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m Interactive document
preparation

= Mixed text and graphics
m lllustrations
= Multiple fonts

m Laser printer output
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System overview

The Advent Document Composition System Is a complete electronic
publishing system for in-house preparation of multi-page publications.
Itls well suited to sclentific and technlcally orlented materlal, The final
cutput may be produced on either laser printers or phototypesetters
after previewing on ahigh resolution bitmapped screen, The systemls
implemented on the SUN and PERQ workstations with either a SUN
WRITER or CANON CX laser printer. The whele system can be
operatedin an ordinary office envirenmaent.

All parts of a document aretypeset and printed, single or doubla sided,
for use as final oulput or as camera-ready copy for printing.
Mathamatical text can be entered directly and llustrations In tha form
of scannedimages of ine drawings can be included in a document,

Text can be entered direclly by the author using a generic markup
language reflecting notions such as chapters, sections, enumerated
lists, and tables, For more advanced editorlal and document dasign
requirements there are many hundreds of commands making virtually
any documant layout possible.

The system automatically numbers chapters, seclions, tables, figures,
and feolnotes, It also produces an optional table of contents and
index, and maintains cross-references to page and section numbers.

Large documents may be split Into smaller sections, which may ba
separately typeset removing the need to re-process the whole
document every time a change Is made. Cross-references between
sections are maintained automatically.

liustrations may be prepared using elther a vector drawing package, a
raster editor such as Advent Paint, or by seanning ariginal documents,
These are Included directly into a document, removing the need for
manual cutting and pasting.

Decument design

Authors will not usually be involved in the typographically-skilled task
of document design, but will use a document style previously
constructed by an expert, The system s inltially defiverad with a set of
document styles such as handbooks, reports, manuals, theses,
articles and sBdes. These document styles can be modified by the
advanced user, creating either new house styles or "one offs”,

Input

Manuscripts can be prepared using an ordinary text processing
sytem. The manuscript can then ba transferred to the SUN or PERG
workstation through RS232C conneclions, Ethernet, or on
exchangeable magnetic media. On these workstation screens any of
the typesel pages can be displayed exactly as it will appear on tha
printed page, so that any typographleal mistakes can be corrected
before committing the document to paper,

Output

The typselting module of the system generates oultput in the form of
Pressfiles and Postscript fles. This cutput (Press or Postscript) can
be filed and subseguently printed using the Canon printer interface
module, of by any Postscript driven devices (such as the Laser\Writer,
Linotron 101 or Linotronic 300 typeselters).

Advent Systems Limited

12 The Business Centre - Molly Millar's Lane - Wokingham - Berkshire FI{;11 202
Telephone: 0734 78421



