formatter which returns it as a "Write Clock". The 
write clock thus derived will have built-in provision for 
variations in disk rotation. During read operations, System 
Clock is sy~chronized to the data transitions through the data 
separator's VFO; as a result, the leading edge of the clock is 
accurately centered on the NRZ data cell. 

10.2.17 WRITE CLOCK 

Write Clock is a differential signal which is defrived from 
System Clock in the Controller-Formatter. It is transmitted 
along with write data from the Controller-Formatter, to the 
drive. The leading edge of the Write Clock must coincide with 
the center of the NRZ write data bit-cell. See Paragraph 10.3.4. 

10. 2. 18 CONTROL BUS SUMMARY 

A summary of the bits in each of the two groups of four words is 
given in Figure 3-15. Eight bits at a time cross the bus. Each 
eight-bit grouping is called a word. There are four words per 
set. "Direction" determines whether the words are control words 
or status'words. CWO 0 and CWD 1 determine which of the four 
possible words of a set are present on the bus. The significance 
of the bits in each of the eight 3-15. ATTN and CYACK control 
the sampling of the bus. All of the remaining lines are 
single-function lines that were described earlier in this 
section. 



KENNEDY COMPANY SERIES Q170 PRODUCT SPECIFICATION ~AGE 

10.3 SIGNAL LINE TIMING 

This subsection contains timing relationships between the signals 
and logic described in Subsection 10.2. Cross-reference is made to 
specific paragraphs of Subsection 10.2. 

10. 3. 1 POWeR-UP SEGUENCE 

When power is initially applied to the drive, a 15-second 
power-on reset timer is started. The timer disables the servo 
and prevents head movement until the disks are rotating 
sufficiently fast to sustain stable head flight. After the timer 
has time d - 0 u t, a c h e c k i s ma d e to ass u ret hat the d r i ve i sup to 
speed. If all power supply voltages are above their minimums, 
the drive automatically rezero's (i.e. ,the heads are positioned 
over cylinder 00). In addition, the "Unit Ready" and 
~IOn-Cylinderll status bits are turned on. IISeek End II is 
activated. 

NOTE~ The "Faultll line is set during 'the power~up sequence and 
reset at drive IIUnit Readyll time. 

10.3.2 UNIT SELECT 

A unit is IIselectedll using a control word from the Controller
Formatter. Bits 4 through 7 of Command Word 0 indicate the 
binary address of the desired unit. The "Attentfon ll line c~uses 
the bus containing Command Word 0 to be sampled by all drives in 
the subsystem. The drive whose address corresponds to the 
requested address returns its address on the "Unit Acknowledge 
0-3 11 lines. All drives emit a "Cycle Acknowledge ll signal. 
Figure 3-16 shows the sampling of the control word. 

When the Controller-Formatter receives a CYACK after having 
effected a unit selection, it should compare the "Unit 
Acknowleged" lines with the Unit Address that was sent to assure 
that the correct drive has been selected. When a different drive 
is selected by a subsequent Command Word 0, the previously 
selected drive is de-selected. 

All drives on a daisy-chained string may be de-selected using 
Unit Address (O-Hex). O-Hex is a non-existent address. 

CAUTION: \ CYACK is returned by all drives on the bus even though 
none of the drives respond to the address being sought. 

Sus Bits 0 through 3 are sampled at the time of drive selection. 
They must be issued prior to a Command Word 1 in order to effect 
a valid Seek, since they contain part of the cylinder address. 

.. 
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10. 3. 3 SEE!!, 

A Seek is initiated by executing a Command Word 0 which selects 
the drive and establishes part of the cylinder address (Paragraph 
10.3.2); a Command Word 1 is then executed to establish the 
remainder oT the cylinder address. If the new cylinder address 
is different from the existing cylinder address. the "Seeking" 
status bit is set. The cylinder address cannot be changed until 
the seek is successfully completed. or aborted. After the seek 
is completed. the "Seek End" signal is activated. If the seek 
fails to complete. the "Fault". "Seek End" and "Servo Error" 
signals will be activated. Figure 3-17 shows typical seek 
timings. 

When Command Word 0 is on the control bus, "Attention" can be 
activated. After the drive(s) has sampled the bus. "Cycle 
Acknowledge" is activated. This is repeated for Command Word 1. 
After a typical time of 350 microseconds, seeking begins. 

10.3.4 WRITE 

A Write operation is begun by executing a Command Word 2 after 
the head-carriage has been positioned at the desired cylinder and 
the drive has been selected. Every write operation begins with a 
read operation during which the header is verified. Figure 3-18 
shows typical read-write timing. 

After the unit has been selected and a cycle acknowledge has been 
given. the next index or sector pulse activates "Read Enable", 
IIDirection", CWD 0 and CWD 1. They remain activated throughout 
the read operation. HAR bits 0 - 2 may be changed within the 
timing constraints shown in Figure 3-18. 

In order to properly synchronize the data-separating VFl), "Read 
Enable" must be activated in a field of zeroes which is at least 
eight byteS in length. The Controller-Formatter does this by 
using the leading edge of the sector or index pulse to activate 
Read Enable. 

The header is read. If the correct sector is forthcoming "Write 
Enable" is activated and "Write Date" is written in that sector 
only. "Read Enable" must be de-activated while "Write Enable" is 
activated. The switching transition from read to write takes 
less than the time that it takes to read one byte. Servo offset 
and data strobe early/late are not allowed during Write. If the 
Controller-Formatter requests any of these functions during a 
~.Jrite, the "Fault" line is activated. 
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Write Clock and write data timing are as shown in Figure 3-19. 

Figure 3-20 shows the conversion of NRZ data from the Controller
Formatter to MFM. Straight FM is shown Tor comparison purposes. 
The top line in Figure 3-20 shows bit-cell times and the value of 
the bit within each cell. The second line shows write clock 
pulses which are sent from the Controller-Formatter to the drive 
(these are generated from the servo clock pulses which the disk 
unit send to the Controller>. The NRZ write data on the third 
line is. in one state for binary 1 and the opposite state for a 
binary O. An FM signal would have more flux reversals per bit 
cell time. Eachj bit would have a clock pulse followed by the 
presence (1). or absence (0) 0' a data pulse. When FM is modified 
to produce MFM. the need for a clock pulse at the beginning of 
each data cell. is eliminated. 

I 

A convention is adopted wherein binary l's always have a flux 
transition in the center of a cell. There is no flux transition 
in the data cell of a binary zero which was either preceded by or 
followed by, a bihary one. There is a flux transition (at the 
beginning of the data cell) in the data cell of adjoining binary 
zeroes. 

The write signal will magnetize the surface of the disk in one 
direction or the other. The points of transition from one 
direction of magnetizaton to the other will have bit 
significance. 

The header must be preceded by at least 9-bytes of zero~s to 
allow time for VFO lock-up before reading the "sync" character 
which is located at the end of the field of zeroes. The zeroes, 
sync character and header are supplied by the 
Controller-Formatter. 

Read Enable is activated within one byte time of the leadirl9 edge 
oT the Index Pulse. The "read data u which is the header is sent 
to the Controller-Formatter for comparison. IT the header is for 
the desired sector. Write-Enable is activated in less than one 
byte time. 

10. 3. 5 READ 

A Read operation is begun by executing a Command Word 2 after the 
drive has been selected and the head carriage has been positioned 
at the desired cylinder. Figure 3-21 shows typical Read timing. 
"Read Enab.le" is activated once for the header and again for the 
data. "Write Enable" must be held de-activated through-out the 
Read op erat ion. 
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During VFO sync time, the data on the "Bi-Data" line is all 0'5. 
Thus, from the moment "Read Enable" is activated until the sync 
character is encountered (See Subsection 10.2.13) only zeroes are 
present. . 

Read clock and read data timing are as shown in Figure 3-22. 
! 

10. 3. 6 READ WITH OFFSET 

Read with oTfset is accomplished when bit 6 or 7 of Command Word 
2 is activated. Bit 6 causes forward offset; bit 7 causes 
reverse oTTset. Forward and reverse offset are used during read 
recovery procedures which are activated from the host computer. 
As soon as it is sensed (from bits 6 or 7) that an offset 
operation is needed, the "Not On Cylinder" status bit is set and 
"Seek End" is caused to be reset for 3 ms. 

During this time. the heads are positioned 200 micro-inches 
toward the spindle (forward offset) or 200 micro-inches away from 
the spindle (reverse offset). "Not On Cylinder" is deactivated 
and IISeek End" is activated. Read Enable can then be activated 
(by the Controller-Formatter) to effect the offset read 
operation. See Figure 3-23. 

10. 3. 7 INDEX-TO-SECTOR TIMING 

Index-to-sector pulse timing is as shown in Figure 3-24. The 
index and sector pulses have a 2.5 usec +/-3 I. duration. The 
time between the leading edge of the last sector pulse and the 
leading edge of the Index pulse is T + K bytes where T equals the 
number of bytes multiplied by 1.249 microseconds. 

10. 3. 8 STATUS WORD TIMING 

When the IIDirectionli line is activated, the Control Bus is 
assumed to contain one of four possible status bytes, as 
determined by the state of the CWD 0 and CWO 1 bits. Reference 
should be made to Figure 3-25, which shows how "Attention" must 
be activated to cause the bus to be sampled .... how each drive 
responds to the IIAttention" line causing "ATTACK" to be 
activated. '" how 'ATTACK' in turn activates "Cycle Acnowledge" 
(CYACI·".) .... how CYACK alloUJs time for the bus to be sampled .... 
and how CYACK causes "Attentionll to be de-activated .... thus 
deactivating 'ATTACK" and then IICYACK", alloUJing IIAttention" to 
again be activated. 
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It is recom~ended that the Controller-Formatter establish the 
timing shoUln in Figure 3-25 so that the "sample period" occurs 
Ulbere it is shown on Figure 3-25. 

10. 4 FUNCTION OF CONTROL BUS COMMANDS AND STATUS 

Figure 3-15 showed the eight control words that can be sampled by 
the .elected drive fr~m the Control Bus. This subsection describes 
the function OT each of those control words. A summary of how 
control words are presented to the drive or Controller-Formatter via 
the control bus follows. Mo~e detail can be found in Paragraph 
10.3.2 and 10.aS. earlier in this section. 

SUMMARY: All commands and status <control words) transferred over 
the Disk Bus Interface via IIControl Bus" bits 0 through 7 (Note: 
The «control bus ll is a subset of the "disk bus ll ), Commands are 
issued as part of four different bytes which are called I'Command 
~Jordil O. 1. 2. and 3. Similarly. status is issue~ 'as part of four 
different bytes which are called IIStatus Word" O. 1. 2. and 3. The 
number of the Command Word or status Word is determined by the 
coding of ,the signals,IICWD 0" and "CWO 1". The fact that the 
Control Bus contains a Command Word (and not a status word) is 
determined by the "Direction ll line being active. The IIAttention" 
line initiates action within the selected drive for command words; 
a "Cycle' Acknowledge ll signal completes the "handshake". The 
Controller-Formatter must establish its oUln method for accepting 
status infor~ation from the drive. 

10. 4. 1 Cot1t1,~ND WORDS 

The Control Bus contains a Command Word when the "Direct:ion ll line 
i $ ac t i vated; oth erwi se. it c ontai ns a Status Word (descr i b ed in 
Paragraph 10.4.2>, The commands (instructions to the drive from 
the Controller-Formatter) for each of the four possible command 
words are given below. 

A. COMMAND WORD 0 

Command Word 0 is used to select one of 15 drives; it is also 
used to establish the state of the high-order bits of the 
Cylinder Address Register (CAR) in the ~elected drive prior to a 
"Seektl. Whenever Command Word 0 selects one drive. it de-selects 
all of the other drives connected to the Controller-Formatter. 
The actua~ specifics of selection are: the four-bit unit address 
(UA) in the Command Word contain the same bit configuration as 
Unit Select tlJumperstl in the tlselectedll Disk Drive Unit. Figure 
3-26 shows the pertinent bits 0 Command Word O. 
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B. COMMAND WORD 1 
, 

Command Word 1 is used in conJunction with the two low-order bits 
of Command Word 0 to establish the binary address of the desired 
cylinder. Onc. the "handsh~ke" (Attention/Sample/ Acknowledge) 
for both Comma~d Word 0 and 1 is completed, the drive will begin 
a "Seek'" to the cylinder specified by the drives CAR (Cylinder 
Address Register>. Figure 3-27 shows the pertinent bits of 
Command' Word 1. 

C. COMMAND WORD 2 

Command Word 2 has three basic purposes as listed below: 

1. Select forward or revers~ offset 

'") 
c.. Seleet ea~ly or late data strobe 

3. Select one of five possible heads 
in preparation' for writing or 
reading 

Figure 3-28 shows the bit functions of Command Word 2. 

Offset reverse and forward as well as data strobe late and early 
are used during error recovery procedures. See Paragraph 7.3.2 
of Product Specification. The offset amount in 200 microinches; 
the data strobe variable is 6 ns. Attempts to write during an 
offset or an early/late strobe result in a "Fault". 

HAR 0, 1, and 2 are Llsed to select heads 
been selected. reading or writing can 
t-lr i te and Read Enab I e Gates. The way in 
selected is given below: 

HAR-2 HAR-l 

Head 0 o o 

Head 1 o o 

Head 2 o 1 

'Head 3 o 1 

Head 4 1 o 

o -- 4. On c e a h e ad has 
be initiated using the 
which the Heads are 

HAR-O 

o 

1 

o 

1 

o 
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HAR 0, 1, and 2 are connected directly to the Read--Write PCB; 
this permits the switching of heads between sectors at TTL logic 
speeds. The contents of bits 0 - 2 can be changed while Command 
Word 2 is ~n the Control Bus provided neither the "Read Enable" 
or the "Write Enable" gate is active during the head transitions. 
In the 6172, head 3 is the servo head and is not available for 
reading or writing. In the 6173 head 5 is the servo head. Any 
attempt ,to select the servo head will activate the "Fault" line; 
in addition, the "Write Protected", "Illegal Address" and 
"Invalid Command ll bits will be set. 

D. COMMAND WORD 3 

Command 'Word 3 has five basic purposes as listed below: 

in which the 
to the 

1. Enter a IIDi agnost i c Mod ell 
report its configuration 
Configuration data such as: 
b) Sector size, and; c) 
number are reported. 

a) the number 
number of data 

Disk Drive Unit can 
Controller-Formatter. 

o' sectors per track; 
heads, and drive model 

2. Rezero, which causes the carriage assembly to return the 
heads to cylinder O. 

3. Clear a fault condition by activating the "Fault Clear" line. 

4. Establish which heads are to be write protected if they are 
not already write pr~tected using Jumpers on the interface board. 

The four purposes of Command Word 3 are further described below: 

1. DIAGNOSTIC MODE 

The Diagnostic Mode is entered when bit No. 7 of Command Word 3 
is on. When in the Diagnostic Mode, the disk drive substitutes 
four special status words for the four standard status words. 
Note: Standard Status Words are described in Paragraph 10.4.2. 

The Controller-Formatter usually uses the Diagnostic Mode 
following a power-up sequence. The Diagnostic Mode is maintained 
until bit number 7 is changed with a subsequent Command Word 3. 

The four status words 
status words during 
Fi 9 UT'e 3-30. 

that are ,substituted 'or the standard 
a Diagnostic Mode operation are as given in 



Bus Control Bits Command Word Bits 
I 

Dir. CWOl CWD~ 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 o 

I 1 11 1 I Diag CE Re- FIt. Ext. Ext. 
~ Prot. Prot. 

Mode Mode Zero Clr. 1 .~ I 

Figure 3-29 Command Word 3 



Status 
Word 

I 

1 

2 

3 

Bus Gontro1 Bits 

DIR CWD1 cWD~ 

~ I ~ I ~ I 

Command Word Bits 

7 6 5 4 3 2 

I : No. : of +rs F Tr1ck (H+ 

I : 
01H = 128 Bytes 
02 H = 256 Bytes 
04 H = 512 Bytes 
08H = 1024 Bytes 
10H = 2048 Bytes 
20H = 4096 Bytes 

03H 3 Heads (24MB) 

OSH = S Heads (40MB) 

1 

~~H = 6170 Series Fixed Disk Drive 

Figure 3-30 Diagnostic Mode Status Words 

0 

: I 
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2. REZERO (RETURN-TO-ZERO) 

The "Re:terc" command is as shown in Figure 3-28 with bit 5 set. 
T~e Controller-Formatter issues this command in order to return 
the heads to cylinder 0 regardless of where they are currently 
located. The following actions also occur: 

a) "Servo Error" is de-activated 
b) "Seeking/Rezeroing" bit is set 
c) "Not on Cylinder" is set 
d) "Seek End" is de-activated 

After the razeroing has been completed (a maximum of aoo msec), 
"Seeking/Rezeroing" and "Not on Cylinder" are reset; uSeek End" 
is activated. 

3. FAULT CLEAR ..... 

The "Fault Clear" command is as shown in Figure 3-29 with bit 4 
set. The Controller-Formatter issues this command in order to' 
de-activate the "Fault .. line. At the same time, uRead-Write 
Fault", "Speed ErT'or u, and "Power Loss" (standard status bits in 
Status Word 0) are rese t. Al so at th e same time, "Inva 1 i d 
Command", "rime-Out Error", and IIIllegal Addaress" <standard 
status bits in Status Word 1) are reset. All micro-processor 
internal errors are also reset. 

4. EXTERNAL WRITE PROTECT 

The "External Write Protect" commands are as shown in Figure 
3-29, earlier in this section. Bits 0, 1, and 2 of Command Word 
3 are set to establish which disk heads are write protected. See 
Figure 3-13, earlier in Subsection 7.2.6. D. 

Once set during Command Word 3, the write protect bits remain set 
in the di~k drive and requre a subsequent Command Word 3 to 
change them. Attempts to write using write protected head cause 
the "Read-Write Faultll status list to be set and the "Fault" line 
to be activated. Note: External Write Protect commands cannot 
override "Jumpered" write protection. 

10.4.2 STATUS WORDS 

The Control Bus contains a Status Word when the 
is de--acti'vated; otherwise. it contains a 
(described in Paragraph 10.4.1). The status for 
possible standard status words are given below: 

"Direction" line; 
Command WOT'd 

each of the four 
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A. STATUS t·JORD 0 

Status Word 0 is used to 
Controller-Formatter when 
different error conditons 
3731, and as described in 

communicate error conditions to the 
a "Fault" condition exists. Eight 

can be monitored as indicated in Figure 
1 through 8, below. 

1. NOT READY 

The "Not Ready" bit is set to inform the Controller-Formatter 
that the selected drive is IINot Ready" and will only respond to 
Command .Word 0 and Status requests. "Not Ready" is set 
throughout . the power-up sequence; it rema ins set unt i 1 
sufficient time has been allowed for the disk drive to come up to 
speed. "Not Ready" is also set if "Power Loss" or IISpeed Error" 
are detected while the drive is,operating. 

2. SERVO ERROR 

The IISe?vo Error" bit is set ~o inform the Controller-Formatter 
that a servo error ha~ be~n detected in the selected drive as 
evidenced by one Or the following seven occurrences: 

a) "Seek End" not active within 200 ms after the initiation of a 
seek operation. 

b), "Seek End" not active within 800 ms after the initiation of a 
Rezero command. 

c) "Fine' Track" lost while the servo is 
(track-following) mode. 

d) Guard baMd detected during a seek ~peration. 

e) PLO (Phase-locked oscillator) error detected. 

f) Speed error detec~ed. 

in the linear 

g> Illegal cylinder Qddress sent during Command Word 0 and 1. 

"Servo Error" can only be reset by 
a Rezero Command. While "Servo 
only respond to Command Words 0 
requests. 

the Controller-Formatter with 
Error" is set, the dT'ive will 
and 3' and to Status Word 



Bus Control Bits Status Word Bits 

OIR CWO~ CWO 1 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

Not Servo R/W Speed Power Write ~eeK NOt 
Re- on 

Ready Error Fault Error loss Prot'd Zero Cyl. 

Figure 3-31 Status Word ~ 

Bus Control Bits Status Word Bits 

OIR CWOl CWO~ 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

1 Guard PID Un- Inval. Tine PORI Spare Ill. 
Band Error Safe Connd Out MR Addr. 

, 
v 

Figure 3-32 Status Word 1 
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3. READ-~.jRITE FAULT 

The "Read-Write Fault" bit is set to inform the 
Controller-Formatter that an error has been detected during a 
Read or Write command or a condition has occurred in the drive 
that could cause a loss of data. The "Fault" line is also 
activated. The two conditions which can cause a read-write 
"Fault tl are: 

a) tlUnsafe" received from the Read-Write PCB. 

b) tlWrite Enab1e tl activated when any of the following bits are 
set: 

Write Protected (status Word) 
Not on Cylinder (Status Word) 
PLO Error (Status Word) 
Speed Error (Status Word) 
Illegal Address (Status Word) 
Servo Error (Status Word) 
Offset Forward or Reverse (Command Word 2) 

4. SPEED ERROR 

A speed error is indicated via bit 4 of Status Word 0, whenever 
a) the sequence timer has timed-out, and b) the motor speed is 
more than 3 percent below the rated rpm's for the drive motor. A 
"Speed Error tl also causes the tlNot Ready" bit t6 be set and ,the 
"Fault" line to be activated. The drive remains not T'eady until 
the proper speed is attained and a "Fault Clear tl command is 
executed. 

5, POWER LOSS 

Any loss of DC power on the +/-5V or the +/-l2V DC power supply 
1 i nes, below 10 percent of nominal, sets ttl e I tlPower Loss" bit. 
If the DC loss continues for more than 50 mse~. i the Power-On 
Reset (POR)/Master Reset bit wll be set; I the Fault line is 
activated. I 

6. WRITE PROTECTED 

Write Protecte~ is signaled via Status Word 0 bit ~ whenever a 
head is selected which is write protected, elf' her by a previous 
Controller-Formatter command, or by internal JU pers. 

I 



Bus Control Bits Status Word Bits 

DIR OIDl OID~ 7 6 5 4 3 

PAR PAR PAR PAR PAR PAR PAR PAR 
7 6 5 4 3 2 1 ~ ..... 

Figure 3-33 Status Words 2 and 3 



~NE:DY COMPANY SERIES 6170 PRODUCT SPECIFICATION PAGE 120~ 

7. SEEKINO/REZEROING 

Bit 1 of Status Word 0 is set to 1 during the execution of a 
Rezero Com~and; it is reset to 0 during a normal seek. The 
state of the bit is only valid while the "Seek End II line is 
de-activated; it has no meaning while "Seek End" is activated. 

