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I. OPERATIONS 

t.l PDP-IS SYSTEM 

MONDAY 7 FEBRUARY MAINTENANCE TO MEMORY UNIT, 8'~5-1338. 

WEDNESDAY 9 FEBRUARY SYSTEM FAILURE, OFflINE .~10-1~28. 

THURSDAY 10 FEBRUARY SYSTEM FAILURE, OFflINE 1548-155&, 
2210-2225. 

SCHEDULE FOR FORTHCOMING WEEK: MAINTENANCE 0700-0900 
OPERATIONS 0945-2338. 

1.2 GE-225 SYSTEM 

SCHEDULE FOR FORTHCOMING WEEK: MAINTENANCE 0700-0830 
OPERATIONS 0900-2480. 

2. ASCII FILE FORMATS 

IT IS AN UNFORTUNATE FACT THAT THERE IS NOT COMPATIBILITY BETVEEN 
THE FORMATS REQUIRED BY VARIOUS PROGRAMS FOR ASCII FILES. THE 
FOLLOWING NOTE SETS OUT THE VARIOUS FORMATS THAT ARE REQUIRED AND 
THE BEST WAY OF ACHIEVING THEM. IT IS NECESSARY TO KNOW THAT 
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DISK FILE STORAGE IS B~S[D OM A pr'iYSICAL RECORD Ort CLOCK OF 128 
HORDS. A FILE WILL BE CREATED AS A~ INTEGRAL MULTIPLE OF SUCH 
BLOCKS AND IT NAY BE nu.c\Y POrnlm~ O~~ THE LAST BLOCH IS Ut>mSED. 
EIGHT SUCH BLOCKS MAKE UP THE KILOWORD THAT IS THE BASIS OF 
ESTIMATION OF' FILE STCl1t!GE t\fJD I/O. 

CA) SOURCE PROGR1~:-:lS I,:pm f'0RrnM·1 H'PU.LDA!A FU.ES FOR SE:QUltrlTIAJ:. 
ACCESS 

EACH LOGICAL RECORD OR CARD l~AGE IS TERMINATED BY THE 
CHARACTERS C,~r·mH\Gr;:: RETUfm 05.) MiD Lum FEE~ (12.>. THE 
SUBSEQUENT LOGICAL RECORD NAY VOLLOV IMMEDIATELY, WITHOUT 
A UY I WfEliVEN HJ 0 rWLL CHt.Ri':CTEr-€S MJD WI THOUT REGtHm TO THE 
PHYSICAL BLOCK STnCCTU~E; TH~T IS A LOG!CAL RECORD MAY BE 
SPLIT BET~EEN T~O PHYSICAL BLOtKSe A~Y IOSERTED NULL 
CHARACTERS ARE !GNOR~D A~D HILL DE S~UEEZED OUT O~ INPUT. 
THUS FILES CREATED I f"; ANY FASH!ON MlD £U8.JZCT TO THE 
LIMITATIONS DESCRIBED BELOW NAY BE USED In THESE CASES. 
FILES ~lIn:OUl' HJ~EntED mJlLS ARC crmlnED BY COpy Ar~D EDITOR 
tI.E. EDIT OR CREATE) AND BY COBOL FOR SEQUENTIAL ACCESS 
OUTPUT F'ILES. 

(8) RANDOM ACCE~S F'ORTRAM I~PUT F!L[S . " 

EACH LOGICAL RECORD SHOULD BE OF FIXED LEt~aTH AND IS 
TERMHlAT~D BY A CARRlf'.GE l1ETURrJ AND LIW~: FEED. THE LOGICAL 
RECORD IS PADDED OUT TO A FULL wanD BOUUDARY BY THE 
IN3ERTIO~ OF ~ULL CH~RAC1ERS CEACH VORD CAN HOLD 5 
CHARACTERS). LOGICAL RECORDS MAY ~OT BE SPLIT OVER A BLOCK 
BOUNDARY .. 

FILES FOR THIS MODZ or- liS::: SHOULD BE CREATED BY FORTRAN 
US I NG SE CHEN! lAL ACCEr?S PROCESS nw \:1 tN A FIxED LENGTH 
LOGICAL R[CORD. TE:i us::: OF' EDITOR TO MODU'Y A FILE SO 
CREATED \'1ILl REriOIJE SC~1E OF THE CHA!1AC'IERISTICS GIVEN ABOVE 
AND WILL ALSO TRUNCATE ANY LOGICAL REconos THAT HAVE 
TERMINATInG BLANKS. 