8. NOT ON CYLINDER 

Bit 0 of Status Word 0 is set to 1 whenever a) 
is moving Trom one track to another; b) the 
while in the linear mode (track following); 
operation is.in effect. 

B. STATUS WORD 1 

the head-carriage 
~ervo is off traCk, 
or c) an Offset 

Status Word 1 contains seven different error/exception conditions 
that are signaled to the Controller-Formatter. See Figure 3-32 
and the descriptions which follow. . 

1 . GUARD BAND DETECTED ) ' •. 

The "Guard Band" status bit is set whenever the inner or outer 
guard band is detected by the guard-band detection circuitry. It 
remains set until reset by Re-zero command. 

2. PLO ERROR 

The "PLO Error" status bit is set if the PLO in the circui'try 
"unlocks". The "Fault" line is activated at the same time. 

3. UNSAFE 

Tn e "Unsafe Co stat'us bit, bit 5, is set wh en an unsafe C ond i t ion 
is detected in the Read-Write electronics. The "Fault" line is 
activated as is the Read/Write Status bit. 



SYNC FIELD HEADER FIELD SPLICE 

PLO SYNC CYLIN DER HEAD SECTOR CRC READ/WRITE 

SYNC CHARACTER" ADDRESS ADDRESS ADDRESS SPLICE 
f---

SI S2 HI-2 H3 H4 SPI 

B I 2 I I 2 I 
BYTES BYTE BYTES BYTE BYTE BYTES BYTE 

SYNC FIELD DATA FIELD SPLICE 

PLO SYNC DATA CRC READ/WRITE 

SYNC CHARACTER SPLICE next Sector - , etc - --
53 S4 SP2 

B I 2 I 
BYTES BYTE SEE TABLE BYTES BYTE 

Figure 3-34 Sector Format With 28-Byte Overhead 
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4. INVALID COMMAND 

"Invalid Command" status bit 4 is set when an illegal command is 
pa~sed to the d~ive on the Control Bus at "Attention" time. Some 
examples of illegal commands are given below: 

5. TIME-QUT 

a) Command Word 1 during A .Seek 

b) Read Enable and Write Enable 
active at the same time 

c) Illegal Head Address 

d) Early or Late Strobe active 
with Write Enable 

e) Control Bus changing before 
Cycle Acknowledge is returned 

"Time-Out" status bit 3 is set whenever the Disk Drive Unit is 
unable to complete either one of the below listed functions in 
the specified time. 

FUNCTION SPECIFIED TIME 

Motor Start-up 20 seconds 

Seek 200 ms 

Rezero SOO ms 

6. POR/MR 

"Power on Reset/Master Reset" is set a) when power is initially 
applied to the system, and b) when the Master Reset line is 
activat~d and the initialize routine is ex~cuted. During the 
initialization routine, a 15-second timer is started; all 
registers and status bits are reset. "Fault" is active 
throug.hout this time. If loss of power for greater than 50 msec. 
is detec ted, POR/MR is set a long wi th "Power Loss II; the 
initialization routine is started. At the completion of the 
15-second POR time-out, "Fault" is cleared and a Rezero is 
initiated: provided the disk drive mot~r is up to speed. 



BOR SYNC FIELD HEADER FIELD 

BEGIIJNING PLO SYNC FLAG CYLINDER HEAD SECTOR CRC 

OF SYNC CHARACTER AND ADDRESS ADDRESS ADDRESS 
c--

RE CORD UNIT 

SI S2 HI H2-H3 H4 H5 CRC I 

(m) II I I 2 I I 2 
BYTES BYTES BYTE BYTE BYTES BYTE BYTE BYTES 

· · 
SPLICE SYNC FIELD DATA FIELD SPLICE EOR 

• 
READ/WRITE PLO SYNC DATA CRC READ/WRITE END 

~ 
SPLI CE SYNC CHARACTER SPLICE OF -RECORD -NEXT 

SPI S3 S4 CRC 2 SP2 EOR SECTO R 

I II I • 2 I (n) 

BYTE BYTES BYTE SEE TABLE BYTES BYTE BYTES 

Figure 3-35 Sector Format With 44-Byte Overhead 
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7. ILLEGAL' ADDRESS 

"Illegal Address" bit 0 is set whenever the cylinder address that 
is transferred to the drive exceeds 613. A "Seek" is inhibited; 
the "Fault tl line is activated. 

"Illegal Address" is also set if a 
"selected". "Illegal Address" is 
command. 

C. STATUS ~mRDS 2 AND 3 

nonexistent data head is 
reset using a "Fault Clear" 

Status Words. 2 and 3 together contain the contents of the 
Position Address Register (PAR). The Position Address Register 
contains the current location of the heads at all times. It is 
cleared only during a power-up sequence and during a Rezero 
Operation. Filgure 3-33 shows the PAR contents of Status Words 2 
and 3. 

10. 5 SECTOR FORMATS 
I 
I 

Three different types of format are available on the Disk Bus 
Interface PCB. They vary depending upon the number of bytes that 
are allocated to Sector overhead. Sector ovef'heads of 28, 36, and 
44 bytes are available. The user can select one of the three 
overhead sizes using Jumpers as shown in Figure 3-9. earlier in this 
section. The overhead size that the user selects will depend on.the 
speed of the switching circuitry in the Controller-Formatter and in 
other elements of the host system. Systems which include high-speed 
circuitry may opt for the 28-byte overhead. Slower systems may 
choose the 36-byte or the 44-byte overhead. 

10. 5. 1 28-BYTE OVERHEAD FORMAT 

The sector format which 28-bytes of overhead is shown in Figure 
3-34. Guick review of Figure 3-34 will show that a sector 
consists of two basic fields: a "header" field and a "data" 
'ield. Both the header and the data fields are preceded by a 
"sync" field and followed by a "read/write splice". 

The "sync" field consists of eight bytes of zeroes which are 
needed to synchronize the phase-locked oscillator (PLO) in the 
l'eadlwrite circuitry. The PLO must be "locked-up" prior to 
t.'1'H:ounteri'ng the sync characater. The sync character is a "Hex 
19 1t • It serves as a "rlag ll that signals the beginning of the 
header is about to be encountered. 
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The "header " consists of a two-byte cylinder address. a one-byte 
head address. a one-byte sector address, and two bytes to be used 
for a check character. The check character could be a parity 
check .... a cyclic T'edundancy check (CRC). ... or an error detect/ 
correct code (ECC). The useT' has the option of choosing and 
implementing the eT'T'OT' detection and correction system. The data 
error rates given in Section 2 assume that at a minimum. a CRC 
checking system is used. 

The Header Field is followed by a read/write "splice". The 
splice .is a one-byte area which allows the electT'onics to 
"s!.litch" when making the transition from read to write during a 
write operation. Next (referring to Figure 3-34) the sync field 
which precedes the field is encountered. It is the same as the 
sync field which preceded the header field and it serves the same 
purpose. The data fieid may contain from 128 to 4096 bytes of 
data; the numbeT' of bytes of data in a sector is determined by 
the position of Jumpers on the Disk Bus Interface PCB as shown 
earlier in FiguT'e 3-11. 

10.5.2 36-BYTE OVERHEAD FORMAT - To be specified. 

10. 5. 3 44-BYTE OVERHEAD FORMAT 

The number of sectors per tT'ack. the number of bytes per sector, 
~nd the number of bytes per tT'ack for the 44-byte oveT'head was 
shown earlier in this section in Figure 3-11. Figure 3-35, 
below. shows the relationship ov overhead to data in the 44-byte 
format. An explanation of the various element~ of the overhead 
and data follows the figure. 

E~ch sector contains a Beginning of Record (BOR) and an End of 
Record (EOR) field to add to the time between sectors when 
reading. It is suggested that m (the number of bytes in BOR) and 
n (the number of bytes in EOR) total to equal 9. The contents of 
BOR and EOR are the user"s choice. The PLO sync field must be 
zeT'oes. Actually, only 8 bytes of zeroes are needed by the PLO; 
eleven are suggested in this format. 

The header field is the same as in the 28-byte overhead format, 
below, with one exception. A byte is added to the header to be 
used as desired by the user. It would contain a flag bit to 
indicate ~nit status to the host; or, it could be used to 
indicate the unit's 1. D. No. to the host operating system. The 
remaining elements of the overhead are as described in the 
28-byte format. There is a2-byte cylinder address, ai-byte 
head address, a I-byte sector address and room for a 2-byte 
check/correct character. 
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A one-byte read/write "splice" separates the header field 
the sync field for the data field. The number of bytes in 
data field is established by Jumpers as.shown in Figure 3-11. 
is between 128 and 4096 bytes. depending upon the state of 
four-switch assembly. . 

10. 6 POWER LINES 

from 
the 
It 

:the 

DC power for operating the drive is furnished by the user. One DC 
power cable must be fabricated for each drive as described in 
Paragraph 3.2.2 of this manual. Figure 3-36 shows the voltages or 
grounds expected at the pin numbers of ~ack ~p on the Disk Bus 
Inter-rac e PCB. Note the II caut i on" on Fi g ure 3-36 regard i ng user IS 

cnoice of frame ground versus DC ground. 

rOWER CONNECTOR ~P 

+24V DC GND +12V -:5V +5V 

+----+----+----+----+---+----+----+--- -+----+---... fo···---+ 
PIN NO. 1 2 3 4 :5 6 7 8 9 10 

+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+-'--.-+----+----....... ---+ 

* 24V RETURN -12V '1 DC GND DC GND +5V 

FIGURE 3-36 

~CAUTIO~~ Frame Ground is Jumpe~ed to DC Ground at the factory. If 
separate Frame Ground is requir~d, r~move th~ Jumper between thepads 
ma'rked IIDC Ground" and "Fram~Groundll on the component £>ideof the 
interface PCBA next to the power connector. 
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11 ANSI DISK DRIVE: INTERFt\CE 

This speci'ication describes the inter'ace between 1) the ANSI 
Interface PCB on the Disk Drive Unit which is described in Section 1 of 
this specification and 2) a Controller-Formatter which is part of the 
host system and designed to conh'ol a drive which has an "ANSI II 

interface. 

11.1 KENNEDY ANSI INTERFACE 

The ANSI disk drive interface standard allows to the vendor the 
choice 0' how to implement a number 0' details. 

This speci'ication describes the KENNEDY unique implementation 0' 
the ANSI standard. 

The KENNEDY ANSI Interface is implemented in such a way that a host 
is able to operate the drive with the mandatory command set only. 
However, a number 0' optional commands and KENNEDY unique commands 
are available to increase the degree 0' comfort and flexibility. 

11.2 KENNEDY A~SI Drive Power Requirements 

11. 2.1 DCVoltages and Currents 

Operating Curren\ 

DC Voltage Static Ma x imum Ma x . Rip P 1 e p _p 

+5V +/-'5% 1.6 A 2. 0 A 50 millivolts 

-51,,/ +/-5% 1.6 A 2. 0 A 50 millivolts 

+12V +/-5% O. 3 A O. 5 A 100 millivolts 

--12V +/-5% O. 23 A o c' .. j A 100 millivolts 

+;;~4V+ /-10% 1.9 A 5. 0 A * 250 millivo~ts 

11- Surge current during spin up cycle (approx. 15 seconds) 
The pealk operating cUrT'ent is 4. 2 A. 
The 24 V current step rate is 2 A/millisecond. 
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The operating power is : 68 Watts static 
91.6 Watts at random seek 

142 Watts during spin ~ 

The voltages are defined at the power connector of the Interface 
board. 

11.2.2 Power Connector Pin Assignments 

The power connector on the KENNEDY ANSI is AMP 1-640389-0 or 
equivalent. 

DC Voltage ~P Connector Pin 

+24 V 
24 V 

GND 
-12 V 
+12 V 
GND 
-5 V 
GND 
+5 V 
+5 V 

RTN 
1 
2 
3 
4· 
5 
6 
7 
8 

I~ I 
The recommended power cable connector is ~MP Part No. 
or equivalent. I 

The recommended wire size is AWG 18 (0.82 'Isquare mm). 
Ei,gure 4-1 

eower Connector (Top 0iew) 

1-64059.9-0 

+24V 24V GND -12V +12V GND -5V GND +5V +5V 
RTN 

+----+----+----+----+----+----+----~----+----+----+ 
! 

1 3 4 5 6 
I 

7 8 9 10 : 

+--... -+----+----+----+-.---+ ..... ---+ ----1!--- --+----+---.... _+ 
i 

* There is a Jumper on the ANSI boaT'd to iconnect this pin to' 
pin 3 o~ the power connector (see Figu~e 4-3). 



6.57 

6.084 

8.99 

- -", , 

L 
Horizontal Mounting Position 

1. 06 

Vertical Mounting· Position· 

~----------------------18.00(Ref) ----------------~ 
~1t-.128(at 

. unlocked 8.71(2X) 4.00(2X 1.04{2X) 
position) 

.2·8 x .• 32 .Deep t 

Places 

Notes: Unless Otherwise Specified 

1. Maximum screw insertion: .25. 
Maximum torque: 6 in. lbs. 

2. Dimensions in inches. 

t 
---+ .. +--

I 

+ 4.59 
t-+---r (6172) 

Different size depending 
.upon type of interface 

4.95 
~6173) 

r-,,_ ....... 4-2 Phvsfcal Interface 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
b 
7 
B 
9 

.. - __ .... _ .... _ !!!.~.!J':.~.~~:.~.:.;;m;~:;!~·~ ... ~:~::::;~ 

Power Connector 
Interface Connector 
External Grounding Point 
Drive Select Ju~per6 
Hodel S~lect Ju~per5 
Sector Size Select Ju~pers 
Parit~ Check Ju_pers 
Spin Control Ju~per 
Seek BU5~ Ju~per 

Figure 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

4-3 

: is' 

24 V-Return Ju.per 
Terlllinators 
Te6t. Connector 
Rea d ':I I rl d i cat 0 r 
Select.ed Indicator 
Select LED Ju~per 
Read~ LED JUIhPer 
Write Protect Juruper 

',> 

16 17 
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11.2.3 Grounding 

For separate grounding all mounting holes of the inteTrace board 
are padded and connected to DC ground. 

If additional grounding is required. separate ground lines of 
sufficient size shall be connected from each drive to a central 
ground i ng point. 

11.3 Mechanical Configuration 

Figure 4-2 shows the physical interface of the KENNEDY 6170 series 
disk drives. 

Figure 4-3 shows the outline of the ANSI printed circuit board. the 
locations of the connectors, the locations of the Jumpers. the 
locations of the terminators. and the locations of the indicators. 

11.4 JUMPER OPTIONS 

11. 4.1 Description of Jumpers 

There are a number of Jumpers on the ANSI interface peBA. For 
the location of these Jumpers see Figure 4-3. 

To ensure propel' operation of the drive. the Jumpers shall be 
installed or removed prior to applying DC power to the drive. 

11.4.2 Drive Select Jumpers 

There are 8 locations for Jumpers labelled (AO ... A7>' In one and 
only one of these locations a Jumper must be installed to 
identify the logical number of the drive in the daisy chain. 

For each drive a different Jumper number has to be 
according to its logical number. If more than one 
installed to the same logical number in the drives on 
chain 01' no Jumper is installed in a drive or more 
Jumper is installed in one drive. malfunction 
select/attention mechanism will occur. 

installed 
Jumper is 

a daisy 
than one 
of the 
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11.4.3 Control Bus Parity Checking Jumper 

In one of the locations PE (parity enable) or PO (parity disable) 
a Jumper must be installed to enable or disable the Control Bus 
Parity checking. The generation of Control Bus Parity in the 
drive shall not be affected by this Jumper. 

i 

11.4.4 Model Select Jumpers 

There are three Jumpers to identify the specific KENNEDY 6170 
mod eL labe 11 ed (MO ... M2). 

They have to be set in the following way: 

Jumpers 

MO 
N1 
1'12 

Model 
6172 6173 

* 
* 

* 

* indicates Jumper installed. indicates Jumper missing. 
Further combinations are reserved for future use. 

11.4.5 Spin Control Jumper 

There is a Jumper labelled (SC) to select the 
Without this Jumper the spindle motor sh~ll 
whenever power is applied to or removed from the 
c~se the Spin Control Command (see Section 
illegal. If the Jumper is installed, the Spin 
shall affect the spindle motor. 

spin up mode. 
spin up or down 

drive. Irl this 
11.8.1. 2.5) is 

Control Command 

The state of this Jumper is available to the host in the Model 10 
High Attribute (see Section 11.8.3.2). 

Note: Current Models 6172 and 6173 do not allow Spin Control. 

11. 4. 6 Sec tor Siz e Jump ers 

There are four Jumpers labelled (50 ... 83) to select the default 
size and nur.ber of sectors. 

See Sections 11. 8 .. 3. 9 and 11. 8. 3. 10 and Tab Ie 4-6 -Po'r the 
function of these Jumpers. 

The state OT these Jumpers is available to the host in the Model 
10 High Attribute (see Section 11.8.3.2>' A one bit indicates a 
missing ~Iumper. 
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11.4.7 Seek Busy ~umper 

The Seek Eusy ~umper labelled (BY) will change the operation of 
the Busy Signal. 

Normally the KENNEDY ANSI Interface does not make the Busy Signal 
active during a Seek Command. If for compatibility reasons the 
Busy Line must be active during a seek operation, the ~umper 'BY' 
has to be installed. 

The state of this Jumper is available to the host in the Model ID 
High Attribute (see Section 11. 8.3.2). If Bit 7 is set, then the 
Jumper is missing. 

11.4.8 24 V - Ground ~umper 

In cases where no separate return line is supplied for the +24 
Volts (pin 2 of the power connector), the 'RT' - Jumper connects 
pin 2 to pin 4 of the power connector. 

Note: In the current design the 24 V Return is connected to 
Ground on the Servo Board. 

11.4.9 LED Jumpers and Write Protect Jumper 

The LED Jumpers connect the drivers for the Ready LED and the 
Selected LED to the LED's on the ANSI Interface Board. 

The Write Protect ~umper allows protection against writing. 

See Section 11. 5 for the installation of these JumpeT's. 

11. 5 Operator' Controls and Displays 

For the operation of the Series 6170 disk drive no operator 
intervention or display is required. Users may, at their option, 
apply the following control and displays. 

There are two light emitting diodes on the ANSI Interface board to 
display the Ready state (regardless of selection) and the Selected 
State. 

The LEDs and'their drivers (SN 7438) are connected to the Test 
Connecto'r (see Fig. 4-3). If there are Jumpers from pin 1 to pin 2 
and from pin 3 to pin 4 of this connector, the on-board LEOs are 
operating. It is possible to connect external indicators with a 
~aximum current of 48 milliamps each. For this purpose + 5 V is 
brought to pin 6 of the Test Connector. 
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The Test Connector also provides an input for an external write 
protect switch. The write protection is enabled by a Jumper from 
pin 7 to pin 8. This write protection affects the hard~are directly 
(as opposed to the Write C~ntrol Command, which performs a software 
controlled write protect). 

Fig. 4-4 shows the assignment of signals for external controis and 
indicators to the pins of the connector. Other pins of this 
connector must not be connected. They are intended for diagnostic 
purposes. 

The Test Connector is a 50 pin dual inline header with vertical 
pins, spaced 0.·1 inch. 

F.igure 4-4 
Pin Assignment of the Test Connec~ 

Pin Signal 
1 -SELECTED DRIVER 
2 SELECTED LED 
3 -READY DRIVER 
4 READY LED 
5 not connected 
6 +5V (96 milliamps max. ) 
7 -WRITE PROTECT SWITCH 
8 GND 
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11.6 General Interface Description 

11. 6.1 Definitions - State Nomenclature 

The nomenclature used to define voltage levels and signal states 
on the interface and to define logical states internally to the 
drive and their correlation is defined in Table 4-1. 

Table 4-1 
State Nomenclature 

. Interface 

Voltage Level 

----~--------------: 
I I 
I I 

SinglelDifferentiall 
Ended I 

"LOW" + line:>= 
- line 

"HIGH": - line> 
+ line 

I 
I ' 

Signal 

State 

Active 

Inactive 

11.6.2 Physical Characteristics 

Internal 

Logical State I Logical 

1-----------------1 Transition 
I 
I 

!Tables: Text 

1 one 

o zero 

Set= 
x to one 

Reset= 
x to zero 

Unless otherwise indicated, all values are specified with a plus 
or minus five percent tolerance. 

11.6.3 Cabling Configuration 

The disk drives shall be connected to a host by means of a 50 
conductor flat ribbon or equivalent cable. Three meters (3 m) is 
the maximum length of the interface cable. Note that the 
cumulativ. length 0' the cable in a daisy chain string shall not 
exceed three meters. See Figure 4-5. 

When shipped, all drives have terminator networks installed. 
These networks (see Figure 4-3) shall be removed in all but the 
last (or only) drive. 
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Note: To make the termination operable, the last drive on the 
daisy chain must have DC power applied (see Figures 4-6 and 4-7). 

For D.C power connection see Paragraph 11.2.2 

For additional ground connections see Sections 11.2.3 and '11.4. 8. 

11.6.3.1 Interface Connector Specification 

The connector type shall be a 50 pin two row, inline flat 
ribbon connector (AMP Part Number 1-102160-0 or equivalent). 

Pin assignments and signal nomenclature are illustrated in 
Table 4-2. Termination of the individual cable lines shall be 
at the host and at the last drive according to the electrical 
requirements of Section 11.6.4. 

The cable plug shall be polarized and polarization shall be 
done with a center top tab. The recommended cable plug is AMP 
Part Number 88610-8 Kit (consisting of Housing PIN 88608-4 and 
Strain Relief PIN 88340-4) or equivalent. 

11.6.3.2 Cable Characteristics 
, 

The flat ribbon or equivalent cable sh~ll consist of 50 
conductors of 28 AWG. The characteristic impedance of the 
lines shall be 100 ohms plus or minus 10%. Conductor spacing 
shall be 1.27 millimeters (0.050 inches) center to center to 
provide for mechanical termination. Additionally, the flat 
ribbon cable shall be marked in such a way as to identify line 
number one (pin 1). 

If the cable .contains a shield ground it shall be connected to 
pin number one of the interface connector. 

The cable shall not be twisted pair. 
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Figure 4-5 
Interrace Conriguration 

P.AGE 137 

(-------------- 3 Meters max.------------------) 

/1 
HostlHT \/ \/ // \/ \ 

+---_._-+ +------+ +------+ +------+ 
I IDTI 
I 
I 

I Disk Disk Disk Disk . I 

+--------+ Drivel Drivel Drivel Drivel 
1 2 n-l I n I 

+-.-----+ +------+ +------+ +------+ 

The maximum number or drives connected to one daisy chain 
cable shall be eight. 

HT = Terminator installed at the host 

Dr = Termina~or installed at the last drive only. 

terminators in other drives (see Figure 4~ 

11.6.4 Electrical Characteristics 

11. 6. 4.1 Bidirectional Control Bus Lines 

The bidirectional Control Bus is used in two difrerent modes: 

Daisy ChaiQ Mode and Radial Mode 

In the Daisy Cha!..!'l Mode eight bits of inrormation and and an 
~ptional parity bit shall be transrerred between the host and 
the selected drive. 

In Radial Mode each oT the eight Control Bus lines ~hall be 
used separately ror communication with one specific drive. In 
this way, one bit of information is transferred to or from all 
drives simUltaneously. Each drive shall have a Jumper to 
connect the radial signal to anyone of the eight Control Bus 
lines. The parity bit shall not be used in the Radial Mode. 
The configuration of the bidirectional Control Bus lines is 
shown in Figure 4-6. 
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11.6.4.2 Control Bus Drivers 

The bus drivers ror the parallel information shall be either 
three-state or open collector. Three-state drivers are used 
in the drive. The driver ror the radial signal in the drive 
shall b~ open collector. 

All bus driver outputs for "LOW" level shall sink 24 milliamps 
minimum. The "LOW" level output voltage shall be 0.5 volt 
maximum. Driver outputs ror "HIGH" level shall source 5 
milliamps minimum and shall have a "HIGH" level output voltage 
or 2.4 volts minimum. 5.25 volts maximum. A 10 milliamps 
source current is provided by the 470 ohms terminator 
discussed in Section 11.6.4.4. 

The leakage current in the high impedance state ("OFF" state 
for open collector> shall not exceed 0.25 milliamp ror either 
"HIGH" or "LOW" level on the Control Bus. 

The total number or drivers connected to any Control Bus line 
shall not exceed ten (one in the host, one in each ofl the 
eight drives ror the parallel inrormation, and one in a single 
drive for the radial signal). 

11.6.4.3 Control Bus Receivers 

The maximum "LOW" level input current shall be 400 microamps. 
The maximum "HIGH" level input current shall be 80 microamps. 
The maximum "LOW" level input voltage shall be 0.9 volts. The 
minimum :'HIGH" level input voltage shall be 2.0 volts. 

The total number of receivers connected to any Control Bus 
line shall not exceed ten (one in the host, one in each of the 
eight drives ror the parallel inrormation, and one in a single 
drive for the radial Signal). 
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Figure 4-6 
Cable Configuration for Bidirectional Control Bus ~ines 

470 
Ohms 

Host 

+5V 

\ 
I 
\ 
I 

Drive 

1\ 
I \ To Drive 

+----1 )-----x 
I Logic 

II 

I 
I 

+----( 

II 
I From Drive 

I---------x 
\ I Logic 
1 \ I 

x 
Enable 

I 8(9) Parallel 
From : \ I Lines 

x-----I )----+------+ 
Host / I 
Logic/II 1 Radial Line 

x __ _ 

Enable 
I I I 

I I 

I II 
x ---.-----( 1 -
To Host \ / 

Logic \ I 

o 
) Jumper (AO ... A7) 
) 

o 

1\ 
\ To Drive 

+----1 )-----x 
I Logic 

1 I 

1------+ From Drive Logic 
I I------x 

+--( 
\ 

I 
I 

I-------x 
\------+ Enable 

Open 
Collector 
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11.6.4.4 Control Bus Termination 

A 470 ohms resistor, plus or minus 10% shall be installed at 
the host end of all Control Bus lines (Bus Bits 0-7 and Bus 
Parity), connected to +5 volts plus or minus 5%. 

11.6.5 Single Ended Lines 

The cable configuration of the single ended lines shall be as 
shown in Figures 4-7 to 4-9. 

11.6.6 Single Ended Line Drivers 

The drivers shall have open collector outputs capable of sinking 
40 milliamps at "LOW" levels. "LOW" level output voltage shall 
not exceed 0.4 volts. The high level leakage current shall not 
exceed 250 microamps. 

11.6.7 Single Ended Line Receivers 

The receivers accept TTL logic levels. For noise immunity the 
receiver shall have an input hysteresis 0' 0.4 volts minimum, 
positive going threshold voltage between 1.4 and 2.0 volts and a 
negative going threshold voltage between 0.5 and 1. 1 volts. LOllI 
level input current shall be 1.2 milliamps or less. The high 
level input current shall be 40 microamps maximum. 

11. 6.B Single Ended Line Termination 

All single ended 
terminated at the 
5%, to ground and 
All single ended 
terminated in the 

lines originating at the host shall be 
I a s t dis k d r i ve wit h 330 0 h m s, p Ius 0 r min u s 

220 ohms, plus or minus 5%, to plus 5 volts. 
lines originating at the disk drives shall be 

same way at the host. 

11.6.9 Port Enable Termination 

A 10 k ohms plus or minus 10% pullup resistor to +5 volts shall 
be added to the Port Enable line in each drive to generate an 
inactive Signal level whenever the drive is not connected to the 
Control Bus (see Figure 4-8). 
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I 
\ Figure 4-7 
: Cable Configuration for Unidirectional 
I Single Ended Lines from Host (except Port Enable) 

Ho~t All but Last Drive Last or Only Drive 
I <if multiple drives) 

I 

1\ 
From \ 

1\ 
\ To Drive 

+-1 

: I 

>o----x 
/ Logic 

1\ 

+-1 

II 

\ To Drive 
>o----x 

/ Logic 
220 

Ohms 

+5V 

\ 
I 
\ 

x ---- : >0-------+-------------------+-------------------+ 
Host / 
Logic II 

I 
330 \ 
Ohms I 

GND 
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Figure 4-6 
Cable Configuration for Port Enab~! 

All But Last Drive Last Or Only Drive 
(if multiple drives) 

A +5V 

\ 
I 10 K Ohms 
\ 

1 \ 
\ To Drive 

+-1 )o-----x' 
I I I Logic , , 
I' 1/ 

+5V 

\ 
I 10 K Ohms 
\ 

I 1\ I 

I \ To Drive I 

+---1 )-----x 
I Logic 

II 220 
Ohms 

+5V 
..... 

\ 
I 
\ 

x----I )o----+----------------------+-------~----------+ 
I ' ,I I Host 

Logic II 
I I , 

I 
330 \ 
Ohms I, 

GND 



KENNEDY COMPANY SERIES 6170 PRODUCT SPECIFICATION PAGE 143 

Figure 4-9 Cablt Configuration for Unidirectional 
Single Ended Lines from Drive 

Last or Only Drive All But the Last Drive 
<if multiple Drives) 

Host 

+5V A 

Open Open 
Collector 

From +-----\ 
Collector 

From +----\ 1\ 
220 \ 
Ohms / 

Drive-: \ Drive x-I \ \ \ 
Logic I >0-+ Logic 

--I / I· +----1 
)0-+ 

/ 
+--01 

I 
>--0 / 

Logic 
+---·--1 +----1 

x Enable 
II 

x 
+---~-----------------+-------+-------------+ 

11. 6. 10 Di fferential Lines 

\ 
330 / 
Ohms \ 

GND 

The differential line drivers and receivers shall operate from a 
single + 5 volts supply. They shall operate to 10 MHz and shall 
be capable of meeting the timing requirements of Sections 11.9.3 
through 11.9.5 while operating the recommended terminated cable 
c onf-i gurat ion. 

The cable configuration of the differential lines shall be as 
shown in Figures 4-10 and 4-11. 

An active signal state shall be defined as the "+" line being 
equal or more positive than the "-" line. 

An inactive signal state is defined as the "_" line being more 
positive than the "+" line. 

11.6.10.1 Differential Line Drivers 
\ 

The differential line drivers shall have a 
and be capable of sinking or sourcing 
milliamps in the active state. In the 
impedance state. leakage current shall 
minus 20 microamps. 

three-state output 
a minimum of 20 

inactive or high 
not exceed plus or 
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11.6.10.2 Differential Line Receivers 

The common mode input range shall be at least +7 to -7 volts. 
The differential input voltage shall be -0.2 volts .minimum 
and +0.2 volts maximum. The input hysteresis should be 140 
millivolts minimum (plus or minus 70 millivolts). 

11. 6.10.3 Differential Line Termination 

Each line or all pairs of differential lines shall be 
terminate~ with 100 ohms, plus or minus 10 the host and the 
last drive. 

Figure 4-10 
Cable Configuration for Differential Lines from Ho.ll 

Host 

1\ 

All But the Last Drive Last or Only Drive 
I(if multiple Drives) 

1\ 1\ 
From \------+ +------1 \ To Drive 

1 :>-------0 
+--1 I Logic 

+----1 \ To Drive 
x-----l :> 
Host 1---+ 
Logic II 1/ 

+ Line 

:>--------0 
+-1 I Logic 

II 

+------------+---+----------------------+-------------+ 

\ 
I 
\ 
I 

GND 

- Line 
+---+----------+---------------------+---+ 
\ 

100 I 
Ohms\ 

/ 

GND 

100 
Ohms 

\ 
I 100 
\ Ohms 
I 

GND 

\ 
I 100 
\ Ohms 
I 

GND 
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Figure 4-11 
Cable Configuration for Differential Lines from Qrive 

Last or Only Drive IAII But the Last Drivel 
(if multiple Drives) 

From 1\ 
x-----I \------+ 

Drive ) 
Logic +-1 1---+ 

I II 
x 

Enable 

From 1\ 
x------I \------+ 

Drive ) 
Logic +-1 1---+ 

1/ 
Enable x--

Host 

1\ 
+-----1 \ To Host 

:~.------- x 
+-1 I Logic 

1/ 

+------------+----------------------+---+--------------+ 
+ Line 

+---+----------------------+----------+---+ 
\ \ 
I 100 I 100 
\ Ohms\ Ohms 

GND GNO 

- Line 
100 I 100 I 
Ohms \ Ohms \ 

I I 

GND GND 
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Table 4-2 
Pin Assignment 

Pin Pin Signal Name 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

11 
13 
15 
17 
19 
21 
23 
25 
27 
29 
31 
33 
35 
37 
39 
40 
42 
43 
45 
46 
48 
49 
50 

10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 
22 
24 
~?6 

28 
30 
32 
34 
36 
36 
38 
38 
41 
41 
44 
44 
47 
47 

Ground 
Control Bus Bit O. Select/Attn. Drive 
Control Bus Bit 1. Select/Attn. Drive 
Control Bus Bit 2. Select/Attn. Drive 
Control Bus Bit 3. Select/Attn. Drive 
Central Bus Bit 4. Select/Attn. Drive 
Control Bus Bit 5, Select/Attn. Drive 
Control Bus Bit 6. Select/Attn. Drive 
Co"trol Bus Bit 7. Select/Attn. Drive 
Control Bus Parity 
Select Out/Attn. In Strobe 
Command Request 
Parameter Request 
Bus Direction Out 
Port Enable 
Not Used (Address Mark Control) 
Read Gate 
~Jl" i te Gate 
Bus Acknowledge 
Index 
Sector 
Attention 
Busy 
Read Data + 
Read Data -
Read/Re~erence Clock + 
Read/Re~erence Clock -
t-.!ri te Cloc k + 
t..Jrite Clock -
~..Jr i te Data + 
~..Jr i te Data -
Ground 

11.7 Signal De~initions 

Signal 
Source 

PAGE 1 is. 

Fig. 
5. 2-

o Host/Drive 2 
1 Host/Drive 2 
2 Host/Drive 2 
3 Host/Drive 2 
4 Host/Drive 2 
5 Host/Drive 2 
6 Host/Drive 2 
7 Host/Drive 2 

Host/Drive 2 
Host 3 
Host 3 
Host 3 
Host 3 
Host 4 
(Host) 
Host 3 
Host 3 
Drive 5 
Drive 5 
Drive 5 
Drive 5 
Drive 5 
Drive 7 
Drive 7 
Drive 7 
Drive 7 
Host 6 
Host 6 
Host 6 
Host 6 

This section provides signal definitions and their intended 
operation and/or states. Relative signal timing and tolerance is 
defined in Section 11.9. 

Note: The timing diagrams of Section 11.9 take precedence over all 
other timing definitions. 
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11. 7. 1 Control Bus 

The Control Bus shall be used 'or bidirectional trans'er 0' 
information. The direction of transfer shall be determined by 
the Bus Direction Out Signal. The electrical characteristics of 
the Control Bus Signals are defined in Section 11. 6. 4.1. The 
Control Bus Signals shall be "LOW" active. 

Throughout the specification of this interface the controller 
shall be in control of the bus. All communications between the 
contoller and the selected drive shall be determined by the 
host. Upon power up all drives shall be deselected. The host 
shall be responsible for initiati~g the selecting process. 

The Contr~l Bus is used in two modes. When Select Out/Attention 
In Strobe is active, the Control Bus shall be in Radial Mode. 
When the Command Request, Parameter Request, or Bus Acknowledge 
is active, the Control Bus shall be in Daisy Chain Mode. 

11.7.1.1 Radial Mode 

Each drive shall be assigned a unit number 0-7. by radially 
attaching with a Drive Select ~umper (see Section 11.4.2) to 
one Select/Attention Drive line as per Table 4-2. 

11.7.1.1.1 Select Out Mode 

When both Bus Direction Out and Select Out/Attention In 
Strobe are active, each radial line shall transfer the 
selection information to the corresponding drive. 

11. 711. 1.2 Attention In Mode 

When Bus Direction Out is inactive and Select 
Out/Attention In Strobe is active, each drive shall gate 
its internal Attention Condition via the Drive Select 
~umper onto it~ corresponding C~ntrol Bus line. 
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11. 7.1. 2 Daisy Chain Mode 

When in Daisy Chain Mode. all bus transfers shall consist of 
a two byte sequence. The transfer is asynchronous and 
controlled with a handshake protocol. The first byte is 
transferred using a handshake between the Command Request and 
Bus Acknowledge signals. The second byte is transferred 
using a handshake between the Parameter Request Signal and 
the Bus Acknowledge Signal. Refer to Section 11.8 for the 
command definitions. 

11.7. ·1. 2. 1 Command Out 

When both the Bus Direction Out and Command Request are 
active. the host shall transfer a Command Byte to the 
selected drive. 

When bit 6 in the Command Code (first byte) is one, the 
sec cnd byte is Parameter Out. Refer to Sec t i on ll. 7. 1. 2. 2 
and Tab 1 e4-3. 

When bit 6 in the Command Code (first byte) is zero, the 
second byte is Parameter In. Refer to Section 11.7.1.2.3 
and Table 4-4. 

When the Bus Direction Out 
parameter (second byte) 
definition of Bit 6 of the 
shall set the Attention 
Error Bit in the General 
11. 8. 4. 1 >. 

Signal for the transfpr Or the 
does not comply with .the 

Command Code, this condition 
Condition and the Control Bus 

Status Byte (see Section 

The condition of the Bus Direction Out Signal being 
inactive and the Command Request Signal being active is a 
violation of protocol and shall set the Attention 
Condition and the Control Bus Error Bit of the General 
Status Byte (see Section 11. 8. 4.1). 

11. 7. 1. 2. 2 Parameter Out 

When both Bus Direction Out and Parameter Request are 
active. the controller is'transferring a Parameter Byte to 
the selected drive (see Table 4-3). 
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11.7.1. 2.i3 Parameter In 

Whenthe Bus Direction Out Signal is inactive and Parameter 
Rectuest :Signal is active, the host is rectuesting a 
Parameter Byte (status) to be trans~erred 'rom the 
selected drive (see Table 4-4). 

11. 7.1. 3 Control Bus Bits 0-7, Select/Attention Drive 0-7 

The eight Control Bus Signals, 
communicati~n between the host and 
Sections- 11.~7.1.1 and 11.7.1.2. 
least significant bit. 

0-7, sha 11 
the drive 
Control 

be used for 
as defined in 

Bus Bit 0 is the 

11. 7. 1. 4 Control Bus Pari ty 

The Control!Bus Parity Bit shall always be generated in the 
drive in Daisy Chain Mode. 

Control Bus Parity checking and the generation of a Control 
Bus Error ,(see Section 11. 8. 4.1. 2) upon wrong parity can be 
disabled by: the Control Bus Parity Checking Jumper (see 
Se c t ion 11. 4. 3 >. 

When the Cpntrol Bus is used in daisy chain mode the 
bidirection~l Control Bus Parity Signal shall be odd parity 
of the eigh~ Control Bus Bits and the Parity Bit. 

When the Control Bus is used in the radial mode, the Control 
Bus Parity pignal is not used and shall be inactive. 

11. 7. 2 Control! Interface 

I • This group of, slgnals are uni-directional in nature. The 
electrical cha~acteristic 0' the control inter'ace lines is 
defined in Se:ction. 11. 6.5. All control inter'ace lines are 
"LOW" for actiive signal states and "HIGH" for inactive signal 
states. 

11. 7. 2. 1 Polrt Enab Ie 

This signal is normally held active 
signal is aictive, all drives attached 
resp and to : th e i nterfac e protoc a I 
specificati:on. 

by the host. When this 
to the interface shall 
as described by this 
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When this signal changes from active to inactive and stays 
inactive for longer than 500 nanoseconds, all drives shall be 
logically disconnected from the bus within 1 microsecond. 
The drive shall remain deselected while Port Enable is 
inactive. 

This signal may be used to disable all drives when host power 
is lost and/or as a programmed reset. If the interface cable 
is being disconnected from a drive, the drive shall be reset 
by the active to inactive transition on this line. 

Upon detecting Port Enable going inactive each drive must go 
to its Initial State as defined below. After Port Enable 
changas from inactive to active and after the initial state 
is reached the drive shall set the Attention Condition. 
Initial State 

This is the state reached after a drive 
has been powered up. Port Enable has 
become active or a Selective Reset Command 
has been received and performed. 

The conditions are: 

1. Dr i ve s hall bed e s e I e c ted. 

2. Drive shall respond to the Select Out/Attention In 
Strobe Signal. 

3. All parameters of command s wi th Parameters Out in 
Table 4-~ shall be reset to zero. 

4. The Drive Attribute Table shall be set to its 
initial state. 

5. All resettable error conditions shall be reset. If 
the cause of the error still exists, it shall set 
the error conditions again. 

6. Sector Pulses shall be generated according to the 
setting of the Sector Jumpers (see Table 4-6). 

7. The Initial State Bit in Sense Byte 2 shall be set 
(see Section 11.8.4.3.1>. 

8. \ Self test diagnostics shall be executed. 

9. Drive spun down (only if Initial State is reached 
after Power Up. Port Enable and the Selective 
Reset Command shall not affect the spin state). 



KENNEDY COMPANY SERIES 6170 PRODUCT SPECIFICATION PAGE 1§.1 

11.7.2.2 Bus Direction Out 

The Bus Direction Out Signal is transferred from the 
controller to all attached drives. Bus Direction Out 
controls the direction of transfer on the Control Bus. When 
the Bus Direction Out Signal is active this defines a 
transfer from the host to the drive. 

11.7.2.3 Select Out/Attention In Strobe 

This signal is transferred from the 
drives .. It has two different functions 
state of the Bus Direction Out Signal. 

host to all attached 
depending on the 

When the Bus Direction Out Signal is active, 
Select Out Strobe. 

the signal is 

When the Bus Direction dot Signal is inactive, the signal is 
Attention In Strobe. 

11.7.2.3.1 Select Out Strobe 

Only one drive shall be selected at anyone time. When 
the Bus Direction Out Signal is active, the active going 
edge of the Select Out Strobe Signal is used for 
selecting/deselecting the drive. 

When anyone of theControl Bus Signals is active and 
Select Out Strobe transitions to active, the drive 
connected to that specific Control Bus line shall become 
se I ec ted. 

Whe~ any Control Bus Signal is inactive and Select Out 
Strobe transitions to active, the drive connected to that 
specific Control Bus line shall become deselected. 

When all Control Bus Signals are inactive and the Select 
Out Strobe transitions to active, all attached drives 
shall become deselected. 

11.7.2.3.2 Attention In Strobe 

When the Bus Direction Out Signal is inactive, the 
Attention In Strobe is used to gate the Radial Attention 
Condition of the drive (see Section 11. 7.2.8) onto the 
corresponding Control Bus line connected to that drive. 
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11.7.2.4 Command Request 

This signal initiates the handshake control 'rom the 
controller to the selected drive. The active state 0' this 
signal signifies the trans'er 0' the first byte of each 
two-byte trans'er. Until the receipt 0' Bus Acknowledge, the 
Command Request Signal shall remain active. 

11.7.2.5 Parameter Request 

This signal is also a handshake control line 'rom the 
controll~r to the selected drive. The active state 0' this 
signal Tor a Parameter Out command indicates that the output 
Parameter Byte is valid on the Control Bus. The active state 0' this signal 'or a Parameter In Command requests the 
selected drive to place the Parameter Byte on the Control 
Bus. Until the receipt 0' Bus Acknowledge, the Parameter 
Request Signal shall remain ,ctive. 

11.7.2.6 Bus Acknowledge 

This signal is returned 'rom the selected drive to the 
controller The Bus Acknowledge Signal has two 'unctions. 

When the Control Bus is used in Radial Mode (Select 
Out/Attention In Strobe active), the selected drive shall 
make ,the Bus Acknowledge Signal active to acknowledge its 
selection. 

When the Control Bus is used in Daisy Chain Mode. the Bus 
Acknowledge Signal per'orms the asynchronous handshake with 
the Command Request Signal or the Parameter Request Signal. 

11. 7. 2. 7 Busy 

This signal shall be held active by the selected drive if the 
selected drive is unable to accept additional commands. The 
Busy Signal shall change to the active state before the 
active going edge 0' the Bus Acknowledge of a Time Dependent 
Command that causes the drive to become busy. The Busy 
Condition shall occur during power up sequencing, a Selective 
Reset Command. a Spin Command, a Rezero Command. an O'fset 
Command, a Partition Track Command, or a Seek to Outer Stop 
Command. The Busy Signal shall also be set during a 
self-initiated Rezero operation upon a failing Seek or upon 
detection of a Guard Band Error (see Sections 11.8.2.1.4 and 
11. 8. 4. 4. 3). 
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When the Seek Busy Jumper (see Section 11.4.7) is installed, 
the Bu~y Signal shall also be made active during a Seek 
Command and a Time Dependent Select Moving Head Command. 

The Busy Signal shall not be made active iT the drive can 
ac c ept command s. 

The Busy to not Busy transition within the drive shall set 
the Attention Condition (see Section 11.7.2.8). 