(e) RANDOM ACCESS COE C~ Ir?UT FILcn 

EACH LOGICAL RECORD r ~!Om.o BE or: F'!JmD lImOTH ArJD IS 
TERr1HJl\TE9 BY A Ct. HRIA 2i,£ H~~TUr.[J ArH) LHJE FEEDo EACH LOGICAL 
RECORD \HLL STt:RT A NEU P;:YSIC?,L ELOCr{ 0 THE PREVIOUS BLOCK 
BEING FILLED tnTH mn.L CHAR ACTERS. THE £:iOST EFFECTIVE WAY 
Of CREAT I NO SUCH A rILE IS tJI 1H COBOL, USI rJ3 RMJDOi',t ACCESS. 

NOTE THAT THlS ~~nz OF USAGE CAN 52 V~RY VASTEFUL OF FILE 
SPACE, UNLESS COOSID:R~ TIO~ IS GIVEN TO THE SIZE OF A 
PHYSICAL BLOCK I~ FLA~~i~G Txr STRUCTunE OF THE LOGICAL 
RECORD. IN THIS NODE A f'HYS!CAL BLOCt{ eM' HOLD 638 
CHARACTEflS. 
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FURTHER TO THE £:lOTE Ii! ~iN-7t.1 THE FOtLOWH~a CCm1E:rrS SHOULD 
AMPLI FY THZ USE (IF' cer'{ (COrlPr!ESS) FROM BOTH fn:r.tnE liRt4i H'ALS Af.m 
VIA SAlCHa 

(A) aATCH YRUt'~Ct.TES TRAH.HjG BLMms ml ALL HJPUi nECO~D3, GIVING 
SOME DEGREE OF ~OK7RE5SIOYo 

THUS, USE OF COpy WITHIN BATCH WILL CREATE THE MINIMUM SIZED 
FILE tJI THOUT DELE! 1 NG SEQUEi~CE fJUMBERB ~ (1 .E 0 0 COpy 
TO:FILEA) 0 

(B) THE co~pnES5 OPTION IS IO!(MDED TO R[PL~~~ SEOUE~CE ~UMBERS 
HJ CCLl!r:H~S 7?"'89 IH7H DlMJ~S M:D l'HZI~ ~Ul) pm!:ss 1RAILH~G 
BLA l~,rl \ S (\ u E~Ot~ 'i~jt,J{~!Et .. t{, ! F T!'~E RECORD n~J f'j G PROCESSED BY 
COpy CON T ~!~S JETUEEN 71 A~D 73 CKARAC:E~S IT IS t~PROPERLY 
HAreOLED ARD WILL BE MERGED WITH SUCCEEDl~G RECOkDS. THIS 
SITUA1' ION OCCURS FRm,l EI'nlER BATCH oa A REMOTE CONSOLE, 
THOUGH !T IS AGGRAVATEI') Hl BATCH BY THE MJTot>1AT!C TRUNCATION 
O~ INPUT, ~H!rH COULD cnEA1E SUCH A RECORD FRaN A CARD WHICH 
LACUED A FULL SEQUENCE NUMBER. 

THIS ERROR IS ACTUALLY AM ER~OR IN TH[ UTILITY PROGRAM WHICH IS 
UJVOKEDBY COpy., IH~ Cf'JUSE or: TilXS ERROR HAS BEEf) ASCERTAlrJED 
AND \HLL BE IIYfLF.MEllTr.:D HJ fmE C{;Ur::~E 0 H3 TNE MEAN TIME 
EXCERClf:lE CAnE IN usn~::J Tl~E crm~m!:s~;} OP1ION FROI,l Ei1HER BATCH OR 
A m~rqOIE CDNSOLE r;~':J E[~S:": R:~ Tn;i 'l ~j Lt BEGOReS COPIED HAVE LESS 
THAN 71 CHA~ACTEns en HAVX PU~CXIHGS 1M COLUMNS 79 O~ 00. 

30 EXCESSIVELY Lo~a co~~~~rs 

USEFIS SHorLD tUrf&: Tl!(,\T UimULY LOf.~G com'1A~ms ISSUED Ji'hm,1 A REt40TE 
TErm I NAt CAN CtliJSE PEO~~ LE::S" THE PROBlE~1 IS Ct\USCD BY THE FACT 
THAT THE OPERATI~G SYSTEM HAB O~LY A FI~ITE SiZED BUFFER TO HOLD 
THE COMMAND BEItH; ;::~C " '~C::D Af~j) f':DY CNA1HICTERS lHA1' tHLL NOT FILL 
ARE D !SG[lRD~D., 1'EU:::;, ~.;H ILE IT 15 QU 17k: ACCEPTABLE TO HAVE 
COMMENTS (PR?cpr'ED EO: A S::tr';H':Ot ~ [n GDP!3 tH..) TO COLUM~l BG, 
COMMANDS TO BE ~~RFO~~ED A~E TDU~CA]ED Ai COLUM~ 73 • 
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