If Command Request becomes active when the Busy Signal is 
already active the drive shall not respond with Bus 
Acknowl~dge before the function is completed and the Busy 
Signal is made inactive. No Control Bus time out check is 
performed in this case. 

11.7.2.8 Attention 

This signal is a party line 
drives to the controller, 
drive. 

signal ("wired OR") from all 
independent of the selection of a 

The Attention Signal shall be made active by a drive, if the 
drive's internal Attention Condition is set to one and if 
Attention is enabled. The Attention Condition shall be set 
if the drive requires service from the controller. The 
detailed conditions to set the Attention Condition are 
defined in Section 11.8. 

The Attention Condition of the selected drive shall only be 
cleared by the Clear Attention Command or the Clear Fault 
Command. Issuing the Clear Fault Command shall reset only 
those error status bits and the resulting Attention Condition 
the error condition of which can be reset. A Clear Attention 
Command shall reset the Attention Condition independent of 
error conditions. 

11.7.2.9 Index 

A valid Index Signal is transferred from t~e selected drive 
to the controller whenever the drive is ready. 

Index is a signal that indicates to the controller that a 
reference point or index area is passing under the ~eads of 
the selected drive. One Index Pulse shall be generated by 
the selected drive per revolution of the recording media. 
The Index Pulse shall have a length of 2.5 microseconds plus 
or minus 100 nanoseconds. 
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11. 7. 2.10 Sector 

A valid Sector Signal is transferred from the selected drive 
to the controller whenever the drive is ready and no 
Partition Track Command (see Section 11.8.2.2.5) is being 
perforOled. 

The Sector Signal establishes rotational reference points on 
the recording surface. Each track may be divided into equal 
length sectors with the initial sector ("zero") starting 
coincident with the Index Pulse. When the Index Pulse is 
activated, the Sector Pulse is omitted. The Sector Pulse 
shall have a length of 2.5 microseconds plus or minus 100 
nanosec ond s. 

For the possible numbers of Sector Pulses Per Track see 
Section 11.8.3.10. 

11. 7. 2. 11 Read Gate 

The Read Gate Signal is transferred from the controller to 
the selected drive. 

The Read Gate Signal enables and synchronizes the read 
circuitry to transfer the serialized data information on the 
Read Data lines from the recording medium. 

If Read Gate is made active when the drive has positioned to 
a cylinder where reading is not permitted (see Section 
11.8.1. 2. 8), the Read/Write Permit Violation Bit in Sense 
Byte 1 and the Attention Condition shall be set. The Read 
Data Lines shall be held static, if this error occurs. 

If Read Gate and Write Gate are active simultaneously, the 
Read/Write Fault Bit in the Sense Byte 1 and the Attention 
Condition shall be set. 

Read Gate being active, when a Seek, Partition Track, Select 
Moving Head. Read Control or Load Read Permit Command is 
issued, is a violation of protocol and shall set the Command 
ReJect Bit in the Sense Byte 1 and the Attention Condition. 

11.7.2.12 Write Gate 

The Write Gate Signal is transferred from the controller to 
the selected drive. 



KENNE'DY COMPANY SERIES 6170 PRODUCT SPECIFICATION PAGE 1:22 

The Write Gate Signal enables the 
drive to transfer the serialized 
Data Lines to the recording medium. 

write circuitry in the 
information on the Write 

Note: A write operation shall not take place unless a write 
enable condition has been established by a previous Write 
Contro I Command (see Sec t i on 11. 8. 1. 1. 2 >. 

Making Write Gate active when no previous Write Control 
Command was issued to permit writing shall set the Read/Write 
Fault Bit in Sense Byte 1 and the Attention Condition. 

Making W~ite Gate active when writing to the current cylinder 
is not allowed by a previous Load Write Permit Command shall 
set the Read/Write Permit Violation Bit in the Sense Byte 1 
(see Section 11.8.4.2.4) and the Attention Condition. 

Making Write Gate active when the drive is in an Offset State 
shall sat the Read/Write Fault Bit and the Command ReJect Bit 
(see Sections 11.8.4.2.2 and 11.8.4.2.6) and the Attention 
Condition. 

I , 

When Write Gate and Read:Gate are active simultaneously, the 
Read/Write Fault Bit in the Sense Byte 1 and the Attention 
Condition shall be set. 

Making Write Gate active. when the Busy Signal is active or 
the Busy Executing Bit in the General Status Byte is set is a 
violation of protocol and shall set the Read/Write Fault Bit 
in the Sense Byte 1 and the Attention Condition. 

Write Gate being active when a Seek, Partition Track, Write 
Control, Select Moving- Head or Write Permit Command is 
issued, is a violation of protocol and shall set the Command 
ReJect Bit in Sense Byte 1 and the Attention Condition. 

No w~ite operation shall take place when these errors occur. 

11.7.3 Read/Write Signals 

This section describes the signals used when transferring data 
to and fro~ the controller. These signals are only valid if a 
drive is selected. All of these signals are driven 
differentially (see Section 11.6.10). All data sent to the 
drive or 'host shall be Non-Return-to-Zero (NRZ). 
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11.7.3.1 Read Data 

When Read Gate is active, the Read Data lines carry the 
serial NRZ read data. This data is synchronized with Read 
Clock: The Read Data Signal shall be static when Read Gate 
is not acti ve. 

11.7.3.2 Read/Reference Clock 

The Read/Reference Clock is 
drive to the controller. 
when Read Gate is active. 
serial NRZ read data. 

transferred from the selected 
This signal transfers Read Clock 

Read Clock is synchronous with 

This signal shall transfer the Reference Clock at all other 
times. 

11.7.3.3 Write Data 

When Write Gate is active. the Write Data lines shall 
transfer the serial NRZ data to the selected drive for 
recording. The serial write data is synchronized to the 
Write Clock. This signal shall be held static at all times 
except when Write Gate is active. 

11.7.3.4 Write Clock 

Write Clock is used by the selected qrive to properly phase 
the Write Data lines while recording. Write Clock is 
generated in the controller by returning the Reference Clock 
Signal back to the selected drive at the same frequency with 
an unspecified but constant shift in phase. This signal 
shall be held static at all times except when used to precede 
the active going edge of Write Gate by at, least one bit cell( 
but not more than 16 bit cells and when Write Gate is active. 

11.8 Command Structure 

All command, status. and parameter information passed between the 
selected drive and the host shall be transferred via the Control 
Bus and shall conform to the command protocol defined in this 
specification. 
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The' command protocol re~uires that each command consists of a two 
byte transFer. The first byte, the Command Byte, shall always be 
transferred Trom the controller to the selected drive. The second 
byte. the Parameter Byte, may be transferred from the controller to 
the selected drive or from the selected drive to the controller. 
The direction of the transfer of the Parameter Byte is determined 
by the Bus Direction Out Signal. 

Command Codes 80-FF Hex are reserved for commands outside the scope 
of the ANSI specification. It is desirable that this device 
dependent lavel interface operates with an as yet undefined higher 
level interface. By reserving the most significant bit of the 
Command Code a simple check can identify commands that are either 
executed or passed on by such a higher level interface. If a 
reserved command is received, the drive shall set the Attention 
Condition and the Illegal Command Bit in the General Status Byte. 

The Command Byte, therefore, indicates the particular function that 
the selected drive is to perform. This may include functions such 
as accepting parametric information from the controller, performing 
re~uested head motion, or reporting specific status conditions. 
The Command Byte also conditions the drive as to the direction of 
the transfer of the Parameter Byte of the command se~uence. 

The Parameter Byte completes the command se~uence by providing the 
parameter or status information demanded by the C9mmand Byte. In 
cases where the Command Byte is sufficient to indicate the complete 
nature of the command, the General Status Byte is transferred, as 
Parameter Byte to complete the command se~uence. 

Below all deTined command se~uences are specified. They are 
divided into two groups: One which re~uires the Parameter Byte 
transferred to the drive <Parameter Out) and one which re~uires the 
Parameter Byte ~ransferred to the controller <Parameter In). 

Note that there is a further subdivision in each group. 
Mandatory Co~mands which shall be implemented in 
conforming to the ANSI standard. 

There are 
all drives 

There is a second class of commands that are defined and 
implemented in the 'KENNEDY ANSI according to the ANSI standard. 
They are called Optional Commands. 

A third class of commands are the KENNEDY Uni~ue Commands. 

The KENNEDY 'ANSI is designed so that the drive is operational with 
the Mandatory Command Set. The Optional Commands which are 
implemented and the KENNEDY Unique Commands may be used however to 
increase the degree of comfort and flexibility. 
There are two classes of commands: 
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Immediate Commands and 

Time Dependent Commands 

For Immediate Commands the active going edge of the second Bus 
Acknowledge shall not be generated until the required action has 
been performed. In the case that the action is not performed, the 
Attention Cundition shall be set prior to the active going edge o~ 
th~ Bus Acknowledge Signal that is returned as a response to 
Parameter Request. 

For Time Dependent Commands, the Attention Condition shall be set 
when the action Tor the Time Dependent Command is completed. The 
resetting OT the Attention Condition by the Immediate Command, 
Clear Fault or Clear Attention, completes the Time Dependent 
Command. 

All commands, once in progress, shall proceed to completion 
utilizing parameters established prior to the issuance o~ the 
command. While a Time Dependent Command (denoted in Tables 4-3 and 
4-4 by a *> is in progress, and iT the drive is not busy. a new 
Time Depende~t Command is issued, the new Time Dependent Command 
shall be rejected by setting the Attention Condition and the 
Command ReJect Bit in Sense Byte 1. 

A new Time Dependent Command may be issued only after the current 
Time Dependent Command has been completed. 

Also, while a Time Dependent Command is in progress, the drive 
shall accept Immediate Commands iT the Busy Signal is not &et. 

While all com~ands are defined individually, there are logical 
groupings of commands that represent functional operations. For 
example, the loading oT parameter inTormation (cylinder address) 
and the execution oT a particular operation (seek). 

Possible violations oT the protocol and the resulting status are 
indicated in the description oT the signals (see Section 11.7) and 
in the description oT the commands (see Sections 11.8.1 and 
11. 8. 2>' 
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Table 4-3 
Commands With Parameters Out 

Command 
Function Code Parameter Out 
~~~~~------------------------~~~----~:~~~~-:~~---------Attention Control 40 Hex Bit 7 

Write Control 41 Hex 

o = Enable Attention 
1 = Disable Attention 

Bit 7 
o = Write Disable 
1 = Write Enable 

Load Cylinder Address High 42 Hex MSB of Cylinder Address 
Load Cy lind er ·Address Low 43 Hex LSB of Cy 1 i nd er Address 
Select Moving Head (Immediate) 44 Hex Head Number 
S=e...::l..,:.. -!.M..:..:o~v~i n ........ g....:...H:..::e:..::a:..:d~.:..( T..:....::.i~m:.::e-=D~e::..tp::....~) --..;.;.*-.:4~5~H..:..:e::..:;:..x __ -.:..H~.:e:..l.:a~de......:N..z.u::r.m=b..::e . .:.r ____ .. __ __ 
Load Attribute Number 50 Hex Address Byte 
Load Drive Attribute 51 Hex Information Byte 
Read Control 53 Hex Bits 7,6 

Offset Control * 

Spin Control * ** 

Load Bytes Per Seqtor 
Load Bytes Per Sector 
Load Bytes Per Sector 
Load Sect. Pulses Per 
Load Sect. Pulses Per 
Load Sect. Pulses Per 
Load Read Permit High 
Load Read Permit Low 

Load Write Permit High 
Load Write Permit Low 

Load Test Byte 

High 
Medium 
Low 
Tr. High 
Tr. Med. 
Tr. Low 

54 Hex 

55 Hex 

56 Hex 
57 Hex 
58 Hex 
59 Hex 
5A Hex 
5B Hex 
6B Hex 
6C Hex 

6D Hex 
6E Hex 

6F Hex 

OX = Nominal Strobe 
10 = Strobe Early 
11 = Strobe Late 

Bits 7,6 
OX = No Offset 
10 = Offset Forward 
11 = Offset Reverse 

Bit 7 
o = Spin Down 
1 = Spin Up 

MSB of # of Bytes P. S. 
MedSB of * of B. P. S. 
LSB of * of Bytes P. S. 
MSB of # of Sect. P. 
MedSB of * of Sect. P. 
LSB of # of Sect. P. 
MSB of Cylinder Address 
LSB of Cylinder Address 

Read enabled only on 
cylinder equal to or 
greater than the above 

MSB of Cylinder Address 
LSE of Cylinder Address 

Write enabled only on 
Cylinder equal to or 
greater than the above 

Test Byte 

All unused bits in parameters are zero (0). 

* This command is a Time Dependent Command and shall set the 
Attention Condition upon completion. 
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** There is a Jumper on the ANSI board to allow the acceptance of 
thi. command. Without this Jumper the drive shall spin up upon 
receipt of power (see Section 11. 4.5>. 

Commands with codes 40 Hex through 4F Hex are Mandatory Commands, 
o commands with codes 50 Hex through 6F Hex are Optional Commands. 

Jable 4-4 
Commands With Parameter In 

Function 

Report 'III~gal Command' ** 
Clear Fault 
Clear Attention • 
Seek * 
Rezero * 
Report Sense Byte 2 
Report Sense Byte 1 
Reeort General Status 
Report Drive Attribute 
Set Attention ** 
Selective Reset * 
Seek to Outer Stop * 
Partition Track * 
Report Cylinder Address High 
Report Cylinder Address Low 
Report Read Permit High 
Report Read Permit Low 
Report Write Permit High 
Report Write Permit Low 
Report Test Byte 
Report Sense Byte 3 
Report Diagnostic Results 
Report Sense Byte 4 
Report Sense Byte 5 

Command 
Code 

00 Hex 
01 Hex 
02 Hex 
03 Hex 
04 Hex 
OD Hex 
OE Hex 
OF Hex 
10 Hex 
11 Hex 
14 Hex 
15 Hex 
16 Hex 
29 Hex 
2A Hex 
2B Hex 
2C Hex 
2D Hex 
2E Hex 
2F Hex 
30 Hex 
31 Hex 
32 Hex 
33 Hex 

All unused bits in parameters are zero (0). 

Parameter In 

General Status Byte 
General Status Byte 
General Status Byte 
General Status Byte 
General Status Byte 
Sense Byte 2 
Sense Byte 1 
Genera 1 Status_..H . .Y...t!. 
Drive Attribute Byte 
General Status Byte 
General Status Byte 
General Status Byte 
General Status Byte 
MSB of Cyl. Address 
LSB of Cyl. Address 
MSB of Cyl. Address 
LSB of Cyl. Address 
MSB of Cyl. Address 
LSB of Cyl. Address 
Test Byte _._. __ 
Sense Byte 3 *** 
Diagnostic Byte *** 
Sense Byte 4 *** 
Sense Byte 5 *** 

* This command is a Time Dependent Command and shall genprate 
the Attention Condition upon completion. 

** This command is an Immediate Command and shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

*** These B~tes are KENNEDY Unique. See Section 11.8.2.3. 

Commands with codes 00 Hex through OF Hex are Mandatory 
Commands, co~rnands with codes 10 Hex through 2F Hex are Optional 
Commands, and commands with codes 30 Hex to 3F Hex are KENNEDY 
Un i que Command s. 
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11. 8. 1 Command s wi th Parameter Out 

All commands defined in this section require a Parameter Byte to 
be transferred to the drive. These commands are summarized in 
'Table 4-3. 

11. 8.1. 1 Mandatory Commands with Parameter Out 

All Mar.datory Commands are implemented in the KENNEDY ANSI 
i nterfac e. 

11.8.1. 1. 1 Attention Control (Command Code 40 Hex) 

This command shall condition the drive to enable or 
disable its attention circuitry based on the value of the 
Parameter Byte as shown below. 

Bit 7 6 4 3 2 1 o 
+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 

X 000 0 0 0 0 
+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 

X=:O 
X = 1 

Enable Attention 
Disable Attention 

This command allows the host to selectively ignore 
attention requests from certain drives on the interface. 
This might be done in response to a drive that generates 
spurious attention requests due to a malfunction. 

The Enable Attention Command shall cause the selected 
drive to gate its internal Attention Condition onto the 
party line ("wired OR") Attention Signal. 

The Disable Attention Command shall cause the selected 
drive to disable the gating of the internal Attention 
Condition onto the party line Attention Signal. 

This command shall have no impact on the function of the 
radial status returned with the Attention In Strobe Signal 
(see Section 11.7.2.3.2). 

Drives shall be initialized with the attention circuitry 
enabled. 
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11. 8.1. 1. 2 Write Control (Command Code 41 Hex) 

This command shall condition the selected drive to enable 
or disable its write circuitry and thus declare the 
selected drive as being write protected~ based on the 
value of the Parameter Byte as shown below. 

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 o 
+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 

x o o o o o o o 
+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-~---+ 

1 • 1 ____ - x = 0 
X = 1 

Write Disable 
Write Enable 

This command js used in conJunction with the Write Gate 
8ignal and therefore merely enables the write circuitry 
while the Write Gate Signal activates the circuitry at the 
proper time. An active Write Gate Signal while the 
drive's write circuitry is disabled shall result in no 
data being recorded, Bits 1 and 5 of Sense Byte 1 being 
set, and an Attention Condition being generated. 

If the drive is in a Write Disabled State, the 'Positioned 
Within Write Protected Area' Bit in the Sense Byte 2 shall 
be set. 

A Write Control Command issued during a write operation is 
a violation of protocol and shall set the Command ReJect 
Bit in Sense Byte 1 and the Attention Condition. 

Drives shall be initialized with the write circuitry 
disabled. 

11. 8. 1. 1. 3 Ltlad Cy lind er Ad dress Command s 

These two commands shall transfer by their parame~er 
portions a 16 bit cylinder address to the selected drive. 

These commands are used in conJunction with the Seek 
Command (see Section 11. 8.2.1. 4) and therefore art' a means 
of supplying a target cylinder address. 

These commands shall not cause any head motion. Loading a 
cyfinder address outside the range of the drive shall not 
cause an error unless a subsequent Seek Command is issued 
to that illegal cylinder. 
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Issuing these commands while a Seek Command is performed 
is a violation of protocol and shall set the Command 
Reject Bit in Sense Byte 1 and the Attention Condition. 

The sequence of these Commands may be either way. 

Drives are initialized with the target cylinder address 
equa I to zero. 

11. 8.1. 1. 3.1 Load Cylinder Address High (Command Code 
42 Hex) 

This command shall condition the selected drive to 
accept the Parameter Byte as the most significant byte 
of the 16 bit target cylinder address. 

11. 8. 1. 1. 3. 2 Load Cy lind er Ad dress Low (Command Cod e 43 
Hex) 

This command shall condition the selected drive to 
accept the Parameter Byte as the least significant byte 
oT the 16 bit target cylinder address. 

11. 8.1. 1. 4 Select Moving Head (Command Codes 44 Hex and 45 
Hex> 

There are two Command Codes for the Head S.lection. 
Corr"11cmd Code 45 Hex is used by drives. which need a 
considerable amount of time to select the heads. 

For compatibility reasons the 6170 ANSI interface accepts 
both codes. On Command Code 44 Hex no Attention Condition 
is set. 

On Command Code 45 Hex the Busy Signal is set temporarily, 
if the Seek Busy Jumper is installed, during the Bus 
Acknowledge for Parameter Request. Then the Attention 
Condition is set. 

These commands shall condition the selected drive to 
accept the Parameter Byte as the binary address of the 
head selected for read or write operations. 

A Select Moving Head Command executed during a read or 
write operation is a violation of protocol and shall set 
the Command ReJect Bit and the Attention Condition. 
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The drive shall 
Illegal Parameter 
receipt 0' a ~ead 0' the drive. 

set the Attention Condition and the 
Bit in the General Status Byte upon 

address outside the head address range 

See Table 4-7 'or the valid head addresses 0' the drive 
model s. 

Drives shall be initialized with head zero selectpd. 

11. 8.1. 2 Optional Commands with Parameter Out 

Th e '011 owi ng 
impletr.ented in 

optional commands with 
the 6170 ANSI interrace. 

Parameter Out are 

Issua"ce 0' other optional commands with Parameter"Out shall 
set the Attention Condition and the Illegal Command Bit in 
the General Status Byte. 

11.8.1.2.1 Load Attribute Number (Command Code 50 Hex) 

This command shall condition the selected drive to accept 
the Parameter Byte as the Number Or a Drive Attribute as 
defined in Table 4-5 and Section 11.8.3. This command 
prepares the d~ive 'or a subsequent Load Drive Attribute 
Command or Report Drive Attribute Command (see Sections 
11. 8. 1. 2. 2 and 11. 8. 2. 2. 1). Th i s command may be issued at 
any timp. 

If for a received Number no Attribute is assigned, the 
Illegal Command Bit in the General Status Bytp and the 
Attention Condition shall be set. 

The Attribute Number shall be initialized to zero, so that 
a Load/Report Drive Attribute Command without a preceding 
Load Attribute Number Command shall use Attribute Number 
zero. 

An Attribute Number established with a Load Attribu~e 
Number Command shall be used f~r all further Load/Report 
Attribute Commands unless changed by anothpr Load 
Attribute Number Command or by entering Initial state. 
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11. 8.1. 2. 2 Load Drive Attribute (Command Code 51 Hex) 

This command shall condition the selected drive to accept 
the Parameter Byte as the new value of a Drive Attribute. 
The number of the Drive Attribute must have been 
previously defined by the Load Attribute Number Command 
(see Section 11. 8.1. 2.1 >. 

If the selsected Attribute is Read Only, then the Illegal 
Com~and Bit in the General Status and the Attention 
Condition shall be set. 

The Attributes 00 Hex. OE Hex, 33 Hex, and 43 Hex can be 
loaded. 

11. 8. 1. 2. 3 Read Contro I (Command Cod e 53 He x) 

This command shall condition the seletted drive to modify 
its read timing. The modification to the timing is 
defined by the value of the Parameter Byte as shown below. 

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 o 
+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 

o o o o o o 
+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 

o X = Nominal Read Strobe 
1 0 = Read Strobe Early 
1 1 = Read Strobe Late 

X = don't care 

Wh&n set the read control shall remain in the one state 
and shall only return to the Nominal Strobe state by a new 
Read Control Command. Seek Command or Rezero Command or by 
entering Initial State. 

Issuing this c6mmand while Read Gate is active shall set 
the Command Reject Bit in Sense Byte 1 and the Attention 
Condition. Writing shall not be affected by the Strobe 
Early or Strobe Late state. 

The drive shall be initialized with the Nominal Strobe 
t i ;;I'i ng. 
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11, 8, 1. 2. 4 Offset Contro 1 (Command Cod e 54 He x) 

This command shall condition the selected drivp. to modify 
the position of the moving heads. The offset modification 
is defined by the value of the Parameter Byte as shown 
below. 

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 o 
+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 

o o o o o o 
+-----+-----+-----,+-----+-----+---,--+-----+------+ 

° X = No Offset 
1 0 = Offset Forward 
1 1 = Offset Reverse 

X = don't care 

FUrthermore. the setting of any offset has the effect. of 
disabling the write circuitry and any write operation 
attempted shall set the Command Reject Bit and the 
Read/Write Fault Bit in the Sense Byte 1 and the Attention 
Condition. 

The Offset Control Command is in effect a seek command and 
as such shall set the Attention Condition upon the 
completion of the offset operation. 

The typical time for an Offset Command to move the heads 
from a No Offset condition to Offset or for return from 
Offset to No Offset shall be 3.7 milliseconds. If the 
offset already exists in the desired direction, no time is 
required. If the Offset Command requires the opposite 
direction of an already existing offset. the time shall be 
7. 5 mill i sec on d sty pic a 1. 

The offset control shall be reset to No Offset po,itioTling 
by every Seek Command and Rezero Command. 

The drive shall be initialized with No Offset. 

Issuing this command while a Seek Command is performed 
Issuing this command while a Seek Command is performed or 
when the Not Ready Bit in the General Status Byte is a one 
shall set the Command Reject Bit in Sense Byte 1 and the 
Attention Condition. 
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11. 8. 1. 2. 5 Sp i n Control (Command Code 55 He x) 

A Jumper within the 6170 ANSI interface allows two modes 
of controlling the spindle motor. 

Note: The current KENNEDY 6170 Models do not allow the 
Spin Control Command. 

Without the Jumper the motor shall spin up or down when 
power to the drive is applied or removed. In this case 
the Spin Command is illegal. If it is received then the 
Attention Condition and the Illegal Command Bit in the 
Gen~ral Status Byte shall be set. 

When the Jumper is installed. the Spin Control Command 
shall be allowed. 

This command shall condition the selected drive to enter a 
spin up or spin down cycle based upon the state of the 
Parameter Byte as shbwn below. 

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 o 
+._----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-_ .. _ .. _-+ 

X 0 0 000 0 0 
+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 

+-- X = 0 
X == 1 

Spin Down 
Spin Up 

When the Spin Control ~umper is installed. the drive shall 
be initialized upon Power On in the Spin Down State. The 
Selective Reset Command and the Port Enable Signal shall 
not change the state of spin control. 

A spin up cycle consists of starting the rotation of the 
spindle. waiting for the rotational speed to get within 
the given tolerance. and a self-initiated rezero 
operation. A spin down cycle initiates the stopping of 
the spindle rotation. 

Upon completion of a spin up sequence the drive shall set 
the Attention Condition. Issuing a Spin Up Command to a 
drive already in "up" condition or a Spin Down Command to 
a drive already in "down" condition shall cause the 
Attention Condition to be set. 

If,15 seconds after receipt 
speed was not reached or 15 
Spin Down Command the speed 
Error Bit in Sense Byte 
shall be set. 

oT a Spin 'Up Command the final 
seconds after the receipt of a 
did not decrease. the Spin 
3 and the Attention Condition 
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It is not recommended to spin down the drive except before 
shutting off the power to the system. 

11. 8. 1. 2. 6 Load By te s Per Sec tOT' Command s 

These three commands shall condition the selected drive to 
accept the Parameter Bytes as a 24 bit number that 
represents the total number of bytes that will occur 
between active going edges of Sector Pulses. and between 
the active going edge of the Index Pulse and the active 
going edge of the first Sector Pulse when a Partition 
Track Command is executed. 

Note that only even numbers of Bytes Per Sector are used. 
The least significant bit of the number of Bytes Per 
Sector is discarded. 

These commands are used in conJunction with the Partition 
Track Command (see Section 11.8.2.2.5). 

Upon completion of the execution of the Partition Track 
Command. the content of the Parameter Bytes transferred by 
these commands shall be loaded into the corrpsponding 
Bytes Per Sector Attributes (see Section 11.8.3.9 and 
Table 4-5). 

The default value of these parameters is zero, while the 
de~ault value of the corresponding Attributes is given by 
the Sector Size Select Jumpers. 

11. 8.1. 2. 6.1 Load Bytes Per Sector High (Command Code 
56 Hex) 

This command supplies the most significant byte of the 
24 bit number which represents the Number of Bytes Per 
Sector (see Section 11. 8.1. 2. 6>' 

11. 8.1. 2.6.2 Load Bytes Per SectoT't'iedium (Command Code 
57 Hex> 

This command supplies the medium significant byte of 
the 24 bit number which represents the Number of Bytes 
Per Sector (see Section 11. 8.1. 2. 6). 
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11. 8. 1. 2. 6. 3 Load Bytes Per Sector Low (Command Code 58 
Hex) 

This command supplies the least signiricant byte or the 
24 bit number which represents the Number or Bytes Per 
Sector (see Section 11. 8.1. 2. 6>' 

11.8.1. 2. 7 Load Sector Pulses Per Track Commands 

These three commands shall condition the selected drive to 
accept the Parameter Bytes as a 24 bit number that 
repre.ents the total number or Sector Pulses between (but 
excluding) Index Pulses generated by the drive when a 
Partition Track Command is executed. 

These commands are used in conJuction with the Partition 
Track Command (see Section 11.8.2.2.5). 

Upon completion 
content of the 
mmands shall be 
Pulses Per Track 
11.8.3. 10), 

or the Partition Track Command, the 
Parameter Bytes transrerred by these co 

loaded into the corresponding Sector 
Attribute (see Table 4-5 and Section 

The default value or these parameters is zero, while the 
default value of the corresponding Attributes is given by 
the Sector Size Select Jumpers. 

The minimum number aT Sector Pulses Per Track is three 
(3) . 

11. 8.1. 2. 7.1 Load Sector Pulses Per Track High (Cmd. 
Code 59 Hex> 

This command shall condition the selected drive to 
accept the Parameter Byte as the most significant byte 0' the 24 bit number that represents the total number 
of Sector Pulses. See Section 11.8.1. 2.7. 

If the Parameter of this command is 80 Hex, its value 
shall be considered to be zero, and a subsequent 
Partition Track Command (see Section 11. 8. 2. 2.5) shall 
allow an additional Sector Pulse in the calculation of 
'the resulting overall byte count. 
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11. 8.1. 2. 7. 2 Load Sector Pulses Per Track Medium (Code 
5A He x) 

This command shall condition 
accept the Parameter Byte as 
byte Or the 24 bit number 
number Or Sector Pul ses. See 

the selected drive to 
the medium signiricant 

that represents the total 
Section 11.8.1.2.7. 

11. 8.1. 2. 7.3 Load Sector Pulses Per Track Low (Cmd. 
Code 59 Hex) 

This command shall condition the selected drive to 
accept the Parameter Byte as the least signiricant byte 
or the 24 bit number that represents the total number 
or Sector Pulses. See Section 11. 8.1. 2. 7. 

11. 8. 1. 2. 8 Load Read Permi t Command s 

These two commands shall condition the selected drive to 
accept the Parameter Bytes as a 16 bit cylinder address 
defining a programmable read permit area on th~ drive. 

The drive shall allow read operations 
cylinders with an address equal to 
cylinder address programmmed in the 
c or.:mand s. 

to occur only on 
or greater than the 
drive via these 

Issuing these commands while Read Gate is active is a 
violation Or protocol and shall set the Command ReJect Bit 
in Sense Byte 1 and the Attention Condition. 

If Read Gate is made active and the drive is positioned to 
a cylinder where reading is not permitted, the Read/Write 
Per~it Violation Bit in Sense Byte 1 and the Attention 
Condition shall be set. 

The drive shall be initialized with Read Permit Address 
equal to zero.· 

The sequence or these commands may be either way. Note 
that between the first and the second Load Read Permit 
Coremand there may exist an unwanted read permit boundary. 
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11. 8. 1. 2. 8. 1 Load Read Permi t Hi g h (Command Code 6B 
Hex) 

This command shall condition the selected drive to 
accept the Parameter Byte as the most significant byte 
or a 16 bit cylinder address defining a programmable 
read permit area on the drive. See Section 11. 8.1. 2.8. 

11.8.1. 2.8.2 Load Read Permit Low (Command Code 6C Hex) 

This command shall condition the selected drive to 
ac~ept the Parameter Byte as the least significant byte 
or a 16 bit cylinder address defining a programmable 
read permit area on the drive. See Section 11. 8.1. 2.8. 

11.8.1.2.9 Load Write Permit Commands 

These commands shall condition the selected drive to 
accept the Parameter Bytes as a 16 bit cylinder address 
defining a programmable write permit area on the drive. 

If Write Gate is made active and the drive is positioned 
to a cylinder where w~iting is not permitted, the 
Read/Write Permit Violation Bit in Sense Byte 1 and the 
Attention Condition shall be set. 

No write operation shall take place when this error 
occurs. 

Issuing these commands while Write Gate is active is a 
violation of protocol and shall set the Command ReJect Bit 
in Sense Byte 1 and the Attention Condition. 

The drive shall be initialized with the Write Permit 
Address equal to zero. 

If the heads a~e positioned to a cylinder where writing is 
not permitted, the 'Positioned Within Write Protected 
Area' Bit in the Sense Byte 2 shall be set. 

If these commands are issued during a Seek Command, the 
'Positioned Within Write Protected Area' Bit in Sense Byte 
2 shall reflect the cylinder address, which the drive had 
be-Pot'e the Seek. Upon completion of the Seek the new 
cylinder address is reflected in the 'Positioned Within 
Write Protected Area' Status Bit. 

The sequence of these commands may be either way.. Note 
that between the two Load Write Permit Commands there may 
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exist an unwanted write permit boundary. 

11. B. 1. 2. 9. 1 Load Wr i te Permi t Hi 9 h (Command Code 6D 
Hex> 

This command shall condition the selected drive to 
accept the Parameter Byte as the most significant byte 
of a 16 bit cylinder address defining a programmable 
write permit area on the drive. 

11. B. 1. 2. 9. 2 Load Wri te Permi t Low (Command Code 6E 
He'x) 

This command shall 
accept the Parameter 
of a 16 bit cylinder 
write permit area on 

condition the selected drive to 
Byte as the least significant byte 
address defining a programmable 
the drive. 

11. B. 1. 2. 10 Load Test By te (Command Cod e 6F He x) 

This command shall condition the selected 
the Parameter Byte as a special test byte 
returned to the host as the Parameter of 
Byte Command (see Section 11.8.2.2.9). 

drive to accept 
that shall be 
the Report Test 

This command pair allows the host to test the integrity of 
the data transfer over the Control Bus. 

The default value of the Test Byte shall be zero. 

11.S.2 Commands with Parameter In 

The commands defined in this section re,uire a Parameter Byte to 
be transferred to the host. These commands are summarized in 
Tab 1 e 4-4. 

II.B. 2.1 Mandatory Commands with Parameter In 

All Mandatory ,Commands are implemented in the "'ENNEDY ANSI. 
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11. 8. 2. 1. 1 Rep ort .. I 11 ega I Command" (Command Code 00 He x) 

This command shall force the Illegal Command Bit to be set 
in the General Status Byte (see Section 11. 8. 4.1). The 
General Status Byte, with the Illegal Command Bit equal to 
one, shall be returned to the host by the Parameter By te 
of the command sequence. 

This command shall set the Attention Condition. 

11. 8. 2.1. 2 Clear Fault (Command Code 01 Hex> 

This command shall cause rault status bits of the selected 
drive to be reset, provided the fault condition has 
passed, see Tables 4-8, 4-9, and 4-11. If the fault 
condition persists the appropriate status bit shall 
continue to be equal to one. The General Status Byte, 
cleared of previous fault status, shall be returned by the 
Parameter Byte Or the command sequence. 

The Clear Fault Command shall also reset the Attention 
Condition caused by the fault condition, again only if the 
fault condition no longer exists. 

11. 8. 2.1. 3 Clear Attention (Command Code 02 Hex) 

This command shall cause the Attention Condition to be 
reset in the selected drive. The General status Byte 
shall be returned by the Parameter Byte of the command 
sequence. 

If the error or other condition that caused the Attention 
Condition persists, the Attention Condition shall not be 
set again. If, however, the condition is reset and then 
the error reoccurs, the Attention Condition shall be set 
again. 

This command shall reset the Normal Complete Bit in the 
General Status and the Initial State Bit, the Ready 
Transition Bit and the Drive Attribute Table Modified Bit 
in Sense By te 2. 

11.'8.2.1.4 Seek (Command Code 03 Hex) 

This command shall cause the selected drive to seek to the 
cylinder identified as the target cylinder by the Load 
Cy Ii nder Ad dress Command s (see Sec t i on 5. 4. 1. 1. 3>' Th e 
General Status Byte shall be returned to the host by the 
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Parameter Byte of the command sequence. 

The General Status Byte, which is returned by the 
Parameter Byte of this command or by a Report General 
Status Command during the execution of the Seek $hall have 
the Busy Executing Bit set. 

The Seek Command shall set the Attention Condition and the 
Illegal Parameter Bit in the General Status Byte if the 
target cylinder addre~s is outside the cylinder address 
range of the drive. The KENNEDY models 6172, and 6173 
each have 614 cylinders. 

Upon completion of any seek (including a zero length seek) 
the drive shall set the Attention Condition. 

If the drive cannot complete the seek correctly or within 
200 milliseconds, a self-initiated rezero operation shall 
be p":eformed. This shall cause the Busy Signal to become 
active until the end of thisrezero cycle. The Seek Error 
Bit in Sense Byte 1 and the Attention Condition shall be 
set in this case. 

If the self-initiated rezero operation also fails, the Not 
Ready Bit in the General Status Byte shall be set. In 
this case a Rezero Command (see 11. 8.2.1. 5) only can be 
used to recover from this error condition. 

The Busy Signal shall not be 
unless the Seek Busy ~umper 
installed. 

set during this command, 
(see Section 11.4.7) is 

This command shall return the Offset Control to No Offset 
and the Read Control to Nominal Strobe timing. 

Any seek, including a zero length seek, if performed by a 
drive being in an Offset State, shall last approximately 
3.5 i:lilliseconds longer until completion. 

If Immediate Commands are issued to a drive which performs 
a seek operation, the seek times indicated in the section 
1 of this specification may be prolonged by the time 
needed to handle the handshake sequence of these commands. 

If Time Dependent Commands are issued during this command, 
orliT Read Gate or Write Gate are active when this command 
is issued, Dr if the Not Ready Bit in the General Status 
is set, the Command ReJect Bit in Sense By~e 1 and the 
Attention Condition shall be set. 
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11. 8.2.1. 5 Rezero (Command Code 04 Hex) 

This command shall cause the selected drive to position 
the heads over cylinder zero and reset Read Control to 
Nominal Strobe and Track Offset Control to No Offset. The 
General Status Byte shall be returned to the host by the 
Parameter Byte of the command sequence. 

This Command shall reset the Guard Band Error Bit and the 
Outer Stop Bit in Sense Byte 3. 

This command shall be used to recover from a Seek Error 
condition. when the self-initiated rezero operation had 
failed (i. e. when Not Ready was the consequence of a 
seek operation. see Section 11. 8.1. 2. 4). 

This command shall set the Busy Signal. 

Upon the completion of the positioning of the heads over 
cylinder zero the drive shall set the Attention Condition. 

The maximum time for a Rezero Command shall be 1700 
milliseconds. the nominal time is 500 milliseconds from 
cylinder 613 and 20 milliseconds from cylinder zero. 

If this command is issued when the Speed Error Bit in 
Sense Byte 1 is set or Write Gate is active, the Command 
Reject Bit in General Status and the Attention Condition 
shall be set. 

This command shall not reset the target cylinder and 
moving head address parameters. 

11. 8. 2.1. 6 Report Sense Byte 2 (Command Code OD Hex) 

This command shall cause the selected drive to return 
Sense Byte 2 by the Parameter Byte of the command 
sequence. No other action shall be taken in the drive. 

11. 8. 2.1. 7 Report Sense Byte 1 (Command Code OE Hex) 

This command shall cause the selected drive to return 
Sense Byte 1 by the Parameter Byte of the command 
sequence. No other action shall be taken in the drive. 
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11. 8.2.1. 8 Report General Status (Command Code OF Hex) 

This command shall cause the selected drive to return the 
General Status Byte by the Parameter Byte of the command 
sequence. This command shall not perrorm any other 
runction in the drive and acts as a "no-op" in order to 
allow the host to monitor the drive's General Status Byte 
without changing any drive condition. 

11.8.2.2 Optional Commands with Parameter In 

The foll~wing Optional Commands with Parameter 
implemented in the 6170 ANSI interface. 

In are 

Issuance or other Optional Commands ulith Parameter In shall 
set the Attention Condition and the Illegal Command Bit in 
the General Status Byte. 

11. 8. 2. 2.1 Report Drive Attribute (Command Code 10 Hex) 

This command shall cause the selected drive to return a 
byte or inrormation that is the Drive Attribute whose 
number was defined in the Load Attribute Number Command 
(see Section 11. 8.1. 2.1>. The contents Or the implemented 
Attributes is defined by Tables 4-5 and 4-7. 

11.8 2.2.2 Set Attention (Command Code 11 Hex) 

This command shall 
Attention Condition. 

cause the selected drive to set the 
No other action shall be caused. 

The General Status Byte shall be transferred to the host 
by the Parameter Byte Or the command sequence. 

11.8.2.2.3 Selective Reset (Command Code 14 Hex) 

This is a Time Dependent Command. 

This command shall cause the selected drive to reach 
Initial State (see Sec'bion 11. 7. 2.1>. 

All, resettable parameters, errors, and attentions shall be 
reset prior to the transrer or the General Status Byte, 
which is returned by the Parameter Byte of this command. 
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This command shall 
process of reaching 
deselected. 

set the Busy Signal. During the 
Initial State the drive shall become 

When the Initial State is reached, the Initial State Bit 
in Sense Byte 2 shall be set. This shall cause the 
Attention Condition to be set. 

The state of Spin Control shall not be affected by this 
com:r.and. 

If this command is issued while a Seek Command is 
performed the 'Command ReJect Bit in Sense Byte 1 and the 
Attention Condition shall be set. 

11. 8. 2.'2. 4 Seek to Outer Stop (Command Code 15 Hex) 

This command shall cause the selected drive to seek to the 
outer mechanical stop to allow locking of the positioner 
prior to shipping the drive or the system. which contains 
the drive. 

The General Status Byte shall be returned by the parameter 
portion of the command sequence. 

Upon positioning the heads at the outer stop, the 
shall set the Attention Condition, the Not Ready 
the General Status Byte and the Outer Stop Bit in 
Byte 3. 

drive 
Bit in 

Sense 

If the drive cannot successfully seek to the outer stop, 
it shall set the Seek Error Bit in Sense Byte 1 and the 
Attention Condition. 

A Rezero Command shall revert the drive 
operation, when this command was issued. 

The maximum time for this 
milliseconds. 

command shall 

to 

11.8.2.2.5 Partition Track (Command Code 16 Hex) 

normal 

be 1200 

This command shall cause the selected drive to reconfigure 
the arrangement of the Sector Pulse generation according 
to parameters received via the Load Bytes Per Sector 
Commands (see Section 11.8.1.2.6) and/or the Load Sector 
Pulses Per Track Commands (see Section 11. 8.1. 2. 7>' 
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If this command is issued while Reqd Gate or Write Gate 
are active or if Write Gate or Read Gate are made active 
while this command is executed, the Read/Write Violation 
Bit in the Sense Byte 1 and the Attention Condition shall 
be set. No write operation shall take place when this 
error oc curs. 

This command shall make the Busy Signal active. The 
maximum time for this command shall be 22 milliseconds. 

Upon completion of the 
Bytes Per Sector and 
shall. be updated to the 
Attribute Byte Number 
b e set, i fBi t 5 wa s 
Condition shall be set. 

execution of this command, the 
the Sectors Per Track Attributes 
new values. Bits 5 and 6 of the 
OE Hex shall be reset, Bit 4 shall 
set before. and the Attention 

The Sector Signal shall be invalid during the execution of 
th is command. 

The Illegal Parameter Bit in the General Status Byte and 
the Attention Condition shall be s~t, if the resulting 
overall number of bytes exceeds the total number of Bytes 
Per Track. 

For systems which require an additional Sector Pulse at 
the end of the last Sector, the following feature is 
provided: 

If the Parameter of the Load Sector Pulses Per Track High 
Command is 80 Hex. the check for validity of the track 
configuration parameter set allows an additional Sector 
Pu I se. An ad equate numb er of By tes Per Sec tor has to be 
chosen to allow this last Sector Pulse to occur prior to 
the Index Pulse. 

11.8.2.2.6 Report Cylinder Address Commands 

These two commands shall cause the selected drive to 
return a byte of information that is part of a 16 bit 
number that indicates the cylinder address of the current 
position of the moving heads. This number shall not 
reflect the most recent cylinder address set by the Load 
.cylinder Address Commands (see Section 11. 8.1. 1. 3) unless 
there has been an intervening Seek Command (see Section, 
11. 8. 2. 1. 4 >. 

If executed during a seek operation. the information 
returned shall be the cylinder address. which the drive 
had before the Seek Command. 
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The information shall be transferred by the Parameter Byte 
of the command se~uence. 

11.8.2.2.6.1 Report Cylinder Address High (Command 
Code 29 Hex> 

This command shall cause the selected drive to return a 
byte of information that is the most significant byte 
of a 16 bit number that indicates the cylinder address 
~f the current position of the moving heads. 

11.8.2.2.6.2 Report Cylinder Address Low (Command Code 
2A Hex) 

This command shall cause the selected drive to return a 
byte of information that is the least significant byte 
of a 16 bit number that indicates the cylinder address 
of the current position of the moving heads. 

11.8.2.2.7 Report Read Permit Commands 

These tw~ commands shall cause the selected drive to 
return a byte of information which is part of a 16 bit 
number that indicates the mInImum cylinder address 
accessible for read operations. This number is programmed 
by the Load Read Permit Commands (see Section 11.B. 1.2.8). 

The information shall be transferred by the Parameter Byte 
of the command se~uence. 

11.S. 2.2.7.1 Report Read Permit High (Command Code 2B 
Hex) 

This command shall return the most significant byte of 
the 16 bit read permit address. 

11.8.2.2.7.2 Report Read Permit Low (Command Code 2C 
Hex) 

This command shall return the least significant byte of 
'the 16 bit read permit address. 
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11.8.2.2.8 Repo~t Write Permit Commands 

These two commands shall cause the selected drive to 
return a byte of information that is part of a 16 bit 
numbe~ that indicates the minimum cylinder address 
accessible for write operations. This number is 
programmed by the Load W~ite Permit Commands (see Section 
11. 8. 1. 2. 9 >. 

Th~ info~mation shall be t~ansferred by the Pa~ameter Byte 
of the command sequence. 

11. 8. 2. 2. 8. 1 Report w~ i te Permi t Hi gh (Command Code 2D 
Hex) 

This command shall transfer the most significant byte 
oT the 16 bit write permit address. 

11.8.2.2.8.2 Report Write Permit Low (Command Code 2E 
Hex) 

This command shall transfer the least significant byte 
of the 16 bit write permit address. 

11.8.2.2.9 Report Test Byte (Command Code 2F Hex) 

This command shall cause the selected drive to return a 
copy of the Test Byte transferred to the d~ive via the 
Load Test Byte Command (see Sec t i on 11. 8. 1. 2. 10 >. 

If there was no previous Load Test Byte Command. the Test 
Byte shall be reported as ze~o. 

The Test Byte shall be t~ansferred by the Pa~ameter Byte 
Or the command sequence. 

11.8.2.3 KENNEDY Unique Commands 

As these functions are not contained in the ANSI-proposed 
repertoire, they are implemented as KENNEDY Unique Commands. 
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11. 8. 2. 3.1 Report Sense Byte 3 (Command Code 30 Hex) 

This command shall cause the selected drive to return 
Sense Byte 3 by the Parameter Byte of the command 
se~uence. No other action shall be taken in the drive. 
See Section 11.B. 4. 4 for the Sense Byte 3 Bits. 

11.8.2.3.2 Report Diagnostic Results <Command Code 31 Hex> 

This command shall cause the selected drive to return the 
Diagnostic Byte by the Parameter Byte of the command 
se~uence. No other action shall be taken in the drive. 

See Section 11.B. 4."5 for the Diagnostic Byte Bits. 

11.8.2.3.3 Report Sense Byte 4 (Command Code 32 Hex) 

This command shall cause the selected drive to return 
Sense Byte 4 by the Parameter Byte OT the handshake 
sequence. No other action shall be taken in the drive. 

Sense Byte 4 contains the actual Head Address as 
transTerred by the Select Moving Head Commands. 

11.8.2.3.4 Report Sense Byte 5 (Command Code 33 Hex) 

This command shall cause the selected drive to return 
Sense Byte 4 by the Parameter Byte of the handshake 
se~uence. No other action shall be taken in the drive. 

Sense Byte 5 allows reporting OT drive internal status. 
The bits are defined as Tollows: 
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Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 o 
+---+---+---+---+---+---+---+---+ 
I X I X I X I X I X I X I X I X I 
+---+---+---+---+---+---+---+---+ 

I 
I ,. , 

+-X=O Forward 
X=1 Reverse 

I. +---- X=O No Offset 
I X=l Offset 
I 
I 

+---------x=o Early 
X=l Late 

+-------------X=O No Read Control 
X=l Read Control 

+-----------------x=o Attention Enabled 
X=l Attention Disabled 

+---------------------x=o Write Control Dis. 
X=l Write Control En. 

+-------------------------x=O No Read Permit 
X=l Read Permit 

+-----------------------------x=O No Write Permit 
X=l Write Permit 
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Table 4-5 
Drive Attributes 

Attribute 
User ID 
Model ID High 
Model ID Low 
Revision ID 
Device Type ID 
Table Modification 
Table ID 
Bytes Per Track High 
Bytes. Per Track Medium 
Bytes Per Track Low 
Bytes Per Sector High 
Bytes Per Sector Medium 
Bytes Per Sector Low 
Sector Pulses Per Track High 

Sector Pulses Per Track Med 

Sector Pulses Per Track Low 

Sectoring Method 
Number of Cylinders High 
Number of Cylinders Low 
Number of Moving Heads 
5 

Number of Fixed Heads 
Select Head Implementation 
Encoding Method #1 
Preamble #1 Length 
Preamble #1 Pattern 
Sync tU Pattern 
Postamble #1 Length 
Postamble #1 Pattern 
Gap #1 Length 
Gap #1 Pattern 
Encoding Method #2 
Preamble #2 Length 
Preamble #2 Pattern 
Sync #2 Pattern 
Postamble #2 Length 
Postamble #2 Pattern 
Gap #2 Length 
Gap' #2 Pattern 

Number 
00 Hex 
01 Hex 
02 Hex 
03 Hex 
OD Hex 
OE Hex 
OF Hex 
10 Hex 
11 Hex 
12 Hex 
13 Hex 
14 Hex 
15 Hex 
16 Hex 

17 Hex 

18 Hex 

19 Hex 
20 Hex 
21 Hex 
22 Hex 

23 Hex 
24 Hex 
30 Hex 
31 Hex 
32 Hex 
33 Hex 
34 Hex 
35 Hex 
36 Hex 
37 Hex 
40 Hex 
41 Hex 
42 Hex 
43 Hex 
44 Hex 
45 Hex 
46 Hex 
47 Hex 

Parameter 
User defined 
See Section 5.4.3.2 
See Section 5.4.3.3 
See Section 5.4.3.4 
See Section 5.4.3.5 
See Section 5.4.3.6 
See Section 5.4.3.7 
MSB of # of Bytes 
MedSB of # of Bytes 
LSB of * of Bytes 
MSB of * of Bytes 
MedSB of * of Bytes 
LSB of * of Bytes 
MSB of * of Sect. 
Pulses 

MedSB of * Sect. 
Pulses 

LSB of # of Sect. 
Pulses 

Sectoring Method 
MSB of * of Cylinders 
LSB of * of Cylinders 
Number of Moving Head 

Number of Fixed Heads 
See Section 5.4.3.15 
Encoding Method 
Number of Bytes 
Preamble Pattern 
Sync Pattern 
Number of Bytes 
Postamble Pattern 
Number of Bytes 
Gap Pattern 
Encoding Method 
Number of Bytes 
Preamble Pattern 
Sync Pattern 
Number of Bytes 
Postamble Pattern 
Number of Bytes 
Gap Pattern 

All unused bits in the Attributes shall be zero (0). 

All Attributes except 00 Hexl OE Hexl 33 Hexl and 43 Hex 
shall be read only. 
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Table 4-6 
Sector Sizes Selectable by Juml2ers 

(This Table is valid flor Models 6172 and 6173) 

Sector 
Jumpers I # ofl 1# ofl Sect. I Bytes per I 

IS3 IS2 IS1 ISO ISectorsl Pulses Sector 
----+---+---+---+-------+----------+-------+----------

141 140 94 64+ 30 

* 85 84 156 128+ 28 

* 82 81 162 128+ 34 

* * 78 77 170 128+ 42 

* 76 75 174 128+ 46 

* * 47 46 282 256+ 26 

* * 46 45 290 256+ 34 

* * * 45 44 296 256+ 40 

'* 44 43 302 256+ 46 

* * 24 23 556 512+ 44 

* * 23 22 580 512+ 68 

* * * 12 11 1112 1024+ 88 

* * 6 5 2224 2048+176 

* * * 1 0 13344 Iflull track 

* Indicates Jumper installed 

- indicates Jumper missing 

The other combinations 0' Jumpers are reserved 'Dr future 
use. 

The numbers in this table are decimal. 

Note that in the reporting ofl the Jumpers in the Model ID 
High Attribute (see Section 11.8.3.2) a missing Jumper 
e qua 1 s to a .. ONE" - bit. 
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Table 4-7 
Drive Attributes ror Dirferent Models 

jValues in Hex) 

KENNEDY 6170 Model 
Attrib. 
~N~o~.~H~e~x~ __ ~A~t~t~r~i~b~u~t~e~ __________________ ~6~1~7.~1 __ ~6~2g 
00 User ID 00* 00* 
01 Model ID High X X 
02 Model ID Low 00 01 
03 Revision 10 XX XX 
00 Device Type 01 01 
OE Table Modification 40* 40* 
OF Table ID 01 01 
10 Bytes Per Track High 00 00 
11 Bytes Per Track Medium 34 34 
12 Bytes Per Track Low 20 20 
13 Bytes Per Sector High ** ** 
14 Bytes Per Sector Medium ** ** 
15 Bytes Per Sector Low ** ** 
16 Sectors Per Track High ** ** 
17 Sectors Per Track Medium ** ** 
18 Sectors Per Track Low ** ** 
19 Sectoring Method 01 01 
20 Number Or Cylinders High 02 02 
21 Number Or Cylinders Low 66 66 
22 Number Or Moving Heads 01 03 
23 Number of Fixed Heads 00 00 
24 Select Head Implementation 02 02 
30 Encoding Method #1 00 00 
31 Preamble #1 Length 08 08 
32 Preamble #1 Pattern 00 00 
33 Sync #1 Pattern 00* 00* 
34 Postamble #1 Length 00 00 
35 Postamb 1 e #1 Pattern 00 ' 00 
36 Gap #1 Length 01 01 
37 Gap #1 Pattern 00 00 
40 Encoding Method #2 00 00 
41 Preamble #2 Length 08 08 
42 Preamble #2 Pattern 00 00 
43 Sync #2 Pattern 00* 00* 
44 Postamble #2 Length 00 00 
45 Postamble #2 Pattern 00 00 
46 Gap #2 Length 01 01 

6173 
00* 

X 
02 
XX 
01 
40* 
01 
00 
34 
20 
** 
** 

** 
** 
** 
** 
01 
02 
66 
05 
00 
02 
00 
08 
00 
00* 
00 
00 
01 
00 
00 
08 
00 
00* 
00 
00 
01 

* 'These Attributes can be changed by the host via Load 
Drive Attribute Commands. The values given are for the 
Initial State. 
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** These values are set according to Table 4-6 upon 
reaching Initial State and may be changed by the host 
via the Load Bytes Per Sector and the Load Sectors Per 
Track Commands, followed by a Partition Track Command. 

X Depending on Jumper setting. See Section 11. 8. 3. 2. 

XX Binary number of revision level. 

11.8.3 Drive Attribute Commands 

These optio~al commands allow the host to manage the drive's 
mass memory configuration. The host can interrogate each drive 
on the daisy chain bus to determine each drive's attributes. 
The host may then modify attributes of the drives to optimize 
parameters of the subsystem. Device type, model IDs. etc. are 
also provided. 

The Drive Attribute Commands.are: 

Load Attri.bute Number, Load Drive Attribute, and Report Drive 
Attribute. 

They are lused to load and/or report drive attributes. but do not 
cause any operation that affects the characteristics of the 
drive. All Drive Attribute Commands are optional. 

The Parameter Byte transferred with the 
Command is used as a number to select 
number remains valid for all subsequent 
Attribute Commands until changed by 
Command. 

Load Attribute Number 
a Drive Attribute. This 
Load and Report Drive 
another Load Attribute 

If for a received number no attribute is assigned or the 
function is not implemented in the 6170 ANSI interface, the 
Attention Condition and the Illegal Command Bit in the General 
Status Byte shall be set. 

The Load Drive Att~ibute Command shall set the selected 
attribute to the value transfered with the Parameter Byte. IT 
the selected attribute can be read only and not be altered, the 
Attention Condition and the Illegal Command Bit in the General 
Status Byte shall be set. 

The Repo~t Attribute Command shall cause· the selected drive to 
return the current value of the selected attribute. This 
command shall work for all implemented attributes (see Table 
4-5>' 



KEhlNEDY C :::.OM~P:....:A,"",N,-,-Y ____ ...::S=E::.:.R.uI:..::E~S::......::6::..::1~7..::0:-..:....P.:..!R-=O~D.=.U.=.C..:..T-=SP:....:E=-C~I F_;I~C::..!A..:..T:...:I~O::.:.N;:..' ____ _ PAGE 187 

11. 8. 3. 1 User ID (Numb er 00 He x) 

This attribute is a user writeable and readable byte that can 
be used for any purpose. It is intended to be used to 
identify the characteristics of the drive. 

The User ID shall be initialized to zero. 

11.8.3.2 Model ID High (Number 01 Hex) 

This attribute is a read only byte that the drive shall set 
to a value to identify the Jumper selection of a particular 
dT'ive. 

The value of this attribute is defined as below. 

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 o 
+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 

X X 0 0 I S3 : S2 : Sl I SO 
+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 

+-----+-----+-----+ 
Sector Size 
See Table 5.4-4 
S=O: Jumper Present 
S=l: Jumper Missing 

+-X = 1 Spin Command Disabled 
X = 0 Spin Command Enabled (Jumper present) 

+-------X = 0 Busy on Seek Command (Jumper present) 
X = 1 Not Busy on Seek Command 

11.8.3.3 Model ID Low (Number 02 Hex) 

This attribute is a read only byte that KENNEDY shall set to 
a valu2 to identify a particular drive model depending on the 
Nodel Select Jumpers. See Table 4-7 for the values. Note 
that a "ONEil-bit equals a missing Jumper. 

Other values are reserved for future use. 
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11.8.3.4 Revision ID <Number 03 Hex) 

This attribute is a read only byte that KENNEDY shall set to 
a value to identify the revision level of the drive. 

11.8.3.5 Device Type ID (Number 00 Hex) 

This attribute is a read only byte that identifies the drive 
as defined below: 

01 Hex = Non-removable disk 

11.8.3.6 Table Modification (Number OE Hex) 

The purpose of this byte is to permit an orderly modification 
of the Attribute Table (see Table 4-5). especially in a 
multi-host environment. 

During the Initial State generation the drive initializes the 
Attribute Table. When the table is initialized by the drive 
bit 7 is res~t and bit 6 is set. A host may at its option 
modify any of the writeable attributes and if it does the 
drive must reset bit 6. 

After all bytes have been modified the host sets bit 5 to 
indicate that the first modification process is complete. 

When any subsequent byte, except number OE Hex. is modified, 
bit 5 is reset and bit 4 is set. After the host has modified 
the byte(s) it must execute a Load Drive Attribute Command 
with number OE Hex selected. This command shall set bit 5. 
When either bit 7 or bit 4 is equal to one or no bit is set. 
the Attribute Table is partially modified and is not safe to 
use. Bit 5 is set to establish that the table values have 
been modified and are safe to use. As long as bit 6 remains 
set the table contains the initial values set by the drive. 

This attribute is defined as follows: 

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 o 
+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 

o o o o 
+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+ 
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Bit 7 = One: The Attribute Table is being modi~ied by the 
drive. This bit is set by the drive and is reset 
by the drive upon completion of the modification 
process (this is for reference only; during the 
Initialization Se~uence the KENNEDY ANSI has the 
Busy Signal set). 

Bit 6 = One: The drive attribute values have not been 
modified. This bit is set by the drive upon 
attaining the Initial State and is reset when 
any Load Attribute Command (except to number. 
OE Hex) or the Partition Track Command is 
executed. 

Bit 5 = One: This bit, which is set by a Load Attribute 
Command to Number OE Hex, is used to signify 
that the Attribute Table is complete and ready 
for use. This bit is reset on any load Drive 
Attribute Command except to number OE Hex. This 
bit can be set only by executing a Load 
Attribute Command to number OE Hex. 

Bit 4 = One: This bit is set by the drive after a Load Drive 
Attribute Command or a Partition Track Command 
is executed after bit 5 was e~ual to one. This 
bit can only be reset by executing a Load Drive 
Attribute Command to number OE Hex. The setting 
o~ this bit causes Bit 5 of Sense Byte 2 
(Attribute Table Modified) and the Attention 
Condition to be set. 

Bits 0,1,2. and 3 shall be zero. 

11.B. 3. 7 Table 10 (Number OF Hex) 

This read only attribute defines the meaning of Attributes 
with Numbers 10 - FF Hex. 

This attribute has always a value of 01 Hex, thus indicating 
that the values of Table 4-7 are valid and according to the 
ANSI standard. 

11.B. 3. B Bytes Per Track 

The three read only 'Bytes Per Track" attributes define a 24 
bit number that represents the total number·of unformatted 
bytes that occur between consecutive active going edges of 
Index Pulses. The KENNEDY models 6172, and 6173 have 13,344 
Bytes Per Track. See Table 4-7 for the Hex values. 
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11.8.3.8.1 Bytes Per Track High (Number 10 Hex) 

This attribute is the most signi~icant byte of the Bytes 
Per Track Attributes. 

11.8.3.8.2 Bytes Per Track Medium (Number 11 Hex> 

This attribute is the medium significant byte of the Bytes 
Per Track Attributes. 

11.8.0.8.3 Bytes Per Track Low (Number 12 Hex> 

This attribute is the least significant byte of the Bytes 
Per Track Attributes. 

11.8.3.9 Bytes Per Sector 

The three read only 'Bytes Per Sector' attributes define 
bit number that represents the total number of bytes 
occur between active going edges o~ Sector Pulses, 
between the active going edge of the Index Pulse and 
active going edge of the first Sector Pulse. 

a 24 
that 
and 
the 

The three attribute bytes shall be initialized to th~ values 
as defined by the settin~ of the Sector Size Select Jumpers 
(see Table 4-6). 

These attributes may be changed by a host using the Load 
Bytes Per Sector Commands (see Section 11.8.1.2.6) and a 
subsequent Partition Track Command (see Section 11.8.2.2.5). 

11.8.3.9.1 Bytes Per Sector High (Number 13 Hex) 

This attribute is the most significant byte of the Bytes 
Per Sector Attributes. 

11.8.3.9.2 Bytes Per Sector Medium <Number 14 Hex) 

This attribute is the medium significant byte of the Bytes 
Per Sector Attributes. 
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11.8.3.9.3 Bytes Per Sector Low (Number 15 Hex> 

This attribute is the least significant byte of the Bytes 
Per Sector Attributes. 

11. 8. 3.10 Sector Pulses Per Track 

The three read only 'Sector Pulses Per Track' attributes 
define a 24 bit number that indicates the number of Sector 
Pulses between but excluding Index Pulses generated by the 
drive per revolution. 

The three attribute bytes shall be initialized to the values 
as defined by the setting of the Sector Size Select Jumpers 
(see Table 4-6). 

These attributes may be changed by a host using the Load 
Sector Pulses Per Track Commands (see Section 11. 8.1. 2. 7) and 
a subsequent Partition Track Command (see Section 
11.8.2.2.5>. 

11.8.3.10.1 Sector Pulses Per Track High (Number 16 Hex) 

This attribute defines the,most significant byte of the 
Sector Pulses Per Track Attributes. 

11.8.3.10.2 Sector Pulses Per Track Medium (Address 17 
He)' ) 

This attribute defines the medium significant byte of the 
Sector Pulses Per Track Attributes. 

11. 8. 3. 10. 3 Sector Pu 1 ses Per Trac k Low (Numb er 18 He x) 

This attribute defines the least significant byte of the 
Sector Pulses Per Track Attributes. 

11.S.3 11 Sectoring Method (Number 19 Hex) 

This read only attribute defines the sectoring method used in 
th e d"r' i ve. 

The value of 01 Hex indicates that hard sectoring is used. 
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11. 8. 3.12 Number of Cylinders 

The two read onl~ 'Number of Cylinder' attributes define a 16 
bit number that represents the number of cylinders 
implemented in the drive. This number is one greater than 
the maximum allowable cylinder address that can be addressed. 
The KEN~EDY models 6172 and 6173 have 614 cylinders. See 
Table 4-7 for the Hex values. 

11.8.3.12.1 Number of Cylinders High (Number 20 Hex> 

This attribute is the most significant byte of the Number 
of Cyiinder Attributes. 

11. 8. 3.12.2 Number of Cylinders Low (Number 21 Hex) 

This attribute is the least significant b~te of the Number 
of Cylinder Attributes. 

11. 8. 3. 13 Number of Moving Heads (Number 22 Hex) 

This read only attribute represents the number of moving 
heads implemented in the drive. This number is one greater 
than the maximum allowable head address that can be 
ad dressed. 

The value of this attribute 
determined by the Model 
the values. 

depends on 
Select .Jumpers. 

the model and is 
See Table 4-7 for 

11. 8. 3.14 Number of Fixed Heads (Number 23 Hex> 

This read only attribute represents the number of fixed heads 
imple~ented in the drive. The KENNEDY 6170 has no fixed 
heads, this attribute has always a value of zero. 

11. 8. 3.15 Select Head Implementation <Number 24 Hex) 

This read only attribute indicates which of the two Select 
Moving Head Commands (Command Code 44 Hex and 45 Hex) are 
accepted by the drive. 

The value of 02 Hex indicates that both Command Codes are 
accepted. 
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11.8.3.16 Header Encoding Method #1 (Number 30 Hex) 

See Section 6 for the assignment of the format elements. 

This read only attribute represents the header encoding 
method used for all fields labeled "#1". The value of zero 
indicates that Modified Frequency Modulation (MFM) is used. 

11.8.3.17 Preamble #1 Length (NumbeT' 31 Hex) 

This read only 
header preamble 
eight (08 Hex) 
by the drive. 

attribute represents the minimum number of 
bytes required by the drive. The value of 

indicates that at least 8 bytes are required 

11. 8. 3.18 Preamble #1 Pattern (Number 32 Hex) 

This read only attribute represents the 
recorded in the header preamble bytes. 
required to be all zeroes. 

pattern to 
The pattern 

11.8.3.19 Synchronization #1 Pattern (Number 33 Hex) 

be 
is 

This writeable and readable attribute represents the pattern 
to be recorded in a one byte synchronization field following 
the preamble. The pattern shall be recorded starting with 
the most significant bit. 

The drive requires no specific pattern, SO the initial value 
of this attribute shall be zero. 

11.8.3.20 Postamble #1 Length (Number 34 Hex) 

This read only attribute represents the minimum number of 
postamble bytes required by the drive. The value is zero and 
indicates that no postamble is required by the drive. 

11.8.3.21 Postamble #1 Pattern (Number 35 Hex) 

This read only attribute represents the pattern to be 
record~d in the postamble bytes. The value of zero indicates 
that the drive does not require a specific postamble pattern. 
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11.8.3.22 Gap #1 Length (Number 36 Hex) 

Thii read only attribute represents the minimum number of 
bytes in the hea'der gap (splice area) between postamble and 
the next preamble. The value of one (01 Hex> indicates that 
one byte is required by the drive. 

11.8.3.23 Gap #1 Pattern (Number 37 Hex> 

This read only attribute represents the pattern to be 
recorded in the gap bytes. The value of zero indicates that 
no specific pattern is required by the drive. 

11.8.3.24 Data Encoding M~thod #2 (Number 40 Hex) 

This read only attribute represents the data encoding method 
used in all fields labeled "#2". The value of zero indicates 
that Modified Frequency Modulation (MFM) is used. 

11.8.3.25 Preamble #2 Length <Number 41 Hex) 

This read only attribute represents the minimum number of 
preamble bytes required by the drive. The value of eight (08 
Hex) indicates that at least eight bytes are required. 

11.8.3.26 Preamble #2 Pattern (Number 42 Hex> 

This read only attribute represents the pattern to be 
recorded in the preamble bytes. The value of zero indicates 
that an all zeroes pattern is required. 

11.8.3.27 Synchronization #2 Pattern <Number 43 Hex) 
I 

This writeable and readable attribute represents the pattern 
to be recorded i~ a one byte synchronization field following 
the preamble. The pattern shall be recorded starting with 
the ~ost significant bit. The initial value of zero 
indicates that no specific pattern is required by the drive. 
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11.8.3.28 Postamble #2 Length (Number 44 Hex> 

This read only attribute represents 
postamble bits required by the drive. 
indicates that no postamble is required. 

the minimum number Or 
The value Or zero 

11.8.3.29 Postamble #2 Pattern (Number 45 Hex) 

This read only attribute represents the pattern to be 
recorded in the postamble bytes. The value Or zero indicates 
that no specific pattern is required by the drive. 

11.8.3.30 Gap #2 Length (Number 46 Hex) 

This read only attribute represents the minimum number Or 
bytes in the gap (splice area) between postamble and the next 
preamble. The value of one (01 Hex) indicates that one byte 
is required by the drive. 

11.8.3.31 Gap #2 Pattern (Number 47 Hex) 

This read only attribute represents the pattern to be 
recorded in the gap bytes. The value of zero indicates that 
no specific pattern is required by the drive. 

Bit # 
0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

* 

** 

Table 4-8 
General Status Byte 

. Meaning Mandatory/Optional 
Not Ready ** 
Centrol Bus Error * 
Illegal Command * 
Illegal Parameter * 
Sense Byte 1 
Sense Byte 2 
Busy Executing 
Normal Complete * 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 

Method of Clear~ 
Self Clearing 
Clear Fault Command 
Clear Fault Command 
Clear Fault Command 
See Sense Byte 1 
See Sense Byte 2 
Self Clearin9 
Clear Attention Command 

A zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

The zero to one transition and the one to zero 
transition of this bit shall set the Attention 
Condition. 



uK:::.EN:..;!.t:.;:,:-iE:,:-O::;,.'r,:..' ...... ct:..lO:a.M..:.:.P-=-A.:.:.N.:...:Y'--_-=st.:::E:.!.lR~I_=E~S~6..::.1 "'-7~0 ...... PwR~O~D!:::.iU!:::.iC~T~S:a.P~E~C~Iw..F_.:lI:..l:C:.:;;Aw.T...:!:I~O:.:.;!N"__. ____ P,AGE 1 96 

Bit # 
o 
1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 

* 

** 

Table 4-9 
pense Byte 1 

Meaning Mandatory/Optional 
Seek Error * 
Read/Write Fault * 
Power Fault * 
Read/Write Permit 
Violation * 

Speed Error * 
Command ReJect * 
Other Err. /Sense Byte 
D~agnostic Errors *** 

M 
M 
o 

o 
o 
M 

3**** 0 
o 

Method of Clearin~ 
Clear Fault Cmd. ** 
Clear Fault Command 
Clear Fault Command 

Clear Fault Command 
Clear Fault Command 
Clear Fault Command 
Clear Fault Command 
See Diagnostic Byte 

A zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

If this bit was set during a rezero operation, a 
Rezero Command shall reset the error condition. 

This is a KENNEDY Unique Status Bit. 

See Sense Byte 3. 

Table 4-10 
Sense Byte 2 

Bit # Meaning· Mandatory/Ootional Method of Clearin~ 
o Initial state * 
1 Ready Transition * 
2 Unused 
3 Unused 
4 Unused 
5 Drive Attribute 

6 

7 

Table Modified * 
Positioned Within 
Protected Area 

Unused 

M Clear Attention Command 
M Clear Attention Command 

o Clear Attention Command 
Write 

M Self Clearing 

Note: The unused bits shall be reported as zero. 

* A zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 
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Bit # 
0 
1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

* 

** 

Bit # 
0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

* 

SERIES 6170 PRODUCT SPECIFICATION PAGE 121. 

Table 4-11 
Sense Byte 3 (KENNEDY Unique) 

M~e~a~n~i~n~g~ ______________________________ ~M~e_~t~h~o~d~o~ Clearin~ 
Spin Error * Clear Fault Command 
PLO Error or Write Gate and 

Not Fine Track ** * 
Guard Band Error * 
Positioner at Outer Stop * ** 
Parking Lock Engaged * 
Reserved for future use 
Reserved for future use 
Reserved for future use 

Clear Fault Command 
Rezero Command 
Rezero Command 
Self Clearing 

A zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

This error shall also set the Not Ready Bit in the 
General Status Byte. 

Table 4-12 
Diaqn~stic Results Byte (KENNEDY Uniguet 

Meaning Method of~learin~ 
RAM Error * PROM No. 1 Error * PRO",t No. 2 Error * Reserved for future use 
Reserved for future use 
Reserved for future use 
Reserved for future use 
Reserved for future use 

These error bits cannot be cleared. They also cause the 
Not Ready Bit in General Status to be set. 
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Table 4-13 
Command Busy/Not Ready Relationships 

Function Busy Signal Not Ready Busy Executing 
______________________________ -=s~t~aut~u~s~, ____ ~S~t~a~t~u~~s ____ ~Status 
No Power N/A N/A N/A 

Idle Condition 

Spinning Up * 

Spinning Down* 

Rezeroing * 

Seeking * 

Offsetting * 

Power Fault ** 

Error Conditions as 
Speed Error, Guard 
Band Error,PLO Error 

Seek Error on Rezero 
Operation 

Power Up Sequence 
and Diag. *** 

R/'-J Operation 

Partition T~ack *' 
Seek to Outer Stop * 

o 

1 

1 

1 

o **** 

1 

o 

o 

o 

1 

o 

1 

1 

o 

(1) 

1 

o 

o 

o 

1 

1 

1 

(1) 

o 

o 

1 

* Indicates Time Dependent Operation 

o 

(1) 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

o 

o 

o 

o 

(1) 

(1) 

** Status is indicated for non-catastrophic power fault. 
Catastrophic power failure results in undefined state 
Or the signals. 

*** Including the Selective Reset Command. 

**** \ If the Seek Busy Jumper (see Section 11. 4. 7) is 
installed, the Busy Signal shall be set during the 
See k Command. 

() Indicates that the status is not accessible because 
the Busy Signal is set. 
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11.8.4 Fault Reporting 

11. 8. 4. 1 General Status Byte 

See Table 4-8. 

11. B. 4.1. 1 Bit 0 - Not Ready 

A light emitting diode on the ANSI board indicates the 
Ready State (if lighted) at all times, regardless of the 
selection status. 

The Not Ready Bit shall be set if the drive is unable to 
perform a Seek or Offset Command or a read/write 
operation. Th& drive shall accept a Rezero Command, if no 
Speed Error exists and the internal diagnostics have been 
performed successfully. 

The Not Ready conditions are: 

Internal diagnostics during power up failed. 

Spindle speed not within tolerance 

Seek Error, when a rezero operation (either a Rezero 
Command or a self-initiated rezero operation) failed 

Power Fault 

Power Up sequence and internal diagnostics performing 

The 'first seek' after spinning up could not be 
ath ieved .. 

A Seek to Outer stop Command has been performed. 

One of the following errors 
Guard Band Error, Write Gate 
simultaneously. PLO Error or 
Trac: k. 

has been detected: 
and Read Gate active 
Write and not Fine 

Index, Sector. and Read/Reference Clock are invalid when 
the drive is not ready. 
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The Not Ready Bit shall be reset by a Clear Fault Command 
if the reason for Not Ready no longer exists. 

The Not Ready Bit shall be cleared by a Rezero Command, if 
the condition was caused by one of therollowing events: 

Failing Rezero operation, See' to Outer Stop Command, or 
Guard Band Error. 

The ready to not ready and not ready to ready transition 
shall set the Ready Transition Bit in Sense Byte 2 and the 
Attention Condition. 

See Table 4-13 for the Busy/Not Ready relationship. 

11.8.4.1.2 Bit 1 - Control Bus Error 

This bit shall be set if the drive detects a protocol or 
Control Bus Parity error during the transfer of a command 
or parameter such as: 

- Control Bus Parity error (if enabled by the Control Bus 
Parity Checking Jumper) 

- Command Request active and Bus Direction Out inactive 

- The level of the Bus Direction Out Signal for the 
transfer of the Parameter Byte does not comply with 
Bit 6 of the Command Code (see Section 5.3.1. 2.1). 

- Two consecutive Parameter Cycles 

- Time out condition on a handshake sequence 

- Command Request and Parameter Request active 
simultaneously. 

The drive shall not act upon the command transferred 
during a Command/Parameter cycle resulting in a Control 
Bus Error. If the Bus Direction Out Signal is inactive 
for the second byte and a Control Bus Error has been 
detected, the drive shall return the General Status Byte. 

The Control Bus Error Bit shall be reset by the Clear 
Fault Command. 

The detection of a Control Bus Error shall set the 
Attention Condtion. 
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11. 8. 4.1. 3 Bit 2 - Illegal Command 

This bit shall be set if the drive detects an illegal 
command such as: 

The command received is not implemented in the drive or 
not allowed by the configuration (e. g. Spin Command 
issued when the Jumper for enabling the Spin Command 
is not installed). 

The drive detected a parity error in the Command Byte 
which shall also set the Control Bus Error Bit. The 
checking of Control Bus Parity can be enabled or 
disabled by the Control Bus Parity Checking Jumper 
(see Section 11. 4. 3>' 

An attempt is made to write a read only attribute in 
the Attribute Table. 

An illegal Attribute Number has been selected. 

This bit shall be set when a 
Command is received. 

'Report Illegal Command' 

The Illegal Command Bit shall be reset by the Clear Fault 
Command. 

This error shall set the Attention Condition. 

11. 8. 4.1. 4 Bit 3 - Illegal Parameter 

This bit shall be set if the drive detects an illegal 
parameter or part of a parameter such as: 

The parameter is an address and exceeds the valid 
range (e. g. illegal head address). 

Any other illegal parameter value. 

The drive detected a parity error in the Parameter 
Byte which shall also set the Control Bus Error 
Bit. The checking of Control Bus Parity can be 
enabled or disabled by the Control Bus Parity 
Checking Jumper (see Section 11.4.3>. 

The Illegal Parameter Bit shall be reset by the Clear 
Fault command. 

This error shall set the Attention Condition. 
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11. 8. 4.1. 5 Bit 4 - Sense Byte 1 

This bit shall be generated by an "OR" function of all 
bits in the Sense By te 1 status byte. Th e Sense By te 1 
Bit shall be reset if all bits of the Sense Byte 1 are 
zero. 

11.8.4.1.6 Bit 5 - Sense Byte 2 

This bit shall be generated by an "OR" function of all 
bits in the Sense Byte 2 status byte. The Sense Byte 2 
Bit s~all be reset if all bits of the Sense Byte 2 are 
zero. 

11. 8. 4.1. 7 Bit 6 - Busy Executing 

This bit shall be set during the execution of a Seek 
Com.~and. if the Seek Busy Jumper (see Section 11. 4. 7) is 
not i nst:all ed. All oth er Time Dep end ent Command s "ave th e 
Busy Signal active during their execution. so that no 
status transfer is possible during their execution. 

Note: This status bit is different from the Busy Signal 
(see Section 11.7.2.7). 

11.8.4. 1.B Bit 7 - Normal Complete 

This bit shall be set if the drive 
c omp 1 eted a Time Dep end ent Command. See 
4-4. 

has successfully 
Tables 4-3 and 

The Normal Complete Bit shall be reset by the Clear 
Attention Command. 

The zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

11.B. 4.2 Sense Byte 1 

Bee Table 4-9. 
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11. 8. 4. 2.1 Bit 0 - Seek Error 

The Seek Error Bit shall 
command (Seek, Rezero, Seek 
completed successfully. 

be 
to 

set if a head positioning 
Outer Stop) cannot be 

This Bit shall also 
operation included in 
completed successfully. 

be set if 
the Initial 

the automatic rezero 
Sequence cannot be 

The time out 
milliseconds 
Command. 

condition for 
and is 1700 

a See k Command 
milliseconds for 

is 200 
a Rezero 

If a Seek Error is detected in a seek operation, an 
automatic rezero operation is initiated in the drive. 
Thus the heads are positioned on cylinder zero when a Seek 
Error is reported. During the rezero portion of this 
sequence the drive shall set the Busy Signal. The 
Att~ntion Condition shall not be generated until the end 
of the rezero portion. 

A Clear Fault Command or a Rezero Command shall reset this 
bit, if the aLltomatic rezero operation was successful. 

A Rezero Command shall reset this bit, if the error 
condition occurred during a Rezero Command or an automatic 
rezero operation, in which case the Not Ready Bit in the 
General Status was also set. 

A zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

11.8,4.2.2 Bit 1 - Read/Write Fault 

This bit shall be set if the drive is not able to execute 
a read function or a write function or detects a fault 
during the reading or writing. Two kinds of faults are 
distinguished: 
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a) Bit 1 and Bit 5 shall be set if the execution of a 
l..iil·ite function requested by making Write Gate 
active is prevented by one of the Following 
conditions: 

Write Gate active and writing disabled by a Write 
Control Command (see Section 11. 8.1. 1. 2>' 

Write Gate 
11. 8. 1. 2. 4 >. 

active and Offset (see Section 

b) Bit 1 only shall be set if the drive detects a 
fault in its read/write section such as: 

Simultaneous selection of more than one head. 

Write Gate active but no write current. 

Write Gate and Read Gate active simultaneously 

The Read/Write Fault Bit shall be reset by the Clear Fault 
COMmand. 

A zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

11.8.4.2.3 Bit 2 - Power Fault 

This bit shall be set if the drive detects a failure such 
as overvoltage or undervoltage in one of its supply 
voltages. 

This bit shall be reset by the Clear Fault Command if the 
power failure no longer exists and is non-catastrophic. 

A zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

11.8.4.2.4 Bit 3 - Read/Write Permit Violation 

This bit shall be set if writing to the currently accessed 
track is not permitted (see Section 11. 8.1. 2.9) and Write 
Ga~e is active. No write operation shall take place if 
this error occurs. 
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This bit shall be set if reading the currently accessed 
track is not permitted (see Section 11. 8.1. 2. 8) and Read 
Gate is active. The Read Data Lines shall be held static 
if this error occurs. 

This bit shall be set if the Busy Executing Bit in the 
General Status Byte is set and Write Gate or Read Gate are 
active. 

This bit shall be reset by the Clear Fault Command. 

The zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

11.8.4.2.5 Bit 4 - Speed Error 

This bit shall be set if the drive detects that the 
spindle speed is not within the specified tolerances (see 
the first part of this document). 

This bit shall be reset by the Clear Fault Command if the 
spindle speed is within the specified tolerance. 

The zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

11.8.4.2.6 Bit 5 - Command ReJect 

This bit shall be set if the drive received a command 
which it cannot execute at this time because of some 
interlocking condition or command sequence error. 

This status bit may be set 
status bit that defines 
rejected. 

in 
the 

combination with another 
reason why the command was 
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The drive is Not Ready and has received a 
command that cannot be executed (such as, Seek 
when the disk is not rotating). 

A Time Dependent Command is received when a 
seek operation is in progress. 

- A Write Control Command is received during a 
write operation. 

A Load Write Permit Command is received during 
a write operation. 

A Load Read Permit Command is received during a 
'read operation. 

The Command Reject Bit shall be reset by the Clear Fault 
Command. 

The zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

11.8.4.2.7 Bit 6 - Other Errors/Sense Byte 3 

This bit is KENNEDY unique. 

This bit shall be generated by an "OR" function of all 
bits in the Sense Byte 3 status byte. The Sense Byte 3 
Bit shall be reset when all bits of the Sense Byte 3 are 
zero. 

11.8.4.2.8 Bit 7 - Diagnostic Byte 

This bit is KENNEDY unique. 

This bit shall be generated by an "OR" function of all 
bits in the Diagnostic Byte status byte. The Diagnostic 
Byte Bit shall be reset when all bits of the Diagnostic 
Byte are zero. 

11.8.4.3 Sense Byte 2 

Sl'f~ TablEl 4-10. 
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11. 8.4,3.1 Bit 0 - Initial State 

This bit shall be set if an initialize procedure has been 
ent'ered and the procedllre has been completed. The Initial 
State Bit shall be reset by a Clear Attention Command. 

The zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attenti on Condition. 

11.8.4.3.2 Bit 1 - Ready Transition 

This.bit shall be set if a one to zero or zero to one 
transition has occurred on the Not Ready Bit (see Section 
11. 8. 4.1. 1>. The Ready Transition Bit shall be reset by a 
Clear Attention Command. 

The zero to one tran·sition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

11.8.4.3.3 Bit 5 - Drive Attribute Table Modified 

This bit shall be set if Bit 4 of the Table Modification 
Attribute Number OE Hex (see Section 11,8.3.6) transitions 
to a one. This bit shall be reset by a Clear Attention 
Conrnand. 

The zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

11,8.4.3.4 Bit 6 - Positioned Within Write Protected Area 

This bit shall be set by the drive whenever Write Control 
(see Section 11. 8.1. 1. 2) has placed the drive in the write 
disable state. 

This bit shall be set if the external write protect switch 
(see Section 11. 5) is set to write p'rotect and a 
subsequent Seek, Rezer"o, Read Permit, Write Permit or 
Selective Reset Command has been performed. Note that the 
write protection by this switch is enabled immediately. 

This bit shall be set by the drive whenever the heads are 
positioned within an area that has been dePined as write 
protected by a Load Write Permit Command (see Section 
11.8.1.2.9) and the drive is write enabled, 
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This bit shall be reset if the ~eads are positioned 
outside the write protected area and writing is enabled by 
a Write Control Command. 

11.8.4.3.5 Bits 2, 3, 4, and 7 

13i ts 2, 
zero. 

and 4 are reserved and shall be reported as 

11.8.4.4 Sense Byte 3 

This Sense Byte is a KENNEDY 
additional errors which are 
Sense Byte 2. 

unique feature. It reports 
not covered by Sense Byte 1 or 

To transfer this byte the Report Sense Byte 3 Command (see 
Sec ti on 11. 8. 2. 3. 1) sha 11 be used. 

11. 8. 4. 4.1 Bit 0 - Spin Error 

This bit shall be set if during a spin up operation the 
disks do not come up to speed within 15 seconds. 

This bit shall be set if during a spin down operation the 
disks do not slow down after 15 seconds. 

The zero to one transition of this bit shall set the 
Attention Condition. 

This bit shall be cleared by the Clear Fault Command. 

11.8.4.4.2 Bit 1 - PLO Error or Write Gate and Not Fine 
Trac~ 

This bit shall be set if the PLO in the servo circuit of 
the drive is not operating correctly. 

This bit shall be set if Write Gate is active and the 
heads are not positioned in the center of a track. 

The zero to Dne transition of this bit shall set the Not 
Ready Bit in the General Status Byte and the Attention 
Condition. 

This bit shall be cleared by the Rezero Command. 
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11.8.4.4.3 Bit 2 - Guard Band Error 

This bit shall be set if a drive detects that the heads 
are not positioned over the data area except during a 
Rezaro Command or a Seek to Outer stop Command. Upon 
detection Or this error an automatic rezero operation 
shall be performed. This shall set the Busy Signal for 
the duration of the rezero. 

This error shall set the Not Ready Bit in General Status 
and the Attention Condition. 

A Rezero command shall clear the Guard Band Error Bit. 

11.8.4.4.4 Bit 3 - Outer Stop 

This bit shall be set if a Seek to Outer Stop Command has 
been performed. This shall also set the Not Ready Bit in 
the General Status. 

11.8.4.4.5 Bit 4 - Park Lock 

This bit is applicable for drives with the parking lock 
installed. 

This bit shall be set when the positioner parking lock is 
engaged. The parking lock is engaged when the drive motor 
is shut oPf. 

11.8.4.4.6 Bits 5,6, and 7 - Reserved 

These bits are reserved for future use and shall be 
reported as zero. 

11.8.4.5 Diagnostic Results Byte 

The Diagnostic Results Byte is a KENNEDY unique feature. It 
reports the result of built-in drive diagnostics. 

To transfer this byte the Report Diagnostic Results Command 
(see Section 11. 8. ~~. 3. 2) shall be used. 
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11.8.4.5.1 Bit 0 - RAM Error 

This bit indicates a malfunction of the RAM circuit with(n 
the drive. 

The drive shall no~ become ready if this error occurs. 

This error cannot be cleared. 

11.8.4.5.2 Bit 1 - PROM No. 1 Error 

This ~it indicates a malfunction of the PROM No. 
circuit within the drive. 

1 memory 

The drive shall not become ready if this error occurs. 

This error cannot be cleared. 

11.S. 4.5.3 Bit 2 - PROM No. 2 Error 

lhis bit indicates a malfunction of the PROM No. 
circuit within the drive. 

2 memory 

The drive shall not become ready if this error occurs. 

This error cannot b~ cleared. 

11.S.4. 5.4 Bits 3,4,5,6, and 7 - Reserved 

These bits are reserved for future expansion of the 
diagnostics and shall be reported as zero. 

11.9 Timing Specification 

The timing characteristics described in the following sections are 
referenced to the signals at the drive interface connector. The 
controller tiwing shall be designed to accomodate cable delays and 
signal skew within the cable. 

Note: lhis section takes precedence, with respect to actions and 
timing, over all preceding sections. Al1 waveforms in .the timing 
diagrams show the voltage levels of the signals. A "_" in front of 
a signal name indicates a,"LQW u -active, "HIGH"-inactive signal. I A 
"+" in front of a 5 i gna 1 name i nd i cates a "HIGH u -ac t i ve, 
"LOW"--inactive signal. 
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11. 9. 1 Control Bus Timing 

11. 9.1. 1 Selection Timing 

The active going edge of the Select Out/Attention In Strobe 
shall be used to clock the select information on the 
dedicated Control Bus Line into the drive. A successful 
selection shall be acknowledged by making Bus Acknowledge 
active. In the controller the inactive going edge of the 
Select Out/Attention In Strobe signal shall be used to sample 
the Bus Acknowledge signal. If Bus Acknowledge is not active 
within the specified time, the controller shall assume that 
the desired drive does not exist or is inoperable. The state 
of the Busy signal indicates to the controller if the 
selected drive will accept commands and respond to the 
Control Bus handshake. 

Deselecting all drives shall be accomplished by 
going edge of Select Out/Attention In Strobe with 
Control Bus Lines active. 

The select timing is defined in Figure 14-12. 

11.. 9. 1.2 Attention Timing 

an active 
none of the 

In general the timing 0' the party line Attention signal (see 
Section 11.7.2.8) is asynchronous to the Control Bus signals. 
Howevar, if a command erT'or or parameter error is detected, 
the Attention Condition shall be set and iF enabled the 
Attention signal shall be made active prior to the active 
going edge of Bus Acknowledge which is returned as a response 
to Parameter Request. All other events (completion or 
errors) shall make Attention (if enabled) active immediatel~1 
when they occur. 

Attention shall be made inactive prior to the active going 
edge oT Bus Acknowledge which is returned as a response to 
Parameter Request of a Clear Attention Command or Clear Fault 
Command. Attention shall not be made inactive by a Clear 
Fault Command iF the error that caused Attention tD be made 
Rttive still exists. 
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To determine which one of the attached drives has caused the 
party line Attention Signal, the controller polls all drives 
simultaneously by making the Bus Direction Out signal 
inactive and changing the Select Out/Attention In Strobe from 
inactive to active. Each drive shall then immediately gate 
its internal Attention Condition onto its dedicated Control 
Bus line. Additionally, the selected drive, if any, shall 
make the Bus Acknowledge Signal active. 

The Attention timing is defined in Figure 4-13. 

11. 9. 1. 3, Control Bus Handshake Timing 

The Control Bus handshake is 
signals: Command Request, 

performed 
Parameter 

by three 
Request, 

interface 
and Bus 

,.\c Imowledge. 

The Control Bus handshake timing is defined in Figures 4-14 
imd 4-15. 

11.9.2 Index and Sector Timing 

The timing of the Index signal and 
Figt1re 4--16. There is one and 
revolution. The Sector Pulses are 
equal length sectors. The drive 

the Sector signal is shown in 
only one Index Pulse per 

used to divide a track into 
inhibits the Sector Pulse 

during the Index Pulse such that 
transmitted at index time. 

a Sector Pulse is not 

The Index signal and the Sector signal are enabled with 
selection. The Index signal and the Sector Signal shall 
considered valid until at least 500 nanoseconds after the 
going edge of the Select Out/Attention In Strobe signal 
caused the selectiDn of the drive. 

dr'i ve 
not be 
active 

which 

The Index Pulse is not valid if the drive is not up to speed. 

Sector Pulses are nDt valid if the drive is Not Ready or if a 
Partition Track Command is being performed. 

11. 9. 3 Rer21'ence Clock Timintl 

The Reference Clock timing is defined in Figure 4-17. 
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11.9.4 Read Timing 

The read timing is de~ined in Figure 4-18. 

11.9.5 Write Timing 

The write timing is defined in Figure 4-19. The Write Clock 
shall be generat~d in the controller ~rom the Reference Clock. 
The delay time Prom the Reference Clock to Write Clock is a 
function of cable length and circuit delays. The phase 
difference between the two signals shall be constant during the 
complete w~ite operation. The Write Data signal and the Write 
Clock signal shall be synchronized as defined in Figure 4-19. 
The Read Data signal is undefined during a write operation. but 
shall be held static. 
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-----,--

Figure 4-12 
Select Timing 

.- Select Outl 
Attn. In Strobe ,------------------------------- I 

1(--------- tl --------->1 
1(-- t2 -->: :t31 

--------,---,-----------
- Bus Ackn. '_I \ _I 

* 
- Bus Dir.Out\\ __________________________ ... __ ,.._I __ 

It41 ItSI It61 It71t81 
-_ .. --._._--

- Bus Bit 0,-7 IIII \\\\X ____ ~ _____ " ____ _ XIII \ 

- Busy 

Select Information 
t9 It!1: 

1<- tlO -:>1 

-~-.------------ ---._-----------------_________ . _________________ X ____ . ____ _ 
Selected Drive's 
Busy Condition 

* Glitch possible - due to previously selected drive. 

Label 
, .. _--
t1 
t2 
t3 
t4 
ti5 
t6 
t7 

t8 
t9 

tI0 
tIl 

To avoid glitch first deselect all drives 
,and then reselect. 

Description min. max. Units 

Select/Attention Strobe width 500 nanoseconds 
Bus Ac~nowledge invalid 0 300 nanoseconds 
Bus Acknowledge hold time 0 100 nanoseconds 
nrive - Contr. Bus release time 0 100 nanoseconds 
Con·t;ro 1 Bus - Data setup time 100 nanoseconds 
Control Bus - Data hold time 0 nanoseconds 
Contro 11 e'/' - Control Bus 
release time 100 nanoseconds 

Drive - Control Bus access time 0 nano!>econds 
Controller - Control BLI!> 
access time 100 nanO!i>['C ond s 

Busy invalid 0 300 nanoseconds 
Drive ,- Controller 
transition time 0 nano!>E!conds 
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- Select Outl 
Attn. In Strobe 

Figure 4-13 
Attention Timin.9,. 

\ 
__________ . ________ 1 

1(------- t1 ------)1 
1(-- t2 --)1 It31 

- Bus Ackn. , ____________ 1 

* t4 1 t5 

- Bus Di r. Out _. _____ 1 \_----
It61t71 ItBI It91 t101 

- Control Bus IIIIII \\\\\\\X XIIIIIII 
Attention Information 

t 11 

- Attention ** \ 

Label 

t1 
t2 
t3 
t4 
t5 
t6 

t7 
t8 
t9 
t10 
t11 

--------------------------.----------.------
* Ac~ive only if' there is a previously selected drive, 

inactive if all drives are deselected. 

** Some drives may have Attention active causing the 
controller to perform the Attention timing 
sequenc e. 

Description min. max. Units 

---,-----
SelectlAttention Strobe width 500 nanoseconds 
Bus Acknowledge invalid * 0 300 nanoseconds 
Bus Acknowledge hold time 0 100 nanoseconds 
Bus Direction Out - setup time 100 nanosec:onds 
Bus Direction Out - hold time 0 nanosec:onds 
Controll er - Control Bus 
release timE' 100 nanoseconds 

O'r'i ve - ContT'ol Bus access time 0 nanoseconds 
Attention Information invalid 0 100 nanoseconds 
Attention InFormation hold time 0 nanoseconds 
Drive - Contr. Bus release time 0 100 nanoseconds 
Controller - Control Bus 
access time 100 nanoseconds 

\ 
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-Cmd. Request 

Figure 4-14 
Cqmmand/Parameter Out Sequence 

\ ____ 1 

-Pat'. Request '--- I 

tl ltlltl! t2 tl tl : tl 

-------Bus Ac kn. \. ___ 1 , ____ I 

-Bus Dir.Out_' _______________________ .... _______ ... _I __ 
It31 It4! It51 It41 It51 It61t71 

--_._-- ---_ .. _---
-Control Bus III I ,\ \\X ____ ... _XIIIIIIX _____ XIIIIII , 

Command Paramo Out 
: tB ltlO! 

It91 t91 

'-Busy , _ .. - - - - - -,--_._---, 
Label Description min. max. Units 

--.. _--_._--- ----
tl Handshake response time 0 10 * milli$oE'conds 
t. '0) 
./e: .. Spac in 9 0 10 * milli sec and So 
t":l Drive - Control Bus release time 0 100 nanoseconds .,-, 

t4 Control Bus - Data setup time 100 nanoseconds 
t5 Control BllS - Data hold time 0 nanoseconds 
t6 Controller - Control Bus 

release time 100 nanoseconds 
t7 Drive - Control Bus access time 0 nanoseconds 
t8 Controller - ContT'o I Bus 

access time 100 nanoseconds 
+;9 B\.Js!.~ setup t:i. m~' 0 * nanosec. ond s 
tl0 Driv!':!' -, C.:mtroll er' 

transiti;::.n time 0 nanoseconds 

* This value is valid only if the Busy Signal is not active 
at the beginning of the sequence. 
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F(q.l.Ire 4-15 
C'?.!!!.r.nand /Parameter In_ Seg Llenc e 

-Cmd.Request \ I 

-_._-
--Par. Request \ I 

tl It1:tl1 t2 t1 t1 1 tll 

-Bus Ackn. \ I \ / 

t31 t4 

-BIJS Di r. Out\ I \ 

It51 It61 It71 ItSI t9: It61 :t71 It51 

--Control Bus I I I \ \ \ \ X _______ X I I I \\\X ___________ X/II//I \ 
Command Paramo In 

I t1.0 :t12: : tl01 

Itl11 :t111 
,---_. __ ._--

-Busy 
\, -- - - - - - \ -------------

Label Description 

t,3 
t4 
t5 
t6 
t,7 
t8 

Handshake response time 
SPi~t: i n9 
Bus Direction Out - setup time 
Bus Direction Out - hold time 
Drive - Control Bus release time 
Control Bus - Data setup time 
Control B~s - Data hold time 
Controller - Control Bus 
release time 

t9 Drive - Control Bus access time 
tl Controller - Control Bus 

access +~ime 

til Busy set~p time 
t12 Drive - Controller 

transition time 

min. max. Units 

o 
o 

100 
o 
o 

100 
o 

100 
o 

100 
0* 

o 

------,---_. __ ._._-_.-

10 * 
10 '* 

100 

milliseconds 
millisPconds 
nanoseconds 
nanoseconds 
nanoser and ''; 
nanoseconds 
nanosec:onds 

nanosec:onds 
nanosec:onds 

nanoseconds 
nanoseconds 

nanoseconds 

* This value is valid only if the Busy Signal is not active 
at the beginning of the sequence. 
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Fi_qure 4-16 
Index/Sector Timi~ 

Sector Nr. n * o 

- Index ,_/ 
t3 * I t 1 I t3 

- Sector '_l 
t2 

Label Description 

tl 
t2 
t3 

Inde~ Pulse width 
Sector Pulse width 
Interpulse spacing 

' __ I 
1 t2 1 

mi n. "ty p. max. 

2.4 
2.4 
O. 5 

2. 5 
2. 5 

2. 6 
2.6 

1 

t3 

Units 

2 

'_._/ 
1 t2 f 

microseconds 
microseconds 
microseconds 

* The last sector may be shorter or longer than the other 
sectorsl depending on the selected partitioning. 
See Section 11. 10.4. 

The distance between 
Pulses is deflned by 
~illiseconds plus or 
and 6173. 

active going edges of two consecutive Index 
the rotational speed and shall be 16.67 

minus 1 Yo for the KENNEDY drive models 6172 

+ Reference Clock 

Label Description 

Figyre 5.5·-6 
Re.Jeren..f~ Clock Timirt9.. 

_/ , ___ .. _1 

1<- tl ->1 
1<------ t2 ----->: 

Min. Typ. 

tl 
t2 

Reference Clock active time 
Reference Clock period 

. ~ 

tp nominal Reference Clock period for models 6172 and 
6173 shall be 156 nanoseconds. 

* = NIJ I tip 1 Y 

Max. 
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F i 9J-1'r e 4-18 
Read TiminQ., 

1<------------- tl ---------------->1 t2 1 

- Read Gate \ -------------------------------_------1 \ 
:<- t3 -): 1(- t5 )1 

+Read Ilief. _I \ __ 1 __ ... _____ \ ____ 1 \_1 \_1 \_1._/ \ 
Clock Ref.Clk. invalid Read Clock Rer. Clk. 

--->: t4:<- 1 

-Read Data _______ \ 
Static 

Label Description 

tl 
t2 
t3 

t4 
t5 
t6 
t7 

Read Gate active 
Read Gate inactive 
Read Gate to valid Read 

Data and Read Clock 
Read Clock active time 
Read Clock period 
Read Data setup time 
Read Data hold time 

min. 

o 
3li-tp 

6. 75 
O. 4*tp 
O. 95*tp 
O. 25*tp 
O. 25*tp 

1 t6: t "'1l 
, I 

x ____ x __ _ 

typo max. 

7. 5 8. 25 
O. 5*tp O. 6*tp 
1. O*tp 1. 05*tp 

Static 

Units 

microseconds 

mi cros.£~c ond 50 

tp The nominal Reference Clock period shall be 156 nano
seconds for the models 6172 and 6173. 

* :::: t1 u 1. tip 1 y 
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Ejgure 4-19 
Write Timing 

:<------------ t1 ------------->1(-- t2 --): 

- ~4r i te Gate ., 
:.(- t3 -:>: 

+ Write 
Clock ___ I ' __ I 

Static 

1 

1<- t5 >1 

'_I '_I '_I , __ _ 
Static 

-)0: t4:<-' 

t61 t71 

------- ----- - ---- -_.,,_._ .. 
+ ~4i" i te Data 

::-.----' 
x ____ x_. ___ ,x ___ ._x __ x __ ., __ _ 

Label 

t1 
t2 
t3 
t4 
t5 
t6 
t7 

Static 

Description 

Write Gate active 
Write Gate inactive 
Write Clock valid 
Write Clock act·ive time 
Write Clock period 
Write Data setup time 
Write Data hold time 

Stat; i c 

min. typo max. 

0 
0 
tp l\~*tp 

O. 4*tp 0.6*tp 
tp 

O. 25*tp 
O. 25*tp 

tp The nominal Reference Clock period shall be 156 nano-
seco~ds for the models 6172 and 6173. 

Note: The first eight bytes of Write Data must be zeroes. 

* == Ivlu 1 tip 1 y 

11.10 Formatting Considerations 

, 

220 -.. 

Field lenpths are indicated in bytes (one byte equal to 8 bits). This 
is no formatting restriction, because writing and reading is 
bit-seri.';31. 

11.10.1 Sector Format 

For the sector format one of the formats in 
ret ommend ed. Wh en format B is used. th e head er 
rewritten. whenever data is to be recorded. 

Figure 
must 

4-22 is 
also be 
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The fields are labeled #1 and #2 to indicate that there may be 
different sizes and values for the header field and the data field. 

Index/+--+ 
Sectorl 

Figur..@ 4-20 
Sector Formats 

+-

FormatlPre- ISync!HeaderIPost-IGapIPre- ISync! Data IPost-IGapl 
A lamb led IInfor-lamble: lamble: IInfor-lambiel I 

I #1 I #1 Imation: #1 1#1 I #2 #2 Imationl #2 I #21 

FormatlPre- ISync! 
B : amb Ie I 

I #2 I #2 I 

Information 
(including header and data> 

11. 10.2 Layout of the Sector 

IPost--IGap I 
lamblel 
I #2 I #~! I 

The following requirements for the sector format must be met: 
- Preamble #1 and Preamble #2 must have a minimum 

length of 8 bytes. 

- The Preamble #1 and Preamble #2 pattern must be 
all zeroes. 

- The Gap #1 and Gap #2 (splice areas) must have 
a minimum length of 1 byte. 

- During the splice areas (Gap #1 and Gap #2) 
Read Gate must not be held active. 

11. 10.2.1 Preamble #1 and Preamble #2 

The preambles allow the read circuitry in the drive to 
synchronize on the recorded data stream. 

11. 10.2.2 Synchronization #1 and Synchronization #2 

These are typically 
deserializ~r cir~uit 
least one 'one/-bit. 

one-byte-patterns 
in the controller. 

to synchronize the 
The pattern contains at 
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11.10.2.3 Header Inrormation 

The header contains the address or the sector, usually cylinder, 
head and sector number. 

It may contain additional information regarding the data 
integrity of the sector or of the track and an alternate address. 

It is recom~ended to append cyclic redundancy check byte~ or an 
error correction code to the header information. 

11. 10.2.4 Ga.p #1 and Gap #2 

These gaps provide These gaps provide the space needed to switch 
from write to read and read to write. Read Gate shall not be 
held active during this area. 

Because the Reference Clock is derived from the servo surface, 
there is no need for a tolerance gap at the end of a sector. 

11. 10.2.5 Data Information 

This rield contains the actual data. 

It is recom~ended to append cyclic redundancy check bytes or an 
error corr~ction code to the data information. 

11.10.2.6 Postamble #1 and Postamble #2 

The p 0 s t a iTI b 1 e sal' e use d top l' 0 v ide ext l' are a dan d UIT' i t e c 1 0 c k s 
ror the serializer-deserializer circuit in the controller. They 
also may provide time ror the controller to decide upon the next 
operation. 

11.10.3 Format Examples 

Two format examples are given. Example A shows a format with CRC 
(cyclic check characters), example B shows a format with ECC (error 
correction code). 
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Preamb 1 e :IU 
Sync #1 

Example A 

Header Information 
eRe 
ECC 
Postamble 
Gap #1 
Preamble #2 
Sync #2 
Data Information 
eRC 
ECC 
Postamble 
Gap #2 

Example 

10 
1 
4 
~! 

'-, c:.. 

1 
10 

1 
512 

2 

2 
1 

B 

10 Bytes 
1 Byte 
4 Bytes 

Bytes 
6 Bytes 
2 Bytes 
1 Byte 

10 Bytes 
1 Byte 

512 Bytes 
Bytes 

6 Bytes 
2 Bytes 
1 Byte 

---------------------------
Total rj48 556 Bytes 

In both examples the 24-sector--format (see Table 4-6) would be used. 
In Example A any of the gaps or preambles would be increased to 
accomodate to the 556 bytes of sector length. 

11. 10.4 Division of a Tr'ack Into Sectors 

Either by L'sing the Sector Sile Select JL1mper's (see Section 11. 4. 6) 
or by using the Load Sector Pulses Per Track Commands (see Section 
11. 8.1. 2. 7) and the Load Bytes Per Sector Commands (see Section 
11. 8.1. 2. 6) al1d a subsequent Partition T-r'ack Command, the track can 
be divided into sectors. 

The spacing b~tween the Index Pulse and the first Sector Pulse and 
between the Sector Pulses is equal and given by the number of Bytes 
Per Sector. Note that only even numbers of Bytes Per Sector are 
used. 

The division of the number of Bytes Per Track (13,344 for KENNEDY 
models 6172 and 6173) by the number of Bytes Per Sector results in 
the number of sectors, which fit on a track. If there is a 
remainder in this division, then the last sector is longer than the 
other spc:tors. 

For the possibility of having an additional Sector Pulse at the end 
o'r the last ,sector see Section 11. 8. 2. 2.5. 

Note that the minimum number of Sector Pulses Per Track is three. 
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11. 10.5 Typical Read Sequence 

Figure 4-21 shows ~ typical read sequence. 

Note that Read Gate may not be held active during the Gaps #1 and 
#2. 

11. 10,6 Typical Wri:te Sequence 

Figure 4-22 shows a typical write sequence. 

The splice is ~enerated by the transitions of the Write Gate Signal. 



D A TAO N DIS K 

- I N D E X / SEC TOR 

- REA 0 GAT E 

+ REA D D A T A 

+REAO/REFCLK 

SPLICE 
ARE A S Y N C 

S P L ICE 
ARE A S Y N C 

S PL ICE 
ARE A 

Z E ROE S I I 'H EA D E R + C R C " , Z E ROE S , I, D A T A + C R C ( E C C) I 1 I 
~tl~ : --*tlk- ~tlf-

I -----,., I r I I 

~t41't~::-_-__ .:-__ -t~ '41 t7 ~_-_-~~~~==~~~J_ 
)Z __ X _n .___ X 

REFCLK REA 0 eLK REA DeL K REF eLK 

MIN. TV P • M A X • U NIT 

t 1 S P L ICE ARE A 1 • 2 5 M I C R 0 SEC 0 NOS 
t 2 I N 0 E X / SEC TOR T 0 REA 0 GAT E 0 1 .25 M I C R 0 SEC 0 NOS 
t 3 LAS T REA 0 BIT T 0 END OF REA 0 GAT E 0 o . 1 1 .25 M I C R 0 SEC 0 N D S 
t 4 REA 0 GATE T 0 REA 0 OAT A V AL 10 6 • 7 5 7 . 5 B .25 M I C R 0 SEC 0 NOS 
t 5 REA D G'\ TE TO S Y N C B Y T E 8 BYTE S 
t 6 REA 0 GATE I N ACT I V E o . 5 M I C R 0 SEC 0 N D S 
t 7 REA 0 GATE V AL I 0 TO S Y N C BYTE o . 3 M I C R 0 SEC 0 NOS 

Figure 4-21 



SPLICE 
AR E A SYNC 

SPLICE 
AREA SYNC 

SPLICE 
AREA 

DATA 0 N D I S K (I I z. [. R. U [$. I J I H E A D E R + C R C I J I IE ROE s. I 1 t D A T A+ C. R C ( E C C ) t I 
~t1r ~ 

- INDEX/SECT-OR-----I I t~ 

f f ~ 
-READ GATE __________ ~! t . 

~! .~~ 
r (---WRITE GATE 

+WRITE DATA 

____ ---:--~}-~t11----J~I-- ________ ~ __ _ 
~t10 F- _____________ J. __ 

+WRITE CLOCK ( ~ 

t 1 SPLICE AREA 1. 25 MICROSECONDS t B READ GATE INACTIVE TO WRITE GATE* 0.1 MICROSECONDS 
t 9 INDEX/SECTOR OR LAST BIT TO WRITE 

GATE UACTIVE * 0 MICROSECONDS 
tlO WRITE CLODK TO WRITE GATE 0.16 2.5 MICROSECONDS t 11 WRITE PREAMBLE B 8 Y TE S 

* NOTE THAT THE START OF THE SPLICE AREA IS GIVEN BY THE TRANSITIONS OF WRITE GATE. 

Figure 4-22 



V\Iarranty 

The Company warrants its devices against faulty workmanship or 
the use of defective materials (except in those cases where the 
materials are supplied by OEM) for a period of one year from the 
date of shipment to OEM, with the exception of !" cartridge 
products which are warranted for a period of ninety (90) days. 

The liability of the Company under this warranty is limited to 
replacing, repairing, or issuing credit (at the Company's discretion) 
for any devices which are returned by OEM during such period 
provided that (a) the Company is promptly notified in writing upon 
discovery of such defects by OEM; (b) the defective unit is returned 
to the Company, transportation charges prepaid by OEM; and (c) 
the Company's examination of such unit shall disclose to its 
satisfaction that such defects have not been caused by misuse, 
neglect, improper installation, repair alteration or accident. 

Kennedy Company is continually striving to provide improved 
performance, value and reliability in its products and reserves the 
right to make these changes without being obligated to retrofit 
delivered equipment. 

KENNEDV 
An Allegheny International Company 
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